Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



/• 






» 



LONDON . rUlKTED BY WILLIAM CLOWES AXD SONS, STAHFOKO STREET 

AND CUABIKG CROSS. 



WEDDING DAY 



ALL AGES AND COUNTKIES. 



EDWAKU J. WOOD, 



IN TWO VOLVMBS. 
VOL. IL 




LONDON: 
BICHARD BENTLEY, NEW BURLINGTON STEEET, 

Unbtitlfti in Oibmani to Pn ^ajtilj], 
1869. 



J2.£S./. S^. 



^ 



CONTENTS OF YOL. II. 



CHAPTER I. 

PAOB 

Grerman Marriages — Wife-buying — The Morgengabe — 
Straw Symbols — Pay Weddings — Nuptial Medals — 
Silver and Golden Weddings — ^Morganatic Marriages — 
Marriages in Franconia— Prussian Marriages— Crockery 
Thrown at Marriages — ^Marriage Trees — Swiss Marriages 
— ^Marriages in Holland — Priesland Marriages — The 
Bride-lifter — Marriages in France— Marriages at the 
Church Door — ^Money distributed at Marriages — ^Bride 
Favours — Knot-loosing — Infant Marriages — Nail-par- 
ings — ^Marriage by Proxy — ^Marriage under the Grallows 
— ^Marriage Portions in France — ^Marriage Brokers^ 
Brittany Marriages — ^Belgium Marriages — ^A Flouncing 
in Guernsey — Italian Marriages — Homan Catholic 
Forms in Marriages — Ble&sing the Bed — Betrothal 
Pottery — ^Venetian Marriages — Genoese Marriages — 
Marriages at Elba — ^At Bagusa — ^In Dalmatia — ^Libur- 
nian Marriages — Spanish Marriages — ^Wheat and Nut 
Throwing 1 

CHAPTER II. 

Irish Marriages — Wife-seizing — The Agreement Bottle — 
Casting Darts — ^Horsing and Goaling — Changing Wives 



vi • CONTEXTS. 

PAGE 

—Lending Wedding Rings — Scotch Marriages — Gretna 
Green — Banns Superstition — ^Unlucky Wedding Days — 
The Threshold — ^Money and Shoe Throwing — Winning 
the Kail — Creeling the Bridegroom — The Deasoil — 
Highland Weddings — ^Bedding the Bride — ^Penny Wed- 
dings — ^Wedding Presents — Hand-fasting — ^Under the 
Apron String — St. Andrew and Marriages — Orcadian 
Marriages — Manx Marriages 50 

• 

CHAPTER ni. 

Welsh Marriages — Biddings— Bidding Letters — Purse 
and Girdle — ^Wedding Gifts — ^Bride Wains — Bride Ales 
— Bride Bushes — ^Bride Stakes — Racing at Welsh Wed- 
dings — Helen's Hunt — Riding for the Ribbon — ^West- 
moreland Weddings — Bell Liscriptions — Quintain 
Sports at Weddings — ^Bundling — Chaining — Sanding — 
Marriage Tithes — Money given at Marriages in Wales 
—Wife-beating 80 

CHAPTER lY. 

Marriage among the Early Christians — ^Marriage among 
the Ancient Britons — Marriage among the Anglo- 
Saxons — Marriage among the Anglo-Normans — The 
power of Feudal Lords over their Wards — Lif ant Mar- 
riages — ^Betrothal Customs — ^The Nuptial Kiss — ^Break- 
ing Money — Crooked Ninepence — Locks of Hair — 
Tokens of Engagement — ^Love-pledges . . . .105 

CHAPTER Y. 

Archadology of the Wedding Ring — ^First Use of Rings — 
Ring Finger — Betrothal Rings-!'Rings necessary in 



CONTENTS. . vii 

PAOB 

English Cliurch Marriages — Objections to the Use of 
Wedding Rings — Substitutes for Eings — Gemmal Rings 
— Joint-ring Posies — ^Poetical Allusions to the Grenunal 
— ^Examples of Betrothal Rings — ^Examples of Wedding 
Rings — Royal Rings — Ring Posies — ^Bdenzi's Wedding 
Ring — Rings given at Weddings — ^Rush Rings — Super- 
stitions attaching to the Wedding Ring — The Ring and 
the Cake 129 



CHAPTER YI. 

Prohibited Times for Marriage— Folk-lore on the Subject 
— Lucky and Unlucky Days — Hours for Maniage — Veils 
worn at Marriages — ^The Care-cloth — Crowning at Mar- 
riages — ^Ballad of " Fm to be Married o' Sunday " — ^Dis- 
tribution of Money at Marriages — ^Money given to Priests 
— ^Nuptial Benediction — ^Mass and Communion at Mar- 
riages — ^Tapers at Marriages — ^The Nuptial Kiss — ^Wine 
and Sops at Marriages — Bridemaids and Bridemen — 
True-love Knots — ^Wedding Favours — Gloves at Wed- 
dings — The Bride's Grarters and the Bridegroom's 
Points — ^Bride Laces — ^Wedding Shoes — ^Bride Knives 
— Bouquets at Weddings — Orange Blossom — ^Herb and 
Flower Strewing at Weddings — Rosemary and Bays at 
Weddings 160 

CHAPTER yn. 

Music at Weddings — ^Musical Priest — Dancing at Wed- 
dings — ^Dancing the Bride to Bed — Money given to the 
Poor at Marriages — ^Bedding the Bride and Bridegi'oom 
— TheBride'sPins — ^Flinging the Stocking — Sack-Posset 



viii CONTENTS. 

Drinking — ^Benediction Posset — Sewing np the Bride in 
the Sheets — The Bride-cake — Divinations therewith — 
Riding for the Bride-cake — Foot-ball at Weddings — 
Presents by Masters to Servants at Marriage — ^Royal 
Gifts at Weddings — Meanness of Pepys .... 206 

CHAPTER YHI. 

The Banns — Fleet Marriages — ^Marriage by License — Mar- 
riage during the Commonwealth — ^Marriage proclaimed 
by the BeUman — Marriage Tax — Second Marriages — 
Persecutions of Persons Twice Married — Butchers' 
Serenade — Instances of frequent Marriages — ^Marriage 
ToU — ^Brides' Seat — Parish Clerks' Responses — ^Wed- 
ding Psalm — ^Wedding Pies — ^Marriage Settlements — 
Wife Selling and Leasing — ^Marriage of the Deaf and 
Dumb— Superstitions relating to Marriage — ^Hen-drink- 
ing — Shoe-throwing — The Petting Stone — Marriage 
Stone — ^Bell Custom — Wedding Cards .... 234 

INDEX 259 



THE WEDDING DAY IN ALL AGES 

AND COUNTEIES. 



CHAPTER I. 

German Maniagesr— Wife-buying — ^The Morgengabe — Straw 
Symbols — Pay Weddings — Nuptial Medals — Silver and 
Grolden Weddings — Morganatic Marriages — Marriages in 
Franconia — Prussian Marriages — Crockery thrown at 
Maniages — Marriage Trees — Swiss Marriages — Man'iages 
in Holland — ^Friesland Marriages — ^The Bride-lifter — Mar- 
riages in France — Marriages at the Church Door — Money 
distributed at Marriages — ^Bride Favours — ^Knot-loosing — 
Infant Marriages — Nail-parings — Marriage by Proxy — 
Marriage under the Gallows — Marriage Portions in France 
— Marriage Brokers — Brittany Marriages — Belgium Mar- 
riages — A Flouncing in Guernsey — Italian Marriages — 
Boman Catholic Forms in Marriages — Blessing the Bed — 
Betrothal Pottery — Venetian Marriages — Grenoese Mar^ 
riages — Marriages at Elba — At Bagusa — In Dalmatia — 
Libumian Marriages — Spanish Marriages — ^Wheat and Nut 
throwing. 

The matrimonial ceremonies of the ancient Ger- 
mans were very simple, and chiefly consisted in 
feasting. A young man was not able to obtain 
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2 THE WEDDING DAY 

an honourable alliance until he had distinguished 
himself in war. Caesar says that the Germans 
considered it to be very praiseworthy for a man 
to remain long unmarried, and when they did 
marry they were allowed to take several women. 
The nobler classes thought a number of wives to 
be a mark of grandeur. The custom of polygamy 
prevailed in the north so late as the tenth century, 
but it was ultimately altered by the advance of 
the Christian religion. 

An ancient Grerman bridegroom sent some of 
his friends to the house of his bride's legal guar- 
dian to receive her and her portion. The bride 
was attended by her guardian, in company with 
the bridegroom's friends, to her new home, where 
she was given into her husband's hands. The 
pair then sat down to a feast with their guests, 
who drank their healths, and to their gods and 
heroes. The bride's friends then took her up 
and carried her upon eh* shoulders as a mark 
of esteem. After which her guardian led her 
to the nuptial bed, many lights being carried 
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before her, a custom which was in use by the 
Greeks and Romans, and also followed in some 
parts of the north so late as the eighteenth 
century. 

Among the early Germans, as well as some 
other northern nations, the custom of purchasing 
a bride was very general. This was done by 
giving money to the wife's relations on the wed- 
ding day ; but it seems that this usage was not 
followed if the marriage happened to be an un- 
equal one. Men of rank who had lost their 
wives, but had children, in order to avoid burden- 
ing their estates, married low-bom women, who, 
bringing no fortune, were not entitled to dower. 
Tacitus observes that these people on their mar- 
riages made each other reciprocal presents. The 
marriage being consummated, the husband gave 
his wife such gifts as a pair of oxen for plough- 
ing, a harnessed horse, b, buckler, a lance, and a 
sword, to signify, says Tacitus, that she ought 
not to lead an idle and luxurious life, but to be a 
partner with him in his labours and a companion 
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of his dangers. The wife likewise gave her hus- 
band arms. 

The Morgengabe, or morning gift, was pro^ 
bably founded on the custom of the husband 
making presents. At first the Morgengabe was 
a free gift or present made by the husband to his 
wife on the morning after his marriage, as a re- 
compense for her lost maidenhood. Sometimes 
it was a chain of gold or a jewel, and at others a 
portion of the husband's fortune. Formerly such 
a present was given at every marriage, but later 
only at the weddings of the nobility. This custom 
was often carried to a great excess, the bride 
having the privilege of asking for any sum of 
money, or, in fact, anything that she pleased, and 
which could not in honour be refused by the hus- 
band. The demand sometimes was very exor- 
bitant if the woman chose to be avaricious ; hence 
the laws limited the amount to be given ; and 
this limited amount was afterwards claimed by 
the wife as a right, although at first the gift was 
free. By the laws of Saxony the sum was fixed, 
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and every wife was entitled to it in lieu of dower. 
The legal requirement of a Morgengabe at mar- 
riages was abolished for Saxony by an edict in 
1839. Marriage settlements seem to have been 
in use among the ancient Germans, and their 
kindred nation the Gauls. 
. The marriage ceremonies of the more modern 
Germans had many curious characteristics. Thus, 
in some districts the bride was obliged to renounce 
all the rights of her family over her, which was 
done by throwing straw into her parents' house. 
If a woman married a man by whom she had 
been seduced, she went to church early in the 
day, without any accompanying music, and some- 
times in country places her neighbours went to 
the church with her, wearing crowns of straw. If 
a bride did not cry w^hen she was married, her 
virtue was suspected ; hence, to prevent such a 
censure, some arts were used to make her tears 
flow. Young women who were marriageable, 
wore at the weddings of their companions crowns 
of gold or of flowers, which were not worn by 
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wives. It was formerly a custom among the 
Germans for the bride, when she was conducted 
to her bedchamber, to take off her shoe and 
throw it among the guests. Whoever got it in 
the struggle to obtain it, received it as an omen 
that he or she would be soon happily married. 

Pay weddings were general throughout Ger- 
many. At the entertainment which followed the 
marriage, the guests deposited gold or silver 
money or jewelry in a basin which stood before 
the bride, who was seated at a table with her 
female friends. In other instances every visitor 
paid for the refreshments which he had, as at an 
inn. In former times the entertainments lasted 
three days, during which time the married couple 
had numerous guests, sometimes as many as a 
hundred, especially if the bridegroom were an 
artisan. At free marriages all the expenses were 
defrayed by the husband. In Saxony, when a 
person of quality was married, all his neighbours 
who chose went uninvited to the entertainment, 
and the bridegroom feasted them all gratuitously. 
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In the seventeenth century it was common in 
some parts of Germany, as well as in Holland 
and France, to distribute at the weddings of the 
upper classes medals on which were various 
devices. Probably this kind of memorial origin- 
ally arose from the very ancient and wide-spread 
custom of giving earnest-money at betrothals. A 
fine specimen exhibited to the Archaeological 
Society in 1856, aptly illustrated the popular 
notion as to the portion of labour assigned to 
either sex. A man and a woman clad in primi- 
tive costume, and linked together by the arms 
and legs, supported between them the trite emblem 
of a pair of burning hearts, while a child danced 
on their fetters. The man held a spade of 
mediaeval shape, and the woman a dista£f and 
spindle. 

More commonly the nuptial medals were given 
to friends at the celebration of the silver and the 
golden weddings. A couple who had been mar- 
ried twenty-five years re-celebrated their nuptials 
with all the external forms, gaieties, and amuse- 
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ments which had been observed at their first 
marriage ; and this revival was called the silver 
wedding. If the parties had been married fifty 
years, they celebmted their wedding in a similar 
way, and called this their golden nuptials. Some- 
times the pair were presented with a silver gift 
on their silver wedding day. 

Morganatic, or left-handed marriages, which 
are almost peculiar to Germany, are nuptial con- 
tracts made between men of superior, and women 
of inferior rank. Usually in these marriages the 
husband is a sovereign prince, and although the 
union involves no immorality, and has the sanc- 
tion of the church, it is, so far as the wife and 
children are concerned, a sham ; inasmuch as the 
former does not enjoy the rights of the husband, 
and the latter do not inherit his title. 

At Strasburg, in the seventeenth century, 
young men courted their inamoratas by serenad- 
ing them at night, accompanied by male friends 
carrying torches. Tradesmen married generally 
on Mondays and Wednesdays, and the upper 
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classes on the other days of the week. In the 
latter cases the event was announced by the blast 
of a trumpet at daybreak. 

In Franconia the bridegroom walked to the 
church between two other persons, preceded by 
drums and trumpets, and followed by his relations 
and friends walking in couples. At the church 
door they waited for the bride, who came with 
singers in front, and accompanied by many girls 
wearing long mantles of black cloth, fastened at 
their throats with silver buttons. 

The German Lutherans precede their marriages 
by the publication of banns, and at the ceremony 
the minister joins the couple's hands, and they 
exchange rings. The exchange of rings at wed- 
dings is the general custom among the Germans 
at the present day. 

In Prussia, as in Poland, it was common for 
women not to marry before the age of twenty- 
four years, nor until they had wrought cloth a^nd 
jgarments for every person who attended their 
bridegrooms to the church. It was remarked in 
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1663 that at Konigsberg, in East Prussia, the 
population had diminished because the women 
there seldom married until they were nearly or 
above thirty, and the men until they were 
thirty, forty, or more. In parts of Prussia, in 
the seventeenth century, fitthers sought wives 
for their sons, and in the choice they con- 
sidered neither beauty nor fortune, but only the 
graces of mind and manner, and sound health. 
A suitable woman being found, the young man's 
father assembled his relations and carried her 
off from her parents' home; after which appli- 
cation was made to her father for his consent 
to the marriage of the couple. A similar cus- 
tom also prevailed in Poland, Samogithia, and 
Lithuania. 

In Prussia, and in other parts of central 
Europe, it was a regular practice to throw 
broken crockery at the doors of newly married 
people. In 1791, Lord Malmesbury married a 
princess of Prussia as proxy for the Duke of 
York, and in the morning after the ceremony a 
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great heap of such rubbish was found at the door 
of her highness. 

In the churchyard in the parish of Varallo 
Pombio, in the Tyrol, is a fine grove of pine trees, 
the result of a custom which has long been estab- 
lished there — namely, for every newly-united 
couple to plant a marriage tree, which is gene- 
rally of the pine kind. 

The Calvinists of Switzerland were formerly 
very strict in the ceremonies of their marriages. 
The minister published the banns in the church 
on three successive Sundays, and after these 
public notices the couple obtained a license to 
marry from the chief syndic of the place. The 
bride went to church in very gay attire, wearing 
a garland of flowers on her head, and a bouquet 
on her bosom. She was supported by two of her 
nearest male relations, and followed by her female 
relations and friends. Widows marrying again 
dispensed with the flowers, and were led by other 
widows, preferably if related to her. At the 
church the couple joined hands, and plighted their 
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troth in the presence of witnesses, and of the 
minister. The latter then took two glasses of 
wine, mixed their contents, and gave one glass to 
the bride, and the other to the bridegroom. The 
husband then put the ring on his bride's finger* 
It is said that the wedding ring has not been in 
use in the Protestant church of Switzerland of 
late years. 

In many of the Swiss cantons, latterly, the 
formalities and expenses preceding marriage were 
in fact impediments to legitimate unions between 
persons of slender means. Hence, the constituent , 
assembly of Zurich has recently allowed the 
optional use of a civil ceremonj% abolished the 
taxes on marriage, and ordered the intervention 
of officials and ecclesiastics on the celebration of 
the rites to be almost gratuitous. 

In Holland, the ceremony at the church was 
similar to that in Switzerland. The bride went 
to her wedding with a crown on her head, pre- 
ceded by many young girls. The relations only 
gave presents. The company spent the day at 
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the bridegroom's house with music and dancing. 
In some houses the couple on their return from 
the church entered at a particular door, which 
was never again opened until one of them was 
carried out to be buried. On the day after the 
wedding the bride appeared with her head 
covered, and gave all her guests a glass of wine 
or other liquor, to show that she was mistress of 
her home. 

A writer in 1760 says : " ^Tis worthy of 
remark that something like the ancient custom of 
strewing the threshold of a new-married couple 
with flowers and greens is, at this day, practised 
in Holland. Among the festoons and foliage, the 
laurel was always most conspicuous ; this denoted, 
no doubt, that the wedding day is a day of 
triumph." 

Sometimes the Dutch celebrate their marriages 
with very little form, the banns being published 
by a magistrate, who also performs the ceremony. 
Instead of distributing bride-cake, as is customary 
in England, the Dutch send to each acquaintance 
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two V>ottlc8 of wine, spiced and sngared, and 
dc'wrated with a profusion of ribbons. One item 
of I>utr;h folk-lore is, that if at a dinner an nn* 
Tnarricd person be placed inadvertently between 
a married couple, he or she will surely get a 
fiartncr within a year. The accidental placing of 
the individual is, unfortunately, an important part 
of thc5 charm. 

In North Friesland, in order to make an 
a[>fK3arance of using force, or of capturing the 
bride, a young man, called the bride-lifter, lifts 
her and her two bridesmaids upon the wagon in 
which the married couple travel to their home 
after the wedding ceremony. 

In ancient times the people of France were 
married, not within the church at the altar as 
now, but at the outer door. This was the case 
in 1559, in which year Elizabeth, the daughter 
of Henry XL, was married to Philip II. of Spain ; 
and the Bishop of Paris performed the ceremony 
at the door of the cathedral of Notre-Dame. 
Another instance of this kind occurred in 1599 



IN ALL AGES AND COUNTRIES. 15 

in France. Henrietta Maria was married to 
King Charles by proxy at the door of Notre- 
Dame, and the bride, as soon as the ceremony 
was over, entered the church, and assisted at 
mass. 

It has been suggested that in early times it 
was thought to be indecent for the clergy to grant 
permission in the church itself for a man and 
woman to lie together. This, however, is a far- 
fetched reason for church-door marriages. The 
true origin of the custom may, perhaps, be traced 
in the almost universal desire from the earliest 
ages to make marriage a public ceremony. We 
have shown that such a desire prevailed among 
the Jews, Greeks, Romans,md Etruscans, as well 
as other people. 

The old missals direct the placing of the man 
and the woman at the church door during the 
service, and that at the end of it they shall pro- 
ceed within up to the altar. In England the 
rite of matrimony was anciently performed at 
the door, in order, as we have above suggested. 
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to give it the utmost publicity ; and it was not 
until the parties had been actually married that 
they entered the church, and proceeded with the 
priest to the altar to receive the nuptial benedic- 
tion, and to hear mass. In the time of Ed- 
ward VI. marriages were performed in the 
church porch, and not in the building itself. 
Several years elapsed after the disruption of 
Roman Catholicism in this country before the 
nuptial ceremony was regularly performed within 
the church. 

Selden states that dower could be lawfully 
assigned only at the door ; and Littleton says : 
" When he commeth to the church door to be 
married there, after affiance and troth plighted, 
he endoweth the woman of his whole land, or of 
the half, or other lesser part thereof, and there 
openly doth declare the quantity and the cer- 
tainty of the land she shall have for her dower,'* 

When Edward I. married Marguerite of 
France, in 1299, he endowed her at the door 
of Canterbury Cathedral. The object of this 
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ancient custom of formally investing a bride 
with lands and other endowments at the church 
door was that it, like the marriage itself, might 
be a public act, and witnessed by all the persons 
who had, assembled. Chaucer, in the time of 
Edward III., makes the buxom Wife of Bath 
glory in the fact that : 

" Husbands at churche doore have I had five." 

In later times marriages were frequently per- 
formed in the body of the church before the 
parties proceeded to the altar, and sometimes a 
particular stone within the church was used for 
the couple to stand on while the ceremony was 
being performed. Thus, in the old Temple of 
Upsal, wedding couples stood upon a broad stone 
which was believed to cover the tomb of St. 
Eric. The Abyssinians have borrowed the cus- 
tom of celebrating marriages at the church door. 

From very early times money was oflFered to 
the bride, or distributed at weddings, in France. 
When Clovis was married to the Princess Clo- 
tilde, he oflFered by his proxy a sou and a denier, 

VOL. n. 
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which became by law the usual marriage offer- 
ing in France ; and to this day money is given 
to the bride, varying in value according to the 
rank of the parties. At the marriage of the 
present French Emperor money was presented 
to the bride. In late times betrothing coins were 
struck for the occasion. An example of such 
a coin was exhibited to the Archaeological So- 
ciety in 1810. It was a small silver penny, 
inscribed, Denirs de foy Povn^ Epovser^ having 
on one side a heart between two hands, and on 
the other two fleurs-de-lis. Caesar says that 
among the Gauls the husband received a portion 
in money with his wife, for which he made a 
suitable settlement of his goods. 

In France rings were exchanged at the public 
ceremony of betrothal, and a ritual of Bordeaux, 
in 1596, provides a form ; but this does not 
appear to have been an universal custom. More 
commonly the bridegroom only gave a ring. 

In the seventeenth century the following forms 
were generally adopted at marriages in France : — 
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The bridegroom, accompanied by his relations 
and friends, went to the bride's house, and con- 
ducted her to the church. In the procession 
thither, he walked j&rst, supported by two of his 
near kin, and followed, fibrst by the married men, 
and then by the single ones, in couples. The 
bride came next, either with a coronet of white 
flowers or pearls upon her brow, or with her 
head bare, and her hair hanging down. Two of 
her nearest relations led her by the hand, and 
she was followed bv female friends, who walked 
two and two, the married ones having the pre- 
cedence of the single, and the nearest of kin 
those of more remote relationship. They all 
wore little coronets after the fashion of that of 
the bride, if she wore one. Some person bearing 
bread and wine, to be ofltered in the church, 
closed the procession, which returned in similar 
order. 

Usually an entertainment followed the nuptial 
ceremony, and in some parts, all the guests in- 
vited to it made presents, which were deposited 
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in a basin that stood before the couple, music 
being played the while. In other districts the 
gifts were made on the next day, and in others 
no presents were oflFered. The custom of thus 
formally making donations at marriages obtains 
in several countries, notably at the pay weddings 
in Germany, the penny weddings in Scotland, 
and the biddings in Wales. 

At the marriage feast in France the bride- 
groom stood behind the bride, who was seated at 
the head of the table, and he waited upon her. 
After the repast he led her to a dance. At 
night, while the single visitors danced, the 
married ones, both male and female, attended 
the married couple to their chamber, and cere- 
moniously put them to bed. In some cases the 
company danced in the bedroom while the couple 
sat up in bed and looked on. This fashion was 
also observed in England and Scotland in early 
times, as we shall have occasion to mention here- 
after. The French married couple, having been 
left in peace for iwo hours, were then regaled 
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with sack-posset or hypocras, and all the mar- 
ried company, sitting round the bed, drank the 
healths of the pair. Another custom was for the 
bridemen to keep the lady in charge all night, 
and to deliver her in the morning to her hus- 
band, who was obliged to pay ransom money for 
her to her custodians. On the day after the 
marriage the couple received congratulatory visits 
firom their friends, whom they entertained. At 
Paris the bride received these visits in bed by 
candlelight, she being dressed in state. Most of 
the people of quality married privately at night, 
and without any of the above rude ceremonies. 

Brand cites a manuscript in his possession, 
written early in the seventeenth century, and en- 
titled " A Monthes Jorney into Fraunce," for the 
following : — " A schoUer of the university never 
disfurnished so many of his friends to provide for 
his jorney, as they (the French) doe neighbours, 
to adome their weddings. At my being at 
Pontoise, I sawe mistres bryde returne from the 
church. The day before shee had beene some- 
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what of the condition of a kitchen wench, but 
now so tricked up with scarves, rings, and crosse- 
garters, that you never saw a Whitsun-lady 
better rigged." 

At the end of the seventeenth century bride 
favours, or knots of ribbons, were worn on the 
arm by all the guests at weddings in France; 
but afterwards this custom was chiefly confined 
to the peasantry. Misson says : " Formerly, in 
France, they gave livrees de noces^ which was a 
knot of ribbands, to be worn by the guests upon 
their arms ; but that is practis'd now only among 
peasants." At the present time at Dieppe, upon 
the day after marriage, the bride and bride- 
groom walk through the streets accompanied by 
their friends in couples, each one wearing two 
pieces of narrow ribbon, about two inches in 
length, of different colours, which are pinned 
crosswise upon the breast. These strips of rib- 
bon are portions of the garters of the married 
pair, which are cut up amid much merriment, 
after the couple have been formally put to bed 
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on their wedding night. An analogous custom, 
relative to the bridal ribbon garters, prevailed in 
England many years ago. It was, in the last 
century, the custom in Normandy for the bride 
to give her garter to one of the bridemen as a 
favour, or to allow him to take it from her. The 
precaution of loosing every knot about a newly 
married pair was formerly strictly observed in 
France for fear of barrenness. Nouer raiguiUette 
was a common phrase for disappointments of this 
kind. 

In France, under the old monarchial regime^ 
in high families, no communication was allowed 
between the couple before marriage. The pa- 
rents selected partners for their children, and 
frequently a marriage was arranged while the 
parties were still infants. A day or two before 
the ceremony was performed, the young pair 
were led out of their convent or nursery to meet 
almost, if not quite, for the first time. If they 
were pleased with each other, so much the better; 
if not, the marriage nevertheless took place. 



24 THE WEDDING DAY 

The nuptial service being over, it sometimes 
happened that the couple were permitted to 
reside together, but not infrequently the wife, 
" bride-habited but maiden-hearted," was taken 
back to her former abode, the convent school, 
and the bridegroom was sent to travel, or other- 
wise improve himself until he should be fit to 
take charge of his youthful wife. By the old 
laws of France, regulating the age under which 
people should not marry, the limit was thirty 
years for the man, and twenty-five for the 
woman. 

Vaughan, writing in 1608, says : "The antient 
Frenchmen had a ceremonie, that when they 
would marrie, the bridegrome should pare his 
nayles and send them unto his new wife ; which 
done, they lived together afterwards as man and 
wife." 

In olden times marriage by proxy was allowed. 
This custom prevailed at Auvergne, where also 
the lord of the soil had the privilege of attending 
at the " bedding " of a bride, and of putting one 
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leg in her bed. A pecuniary compensation was, 
however, generally accepted in lieu of this, and 
ultimately the amount was fixed at one crown. 
In 1491, the Archduke Maximilian married 
Anne, Duchess of Bretagne, by proxy, and he 
consummated the union by his ambassador at- 
tending with a train of lords and ladies, baring 
his leg to the knee, and putting it into the bed 
of the duchess, thereby taking possession of her 
bed and body. The marriage, however, was 
annulled, and she afterwards became the wife 
of Charles YIII. of France. In the time of 
Charles Y., marriages by proxy were celebrated 
at Yalladolid. In England the same custom 
obtained, as also did that of the proxy putting 
his leg in the bride's bed. 

Formerly was current a vulgar notion that if 
a woman married a condemned man under the 
gaUows, she would thereby save him from execu- 
tion. Certainly this exemption had a quasi legal 
existence in France in the fifteenth century, and 
there are instances of it in the annals of that 
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country. Early in the seventeenth century an 
English ballad celebrated the story of a mer- 
chant, born at Chichester, who was saved from 
hanging by a gallant maiden, who married him 
at the place of execution. In 1725 a woman 
petitioned George I., offering to marry a man 
under the gallows if a reprieve should be granted 
to him. In 1784, at New York, a man actually 
escaped death by marriage at the place of execu- 
tion. 

It was not an uncommon event in France to 
portion young women upon their marriages, in 
commemoration of the birth or wedding of a 
royal personage. Thus, in 1751, 600 girls were 
portioned by the city of Paris on the occasion 
of the birth of the Duke of Burgundy. The 
ceremony of betrothing was performed in their 
respective parishes, and on the next day they 
were married, amid the discharge of cannon and 
the ringing of bells. Each couple had their 
wedding clothes presented to them, and were 
feasted at the public expense. Louis XIV. was 
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accustomed to grant pensions to parents who had 
ten children, and much larger to those who had 
twelve; the policy being that marriage should 
be encouraged, and the reward should be in pro- 
portion to the results. 

Early in the present century there were, in 
Paris, regular offices for negotiating marriages, 
where could be obtained any variety of can- 
didates to suit the most captious tastes. The 
marriage brokers regularly advertised their pro- 
fessions in the newspapers. Similarly, there was 
in London, in 1797, "A New and Original Grand 
Matrimonial Intercourse Institution," which ad- 
vertised a " mode of accelerating and promoting 
the union of the sexes in the bands of holy 
matrimony, without the exposure of either person 
or character." And early in the present century, 
there was also in London an office for the 
negotiation of marriages, the candidates being 
arranged in classes to meet any wants. In 1838 
was announced the publication of a " Portfolio 
for the inspection of Ladies, and which will con- 
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tain copies of the letters, without narae or 
address, from gentlemen of rank and fortune, 
gentlemen of private fortune, officers in the army 
and navy, and other professional gentlemen of 
high respectability and fortune, who are sin- 
cerely desirous of uniting themselves in marriage 
with ladies of respectability." Individual adver- 
tisements for wives were very common in the 
newspapers of the last century; and it is note- 
worthy that, in all such that we have seen, 
money was required with the ladies. 

In Lower Brittany, in the present century, 
eight days before a marriage the bride and 
bridegroom proceeded separately to deliver their 
invitations for the ceremony, the lady being ac- 
companied by a bridesman, and the gentleman 
by a bridesmaid, and a friend called an inviter. 
The inviter, carrying in his hand a long white 
rod, stopped at the door of each house, and com- 
menced a long discourse in verse, in which he 
invited all the people of the house to come to the 
wedding feast, of which he stated the time and 
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place, and also the name of the aubergiste who 
was to provide the repast. This discourse was 
frequently interrupted by devout ejaculations, 
and accompanied by signs of the cross. Often 
several hundred guests were invited in this way. 
The custom bears a great similarity to that of 
the biddings in Wales, and our readers will re- 
member that the Bretons and the Welsh are of a 
kindred race. 

On the morning of the marriage the inviter, 
whose office had changed, and who was now 
called the rhymer, presented himself at the house 
of the bride's parents, in company with the 
bridegroom and his relations. The family of the 
bride stood at the threshold with another rhymer, 
whose duty it was to answer the other in their 
names. A grotesque and serious dialogue be- 
tween the two, intermixed with badinage, fol- 
lowed. A great bit of practical fun, much used, 
was for the bridegroom's poet to ask for the 
lovely maiden who lived there, and for the 
bride's poet to produce some aged wife or widow. 
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We may probably trace in this serai-hostility 
between the two parties the wide-spread symbol 
of capture and defence in marriage. 

Immediately before the bride proceeded to the 
church her mother cut off the ends of the bride's 
sash as a last memorial of her maidenhood. In 
some districts the groomsman and the bridesmaid 
were compelled by custom to watch during the 
whole of the wedding night in the bridal chamber. 
In others, these officials held a lighted candle in 
their hands, and did not retire until the flame had 
descended to their fingers. In another locality 
the groomsman threw nuts to the husband all 
through the night, and the latter cracked them 
and gave the kernels to the bride to eat. It was 
the custom in Normandy for the bride to throw 
over the church a ball, which bachelors and 
married men scrambled for. 

A recent magazine paper, describing a peasant 
wedding in a village of Brittany, says that the 
bridegroom's suit was promoted by the local 
notary, who, upon visiting the girl, took with 
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him a broom, as a symbol that she was to be 
swept out of her parental home. The marriage 
contract was prepared by this oflBcial, who was 
rewarded with francs and garments worked by 
the bride herself. For a fortnight after the civil 
wedding the parties remained at their respective 
homes, working as usual, and seldom seeing each 
other. At the end of this time the couple, pre- 
ceded by their parents, and followed by all their 
friends, in their gayest attire, went ceremoniously 
round the village, and stopped at every shop to 
make purchases, most of which were presents to 
the pair. On the same day the bridegroom, 
accompanied by his male friends, went about to 
invite the guests to the wedding. On the follow- 
ing day at an early hour all the company met at 
the church, where the religious ceremony of mar- 
riage was performed. At its conclusion the priest 
and the guests kissed the happy pair, and then 
the latter with their nearest friends adjourned to 
the sacristy, and partook of meat and wine. 
Meanwhile the villagers feasted and danced on 
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the green outside, and on the wedding party 
emerging from the church they were greeted with 
cheers. The bride and bridegroom then mounted 
a horse, she seated behind him, and they galloped 
round the green several times. This was a tradi- 
tional custom, and was probably one of the many 
and wide-spread symbols of marital capture. 
Then followed a very ancient, noisy, and vigorous 
marriage dance, in which the couple joined. This 
dance was reputed to have had a religious origin 
in Druidic ages. All the day dancing, feasting, 
and singing were kept up. At twilight was pre- 
pared La table de la inariee^ in a brilliantly-illu- 
minated tent, in which sat the bride on a raised 
seat. Certain of the bridegroom's near male 
friends assumed the offices of butlers and cooks, 
of whom the bridegroom was the chief, and his 
duty was to wait upon the bride. By the law of 
custom he was forbidden to take a drop or morsel 
that night. A boisterous orgy was continued 
until day-dawn, the bride being compelled to 
preside until the end. The husband was not 
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allowed to claim her yet, Breton custom requiring 
that on the day following her wedding she should 
go home to her mother. The revels were con- 
tinued for two more evenings, and on the morn- 
ing following the last one the remains of the feast 
were given to the beggars, who in return for the 
same mimicked the wedding dance. Finally, on 
the fourth night after the wedding, all the friends 
of the pair visited them as they lay in bed ; each 
visitor brought a bowl of milk-soup, and the 
couple received from every one a spoonfiil of the 
beverage. The young girls who thus visited the 
bridal chamber secured the pins which had been 
used in fastening the bride's dress, as a charm to 
bring them husbands. 

In Belgium it was regarded as a matter for 
great reproach if a young man married an old 
woman, or the converse ; nor did a tradesman 
marry a gentlewoman ; nor a master or mistress 
his or her servant. Selden says that " the Belgic 
custom at marriages was for the priest to ask of 
the bridegroom the ring, and, if they could be 
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had, a pair of red gloves with three pieces of silver 
money in them {arrhcs loco) ; then, putting the 
gloves into the bridegroom's right hand, and 
joining it with that of the bride, the gloves were 
left, on loosing their right hands, in that of the 
bride." 

In Guernsey, according to Ellis (Brand's 
" Popular Antiquities "), " when a young man offers 
himself to a young lady, and is accepted, the 
parents of the parties give what is termed a 
flouncing ; that is, they invite their friends to a 
feast. The young lady is led round the room by 
her future father in-law, and introduced to his 
friends, and afterwards the young man is paraded 
in like manner by his future father-in-law ; then 
there is an exchange of rings and some articles of 
plate, according to the rank of the parties. After 
this it is horrid for the damsel to be seen walking 
with any other male person, and the youth must 
scarce glance at any female. In this way they 
court for years. After this ceremony, if the 
gentleman alters his mind, the lady can claim 
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half his property; and if the fickle lass should 
repent, the gentleman can demand the half of 
hers." 

It was formerly the custom in most of the 
states of Italy for the marriage contract to be 
made before a priest, but not necessarily in 
church ; and, subsequently, the marriage was 
solemnised after publication of banns. Among 
the lower classes the wedding took place at noon 
with much ceremony; but among the nobility 
it was performed often before sunrise, and with 
little show. The bride was led to church by her 
father, or some other near relation. After 
marriage mass was celebrated, and the ofiBciating 
priest presented the act of matrimony in the 
church registers to the couple, who signed the 
same. 

In some of the provinces of Sicily the parties 
made the marriage contract and received the 
benediction at their own houses, and did not take 
the sacrament until the death of one of the couple. 
The Roman Catholics regard marriage, when con- 
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eluded by the mass, as a sacrament ; hence, until 
the performance of that ceremony, the parties 
were not spiritually bound by the obligations of 
marriage. This, probably, was the reason why 
the Sicilians postponed the mass until the hour of 
death ; the custom, however, was at variance with 
the decrees of the Council of Trent. 

The Roman Catholic church has always attached 
great importance to the subject of matrimony, 
and has taken it entirely under its own manage- 
ment, and regulated it by decrees in council. 
The Council of Trent annuls all marriages not 
solemnised before the parish priest of one of the 
parties, and compels them to publish the banns of 
their marriage in the church of the district in 
which they live, on three successive Sundays or 
feast-days. When no cause appears why the 
marriage should not take place, both parties pro- 
ceed to the bride's parish church, where they 
mutually promise marriage before the priest. 
This formal pledge is a mere preliminary to the 
sacrament, which precedes the actual wedding. 
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On the day before the marriage the betrothed go 
to the church and confess, and receive the com- 
munion. On the next day they again go to the 
church, when the priest asks them their names ; 
whether they are willing to be married ; whether 
they have made any promise of marriage to 
others ; and whether they will vow to love and 
live faithfully with each other. These questions 
being satisfactorily answered, the priest takes, 
blesses, and sprinkles with holy water, the wed- 
ding ring and thirteen pieces of money, which he 
then gives to the bridegroom. He, taking the 
bride's hand, puts the ring on the fourth finger, 
and says, " With this ring I thee wed," and then, 
giving her the money, adds, " With my goods I 
thee endow." The bride answers, and then the 
priest joins them with certain words, and sprinkles 
them and the rest of the company with holy water. 
He then pronounces the nuptial benediction, and 
celebrates mass, in which the couple commu- 
nicate, each holding a lighted candle, kissing 
the crucifix, and offering bread and wine to 
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the priest* Afterwards they sign the act of 
matrimony, and then the ceremony is at an 
end. If either of them was ever married before, 
two of their nearest relations hold a cloth 
over their heads while the priest recites the 
prayers. 

These are the forms which have been in 
general use in Italy and other Eoman Catholic 
Qountries for several centuries past ; but they 
have varied slightly according to time and place. 
In many parts the nuptial bed was blessed at 
night by the priest before the couple got into it. 
In early times in France the bed was blessed 
while the parties were in it ; but sometimes they 
only sat upon it, and they generally received 
thereon a portion of the consecrated bread and 
wine. In France the priest was frequently de- 
t9;ined until midnight before he could bless the 
bed, and was subjected to annoyance from the 
boisterous wedding guests. Therefore, in 1577, 
the Archbishop of Paris ordered that the cere- 
mony should in future be performed in the day- 
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time, or, at least, before supper, and in the 
presence of only the married couple and of their 
nearest relations. 

The "Salisbury Manual" gives a form for 
blessing the bridal bed. We read that "the 
pride of the clergy and the bigotry of the laity 
were such that new-married couples were made 
to wait till midnight, after the marriage day, 
before they would pronounce a benediction, unless 
handsomely paid for it, and they durst not undress 
without it, on pain of excommunication." In the 
articles ordained by King Henry YII. for the 
regulation of his household, we read that the 
following ceremony was observed at the marriage 
of a princess : " All men at her coming in to be 
voided, except woemen, till she be brought to her 
bedd ; and the man, both ; he sitting in his bedd, 
in his shirte, with a gowne cast about him. Then 
the bishoppe with the chaplaines to come in and 
blesse the bedd : then every man to avoide with- 
out any drinke, save the twoe estates, if they liste 
priviely." Shakespeare refers to the custom in 
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his "Midsummer Night's Dream," by making 
Oberon say : 

" To the best bride-bed will we, 
"WTiicli by us shall blessed be." 



In most Italian states many guests attended 
the weddings, and in country places much dancing 
followed them. In some of these states marriages 
were not permitted between persons professing 
different religions ; and a woman who was forty 
years of age was not allowed to be united to a 
man who was under thirty, and if a woman ex- 
ceeded forty years, her husband must be, at least, 
thirty-five. A man above sixty could not marry 
a woman of an age less than thirty years. A 
widow was not allowed to marry again within six 
months next after her late husband's death. 

The Italians in the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries used betrothing rings, which were gene- 
rally made of silver inlaid with niello. The bezel 
was either oval or circular, and the shoulders of 
the hoop were shaped so as to form sleeves, from 
each of which issued a right hand. The hands 
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were clasped together in the Fede. Some of 
these rings were of large size, and were worn 
by men. The diamond was long held by the 
mediaeval Italians the favourite stone for setting 
in espousal rings, and it was called " Pietra della 
Reconciliazione," because of its supposed power 
to maintain concord between husband and wife. 
The Italians also had a custom of interchanging 
betrothal presents of earthen plates, or other 
specimens of Majolica ware, which were always 
painted with subjects appropriate to the occasion. 
Of these there was one class called amatorii, con- 
sisting generally of plates, deep saucers, or jugs, 
upon which the cavalier caused to be painted the 
portrait of his lady, and underneath it was in- 
scribed her Christian name, with the compli- 
mentary addition of bella. Sometimes, instead 
of the portrait, were represented hands united, 
and hearts in flame ; and, instead of the lady's 
name, a motto or moral sentiment was painted. 
These pledges of affection were usually filled with 
sweetmeats when presented. 
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Marriage coffers for the bride's dowry were in 
use in Italy certainly as early as the fifteenth 
century. They were usually ornamented with 
gilding, paintings, and punched work. 

When a noble Yenetian married in the seven^ 
teenth century a day was appointed for giving 
the bride a ring, and the ceremony was performed 
in her house in the presence of many relations 
and friends. In earlier times she went abroad 
uncovered in a gondola, adorned with the richest 
jewels, but afterwards she walked in public 
places, with her face covered with a veil, accom- 
panied by her intended husband and her female 
friends. The ring-giving was followed by the 
usual sacrament at church, and the wedding day 
was spent in feasting and dancing. 

In Genoa the women married at the age of 
fifteen or sixteen years. When a girl was of a 
marriageable age she was kept strictly at home, 
and a match for her was negotiated by her parents 
or friends without her assent. The match-maker 
was usually a female, who, on the wedding day. 



IN ALL AGES AND COUNTRIES. « 

was presented with a sum of money adequate to 
her services. When a husband had been selected 
he commenced his attentions by sending the 
young lady a large and peculiarly-constructed 
bouquet, the acceptance of which was, in fact, an 
acceptance of himself; and she was then called a 
sponsina, or betrothed one. It was the duty of 
the engaged man to present his sponsina every 
morning up to the time of their union with a 
fresh bouquet, the size of which indicated the 
degree of his aflfection for her. This bouquet was 
her distinguishing mark in public. Genoese 
weddings were celebrated with much splendour, 
the fortune of the bride being sometimes expended 
in purchasing a magnificent dress for her. She 
could not be seen without a profusion of rich gold 
ornaments, and, therefore, she was obliged to buy 
a set of trinkets, should the existence of her 
mother prevent her from inheriting those which 
were already in the family. 

In the island of Elba, oflF the coast of Italy, 
the brides attend their weddings bareheaded, and 
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during the ceremony the bridegroom places one of 
his knees on the bride's dress, as a charm against 
the evil powers, who, in the absence of this rite, 
would, during the pronunciation of the sacred 
words by the priest, whisper others which would 
render the bride sterile. When the couple are 
about to leave the church, two persons hold a 
scarf across the entrance to prevent their exit ; 
but this impediment is removed on the immediate 
approach of the pair, without even a request from 
them. This custom seems to have some afiBnity 
to that of chaining in use in England. The 
mother of a newly-married man, on his arrival at 
his house for the first time with his wife, throws 
some rice or grain behind the back of the bride, 
to warn her that after the wedding festivities she 
must devote herself to the duties of housewifery. 
If old persons, or a widower and widow, marry, 
they are aroused on their nuptial day by a noisy 
crowd ringing bells and knocking saucepans. 

In the small Sclavonian republic of Eagusa, in 
the seventeenth century, a man was not allowed 
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to see his intended bride before the marriage eon- 
tract had been made, after which he had liberty 
to visit her; but he could not make her any 
presents before the marriage had been solemnised. 
After her marriage a woman of the lower classes 
was allowed to wear silk for a month, to dis- 
tinguish her from others, who ordinarily wore 
only cloth. Ladies after marriage wore caps 
lined with red, to distinguish them from trades- 
. men's wives. The nobility married only among 
themselves, and so strict were they in the observ- 
ance of this practice, that at one early period 
there were only about twenty-five noble families 
left, and they were physically degenerated. To 
remedy the evil, the liberty of choosing a wife 
out of their select body was extended to them, 
provided that she was a lady living in the 
country between Zara and Cattaro, and had two 
thousand ducats of gold for her portion. 

Among the Morlacchis in Dalmatia, in the 
eighteenth century, the bride was conducted to 
church veiled, and surrounded by her friends on 



46 THE WEDDING DAY 

horseback, who wore peacocks' feathers in their 
caps — the distinctive ornaments of persons who 
attended weddings in that country. The cere- 
mony was performed amidst the noise of muskets 
and pistols, and the acclamations of the company. 
The male friends had each a special ofiBce and 
name in the ceremonial. After the nuptial bene- 
diction, some of them ran to the bridegroom's 
father's house to tell the good news, and the first 
who arrived there was presented with a kind of . 
towel, embroidered at the ends. The head of the 
house came out to meet the bride, and a child 
was handed to her for her to caress before she 
alighted. When she had alighted she knelt down 
and kissed the threshold. Her mother-in-law, or 
some near female relation of the bridegroom, pre- 
sented her with a sieve fiill of different kinds of 
grain, nuts, and small fruit, which the bride 
scattered by handsful behind her back over the 
company. 

A feast was then given, at which the men and 
women were separated. The bridegroom on that 
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day, sacred to union, was not allowed to loose or 
cut anything; hence, his food was cut up for 
him by another person. After the repast came 
dancing, singing, and various games. At night 
some of the official company conducted the bride 
and bridegroom to their chamber, where they un- 
dressed each other in the presence of one of the 
company only. When they were undressed the 
attendant retired, and waited at the door, whence 
he announced the consummation by a pistol shot, 
which was answered by the rest of the visitors. 
The nuptial feast lasted several days, and every 
morning during its continuance the bride carried 
water to the guests for them to wash their hands, 
and each of them threw a small piece of money 
into the vessel which contained it. 

In some parts of Dalmatia it was the custom 
for the chief official guest to strike off with his 
naked sword from the bride's head her crown of 
flowers, before she retired for the night. And in 
another district, before the bride started to the 
church her fitther or mother gave the bridegroom 
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an exaggerated enumeration of her ill qualities, 
and he thereupon gave her a pretended beating. 

Among the Liburnians the following custom 
prevailed at weddings. Before the dinner was 
over the bride and all the guests rose from the 
table, and she threw over the roof of the bride- 
groom's house a cake called kolarh, which was 
made of coarse dough. The higher she threw it 
the happier would the marriage be, and as the 
houses in this country were low, and the cake was 
very hard, the bride seldom failed to ensure a 
lucky omen. Two men attended her, and pre- 
sented her with new shoes and stockings, which 
she did not put on until after her dance. In 
return she gave two or three old handkerchiefs. 

The marriage ceremonies in Spain are substan- 
tially the same as those in France and Italy. 
The early Spaniards had a custom, which they 
learned from the Moors, of exposing to view out 
of the balcony or window of the bridegroom's 
house, on the morning after the wedding day, 
evidences of the bride's purity at the time of her 
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nuptials. By a decree of the Council of Toledo 
in 683, the queens of Spain were interdicted from 
a second marriage, under very severe penalties ; 
and if any man, although a king, dared to marrj^, 
or act criminally with a Spanish sovereign, he 
was excluded from all Christian communion, and 
delivered over to perdition. An ancient Spanish 
ballad, entitled " The Cid's Wedding," thus refers 
to a very old marriage custom, not peculiar 
to Spain : 

** An down tlie street the ears of wheat are round Ximena 
flying." 

Ximena was the bride. 

In the last century the people of Minorca, an 
island off Spain, threw nuts and almonds at wed- 
dings, that boys might scramble for them. This 
was a Eoman custom of great antiquity. 

Swinburne, in his account of the gypsies in 
Calabria, says that " at their weddings they carry 
torches, and have paranymphs to give the bride 
away, with many other unusual rites." 

VOL. II. E 
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In early times in Ireland no marriage ceremony 
was performed without the parties consulting the 
Druidess and her Purin. A certain divination 
was practised with small stones, which were 
thrown up and caught on the back of the hand. 
Upon the success of the cast by the sorceress 
depended the happiness of the proposed match. 

The ancient custom of seizing wives and carry- 
ing them oflF by force was practised in Ireland, 
and even so late as 1767 an instance of this 
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usage occurred in Kilkenny. A desperate lover, 
with a party of armed men, besieged the house of 
his rival, and in the contest one of the fathers-in- 
law was shot dead, and several of the besiegers 
were mortally wounded. The attacking party 
was forced to retire without the maiden. 

Sampson, writing in 1802 of weddings in the 
mountainous districts of Ireland, says : " How- 
ever suitable the match, it is but a lame exploit, 
and even an affront, if the groom does not first 
run away with the bride. After a few days' ca- 
rousal among the groom's friends, the weddingers 
move towards the bride's country, on which oc- 
casion not only every relative, but every poor 
fellow who aspires to be the well-wisher of either 
party, doth bring with him a bottle of whiskey, 
or the price of a bottle, to the rendezvous. After 
this second edition of matrimonial hilarity, the 
bride and groom proceed quietly to their de- 
signed home, and, forgetting all at once their 
romantic frolic, settle quietly down to the ordin- 
ary occupations of life." 
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Piers, in his " Description of West Meath," 
about 1682, says that in Irish marriages, " espe- 
cially in those countries where cattle abound, the 
parents and friends on each side meet on the side 
of a hill, or, if the weather be cold, in some 
place of shelter, about midway between both 
dwellings. If agreement ensue, they drink the 
agreement bottle, as they call it, which is a bottle 
of good usquebaugh, and this goes merrily round. 
For payment of the portion, which is generally a 
determinate number of cows, little care is taken. 
The father or next of kin to the bride sends to 
his neighbours and friends svb mutuce vicissitu- 
dinis obtentu, and every one gives his cow or 
heifer, which is all one in the case, and thus the 
portion is quickly paid. Nevertheless, caution is 
taken from the bridegroom on the day of delivery 
for restitution of the cattle, in case the bride die 
childless within a certain day limited by agree- 
ment ; and, in this case, every man's own beast 
is restored. Thus, care is taken that no man 
shall grow rich by frequent marriages. On the 
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day of bringing home, the bridegroom and his 
friends ride out and meet the bride and her 
friends at the place of meeting. Being come 
near each other, the custom was of old to cast 
short darts at the company that attended the 
bride, but at such distance that seldom any hurt 
ensued. Yet it is not out of the memory of man 
that the Lord of Hoath on such an occasion lost 
an eye. This custom of casting darts is now 
obsolete." 

The following was an ancient custom in Ire- 
land among the poor people. The country folks 
settled among themselves that a certain young 
woman ought to be married, and thej^ also agreed 
together that a particular young man ought to be 
her husband. This being determined, on some 
subsequent Sunday she was "horsed," that is, 
carried upon the backs of men, whom she had 
to provide with liquor. After she had been 
" horsed," a hurling match was played, in which 
her selected swain joined. If he happened to be 
the conqueror he married her, but if another man 



54 THE WEDDING DAY 

was the victor, she became his wife. These games 
were not alwaj^s finished on the " horsing " Sun- 
day, but were continued on two or three subse- 
quent Sundays. The common expression in 
reference to the match was that the girl was 
" goaled." 

In former days marriages were very irregularly 
performed in Ireland, and the custom of men 
changing their wives with each other was very 
common. Separations were frequent and easily 
effected. The Irish living in the mountains 
married their daughters at a very early age — 
generally at twelve or thirteen years. A usual 
gift from a woman to her betrothed husband was 
a pair of bracelets made of her own hair. It has 
been suggested that this custom arose from a 
superstition that a lock of hair had a peculiar 
charm, and also that the gift was a symbol of 
possession, or, as lawyers say, seizin. In the 
present century it is not an uncommon event for 
marriages to be solemnised within the ruined 
churches of Ireland. 
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The Irish peasantry have a general impression 
that a marriage without the use of a gold ring is 
not legal. At a town in the south-east of Ireland 
a person kept a few gold wedding rings for hire, 
and when parties who were too poor to purchase 
a ring of the necessary precious metal were about 
to be married, they obtained the loan of one, and 
paid a small fee for the same, the ring being re- 
turned to the owner immediately after the cere- 
mony. In some places in Ireland it is common 
for the same ring to be used for many marriage 
ceremonies, which ring remains in the custody of 
the priest. Among the fishermen inhabiting the 
Claddagh at Galway the wedding rings are of the 
old clasped-hands pattern, and are heir-looms in 
the family. They are regularly transferred from 
the mothers to the daughters who are first mar- 
ried, and from them the rings pass to their 
descendants. Many of the nuptial rings still 
worn on the western coast are very old, and 
show traces of still older design. 

It was customary in Scotland for marriages to 
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take place when the parties were at a very early 
age. An Act of Assembly in 1600 endeavoured 
to stop untimely unions by interdicting men from 
marrying under the age of fourteen years, and 
women under the age of twelve years ; but there 
are several recorded instances of marriage in 
Scotland, in the seventeenth century, by persons 
at the ages of eleven and thirteen years. 

There are two forms of marriage in use in this 
country — one regular, the other irregular. The 
former is preceded by the publication of banns in 
the kirk of the parish where one of the parties 
resides, and the union is afterwards registered in 
the kirk. The irregular marriage is contracted 
without any religious or other formalities, and 
simply by the parties acknowledging themselves 
to be husband and wife before a witness, or by 
living together as such permanently. This latter 
kind of marriage was that performed by the cele- 
brated blacksmith and other persons at Gretna, 
over the border, who assisted runaway couples 
nto matrimony merely by witnessing their 
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avowal that they were husband and wife. The 
necessity for witnesses in the case of irregular 
marriages is exemplified by an argument used in 
a Scotch court of law ; namely, that if two per- 
sons came before the thirteen judges of the Ses- 
sion in Scotland, and acknowledged themselves 
to be husband and wife, and if, before they got 
downstairs, twelve of the thirteen judges died, 
the evidence* of the remaining one would not be 
sufficient to substantiate that marriage. 

Usually marriages are solemnised in the kirk 
after publication of banns, and substantially the 
ceremony is after the manner of the Church of 
England^ with the exception of the use of the 
ring, which is deemed to be a relic of popery. It 
certainly is a remnant of paganism, for we find 
that the sacramental ring witnessed the vows of 
the rude Celtic races, and rings have frequently 
been found in cists, and under memorial cairns in 
Scotland. Such rings, when taken from barrows 
of female burial, may undoubtedly be regarded as 
either espousal or wedding pledges. In the kirk 



58 THE WEDDING DAY 

at the present time the parties join their right 
hands and give their mutual consent to marry- 
in the presence of the minister, who delivers 
prayers. 

The banns are generally proclaimed before 
divine service on three successive Sundays, as 
with us under our Marriage Act ; but on pay- 
ment of an additional fee at the registry couples 
can be " cried " three times at once on one Sun- 
day. There is a superstition in Scotland that it 
is unlucky for a woman to attend in the kirk 
when the banns are " put up." A similar notion 
obtains in Worcestershire, where it is thought 
that if a woman were to attend at the church on 
either of the three Sundays on which her in- 
tended wedding is proclaimed, all her ofiFspring 
would be born deaf and dumb. A sense of 
modesty perhaps helps to keep this custom alive. 

The upper classes in Scotland are generally 
married on Monday, and the middle and lower 
classes on Tuesday or Friday ; but at Forglen, 
in Banffshire, Friday is accounted an unlucky 
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day for marriage. Another peculiarity with the 
Scotch people is that they much favour the last 
day of the year for celebrating marriages. There 
are more weddings on that day in Scotland than 
in any week of the year, except, of course, the 
week in which that day occurs. The months of 
January and May are considered to be particu- 
larly objectionable for marriages ; the supersti- 
tion as to the latter having been taken from the 
Eomans probably. It is also not proper to have 
the banns published at the end of one quarter of 
a year, and to marry at the beginning of the next 
quarter. At Logierait, in Perthshire, and the 
neighbourhood, that day of the week upon which 
the 14th of May fell was deemed to be un- 
lucky all through the remainder of the year, and 
no person would marry upon it. At Kirkwall 
and St. Ola it was considered an unhappy omen 
if a couple were disappointed in getting married 
on the day which they had fixed for the purpose. 
In Scotland a bride is generally lifted over 
the threshold of her new home, a custom which 
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is probably derived from the Komans. The 
threshold is considered to be a sort of sacred 
limit, and is the subject of much superstition. It 
is customary for the mother, or some other near 
female relative of the bridegroom, to attend at 
his house to receive the newly-married pair. She 
meets them at the door with a currant bun, 
which she breaks over the head of the bride 
before entering the house. It is considered very 
unlucky if the bun by mistake should be broken 
over the head of any person other than the bride. 
The distribution of money at marriages is still 
observed in Scotland. About the time when the 
couple are about to leave the house of the bride's 
father, either for the wedding trip or the bride- 
groom's home, the boys and girls of the neigh- 
bourhood assemble in front of the house and cry 
out, *'Bell money, bell money!" When the 
door is opened, the shouts are redoubled, and 
they do not cease until some one of the wedding 
party throws a shower of copper and small silver 
coins among the crowd. The departing bride 
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and bridegroom are generally saluted with a 
volley of old slippers and shoes, for luck. The 
Scotch had a superstition about happy and un- 
happy feet. Thus, at Forglen, it was formerly 
the custom to wish brides and bridegrooms a 
happy foot. 

In some remote districts of Scotland the friends 
of the bridegroom assemble at his residence, and 
proceed with him to that of the bride, where a 
clergyman meets them and performs the marriage 
ceremony. All then go in procession, preceded 
by a fiddler, to the future residence of the couple. 
The young men of the party start off at full speed 
on foot or horseback, and the one who first 
reaches the house and announces the wedding is 
said to have won the broose or kail, and is en- 
titled to salute the bride with a kiss on her 
arrival. He was formerly also entitled to some 
refreshment out of the kail-pot prepared for the 
approaching party, a dish of spiced broth, or a 
cake. On the arrival of the bride a farle of oat- 
cake, that is, a quarter of a circle into which the 
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cake is generally cut, is broken over her head, 
and she is presented with a pair of tongs, as a 
symbol of her future right to rule the household. 
The custom of riding for the kail is referred to in 
the " Collier's Wedding," by Chicken, in 1764, 
as follows : 

" Four rustic f eUows wait the wliile 
To kiss the bride at the church-style ; 
Then vigorous mount their f elter'd steeds, 
With heavy heels, and clumsy heads ; 
So scourge them going, head and tail — 
To win what country call the kail." 

Sampson, writing in 1802, says : " At the 
Scotch weddings the groom and his party vie 
with the other youngsters who shall gallop first 
to the house of the bride. Nor is this feat of 
gallantry always without danger; for in every 
village through which they are expected they are 
received with shots of pistols and guns. ' These 
discharges, intended to honour the parties, some- 
times promote their disgrace, if to be tumbled in 
the dirt on such an occasion can be called a dis- 
honour. At the bride's house is prepared a bowl 
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of broth, to be the reward of the victor in the 
race, which race is therefore called the running 
for the brose." 

The "Courier," of the 16th of January, 1813, 
in recording a wedding in the preceding month at 
Mauchline, says : " Immediately after the mar- 
riage, four men of the bride's company started for 
the brose, from Mauchline to Whitehill, a distance 
of thirteen miles, and when one of them was sure 
of the prize, a young lady, who had started after 
they were a quarter of a mile oflF, outstripped 
them all, and, notwithstanding the interruption 
of getting a shoe fastened on her mare at a 
smithy on the road, she gained the prize, to the 
astonishment of both parties." 

Sinclair, writing in 1792, says that at Galston, 
in Ayrshire, the custom was when a young man 
wished to pay his addresses to a girl, not for him 
to go to her father's house and profess his passion, 
but to go to a public-house ; and he having let 
the landlady into the secret, the girl was sent 
for. She seldom refused to come under such cir- 
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cumstances, and when she arrived she was enter- 
tained with ale and spirits, and the marriage was 
agreed on. 

Another custom formerly in use in Scotland 
was called creeling the bridegroom. On the day 
after the wedding, when the marriage feast was 
continued, the bridegroom had a creel or basket 
filled with stones firmly fastened upon his back ; 
and with this incumbrance he was compelled to 
run about the neighbourhood, followed by his 
friends, who would not allow him to remove it 
until his wife came after him, and either kissed 
him or unfastened the creel. This she did in 
token that she was no longer a maiden; and 
sometimes it happened that, as the relief depended 
upon her, the husband had not to run far ; but 
when she was either very bashful or very sportive, 
he had to carry his load a considerable distance. 
The custom was very strictly enforced, for the 
fi-iend who was last creeled had charge of the 
ceremony, and he was generally anxious that the 
new bridegroom should not escape. 
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Pennant, in his "Tour in Scotland," relates 
that among the Highlanders it was the custom 
for the bride immediately after her marriage to 
walk round the church alone. In some places 
all the company after leaving the church walked 
round it, keeping the walls always upon their 
right hands. Another custom in the Highlands, 
and particularly at Logierait, was to unloose 
every knot about a newly-married couple before 
the celebration of the ceremony, for fear of bar- 
renness; but the knots were retied before the 
parties walked round the church. A similar 
usage as to the unloosing of the knots prevailed 
in France and elsewhere. The walk round the 
church was called the Deasuil, and is of Celtic 
origin. 

Among the Highlanders great care was taken 
that dogs did not pass between a couple on their 
way to be married ; and particular attention was 
paid to leaving the bridegroom's left shoe with- 
out a buckle or latchet, in order to prevent the 
secret influence of witches on the wedding night. 

VOL, II. F 
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A Highland wedding early in the present cen- 
tury was generally conducted as follows. When a 
couple of young people had agreed to get married, 
the nearest relations of both parties met to ratify 
the contract, which was generally done by the 
consumption of a quart or two of whiskey, as in 
Ireland. This proceeding was called the booking. 
Some Tuesday or Thursday in the growth of the 
moon was appointed for the celebration of the 
nuptials. Meanwhile, two trustworthy persons 
were selected, one being a man, to protect the 
bride from being stolen, which in olden times 
most likely she would have been; and the other 
being a woman, who acted as the bed-chamber 
custodian on the wedding day. A few days 
before the wedding the parties, attended by their 
friends, perambulated the country to invite the 
guests. On the bridal morning some lady friend 
was appointed mistress of the ceremonies for the 
day, and she decked the bride in her best clothes. 
The bridegroom also was/ made as smart as pos- 
sible, and adorned with wedding favours. Volleys 
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of musketry welcomed the guests to a substantial 
breakfast, after which the company had a dance. 

At the proper hour the bride was mounted on 
horseback behind an experienced rider, and with 
musketry and bagpipes she proceeded with her 
friends to the appointed place. The bridegroom 
and his party followed, and allowed the bride and 
her friends to enter the meeting-house first. After 
the nuptial ceremony all the company adjourned 
to the nearest inn or the house of some relation 
of the bride, it being considered unlucky for her 
new home to be the first which she entered after 
her marriage. All parties then returned to the 
bridegroom's house, where they were received 
with gun-shots. At the door the bride was wel- 
comed with a basket of bridal bread and cheese. 
The couple were then seated at the upper end of 
a banquet, after which followed dancing and deep 
drinking. Late at night came the "bedding of 
the bride," who was put to bed in the presence of 
all the company. Her left stocking was then 
flung over the shoulder of some person, and the 
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one upon whom it fell was reckoned to be the 
individual who would next get married. The 
bridegroom was then led in and put to bed, and 
while there he drank the company's health. The 
festivities lasted all the next day ; and this con- 
tinued mirthful celebration of the affair was called 
'* backing the wedding." 

A pennie brydal, or penny wedding, was a 
common event in Scotland in the last century. 
The expense of the marriage entertainment was 
defirayed, not by the couple or their friends, but 
by the guests, all of whom paid something. 
Sometimes as many as two hundred guests as- 
sembled, usually at a tavern, and their contribu- 
tions often amounted to a good sum, which greatly 
assisted the couple upon their outset in life. In 
Aberdeenshire this kind of wedding was called 
the siller marriage. The penny weddings were 
in olden times reprobated by respectable people 
:is leading to disorder and licentiousness ; but it 
was found to be impossible to suppress them. 
All that could be done was to place restrictions 
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upon the amount allowed to be given, and five 
shillings was the limit. An act of the Greneral 
Assembly, in 1645, endeavoured to abolish pennie 
brydals, without success. 

The records of the parish which includes the 
most northern burgh on the mainland of Scot- 
land, show that in the last century those persons 
who had been fined by the Kirk Session were 
not entitled to " get the benefit of marriage " 
until the fines were paid. These fines had been 
imposed principally for " Sabbath-daye enormi- 
ties." In 1709 the Session, "considering the 
great abuses committed by the confluence of 
people who frequent contracts" (betrothals), ap- 
pointed " that none contract till they come to the 
minister, and find caution that there be no danc- 
ing or music at the contracts." In 1711 it was 
enacted that, for the better preservation of the 
sanctity of the Sabbath, " there be no marriages 
hereafter upon Monday." Persons " contracted " 
or publicly betrothed were fined 10^. Scots by 
the Session if they afterwards refused to " imple- 
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ment the contract ;" and persons intending mar- 
riage were, after the change of currency, obliged 
to " consign " 10s. in the clerk's hands before 
publication of the banns. It is recorded that the 
Session " sat upon an elder for going and court- 
ing here and there several women," for which he 
was " sharplie reproved." 

At Caithness, early in the present century, 
when a man wished to be married and could not 
repeat the shorter catechism, the Session required 
him to produce two " cautioners " to the amount 
of 121. Scots, that he would acquire it within six 
months after his marriage. 

The custom of assembling many persons to- 
gether, and spending several days in drinking, 
feasting, and dancing, at weddings, was very 
common in all parts of Scotland ; and usually 
the greater part of the provisions was provided 
by the many guests who assembled on the occa- 
sions. Douglas's " Virgil '* tells us, " There was 
a custom in the Highlands and north of Scotland, 
where newly-married persons had no great stock, 
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or others low in their fortune, brought carts and 
horses with, them to the houses of their relations 
and friends, and received from them corn, meal, 
wool, or whatever else they could get." Earn- 
say 's "Poems," in 1721, tell us that it was the 
custom in Scotland for the friends to assemble at 
a newly-married • couple's house, before they had 
risen from bed, and to throw presents upon the 
bedclothes : 

" As fou's the house cou'd pang, 

To see the young f ouk or they raise, 

Gossips came in ding dang. 
And wi' a soss aboon the claiths 

nk ane their gifts down flang." 

At a village near Glasgow was a little round 
isolated mount called a Mote, and in recent times 
it was the custom, after the celebration of a 
marriage in the neighbourhood, for the wedded 
pair, with their friends, to assemble and dance 
on the flat top of the Mote. The penalty for a 
neglect of this usage was sterility in the couple. 

In early times the Scottish lairds and barons 
regulated the marriages of their vassals, and had 
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the right to sleep with the wife of any of them 
on the first night after marriage. This privilege 
was in later days waived upon the payment of a 
sum of money by the husband. " It was said 
that Eugenius III., king of Scotland, did wickedly 
ordain that the lord or master should have the 
first night's lodging with every woman married 
to his tenant or bondman, which ordinance was 
afterwards abrogated by King Malcolme III., 
who ordained that the bridegroom should have 
the sole use of his own wife, and therefore should 
pay to the lord a piece of money called Marca." 

In earlv times there were few churches on the 
borders of Scotland, hence a priest used to visit 
the forlorn regions once a year for the purpose of 
solemnising marriages and baptisms. This, says 
Scott, gave rise to a custom called hand-fasting, 
by which a couple, who were too impatient to wait 
the arrival of the priest, consented to live as 
husband and wife in the interim. Each had the 
privilege, without loss of character, to draw back 
from the engagement if he or she were not dis- 
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posed to legitimatise the cohabitation by the 
rites of the church. But the party retiring was 
obliged to maintain the issue of the union, if any. 

This custom of hand-fasting, or hand-fisting, 
was in use in the last century, when, at an an- 
nual fair, the unmarried persons of both sexes 
chose companions for the ensuing year, with 
whom they lived until the next fair. If they 
mutually suited at the end of the twelve months 
they got married, and if otherwise, they sepa- 
rated. Sinclair, writing at the end of the last 
century, suggested that as this custom obtained 
at a place situated near a Roman encampment, 
possibly it was based upon the Roman marriage 
by use, by which, if a woman lived with a man 
for a year without being absent three nights, she 
became his wife. The hand-fasting kind of mar- 
riage contract is said to have been in use among 
the ancient Danes, who called it hand-festing, 
and upon which followed the freedom, without 
the actual ceremony, of marriage. 

A writer in 1543 says : " Every man lyke- 
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wj'se must esteme the parson to whom he is 
hand-fasted, none otherwyse than for his owne 
spouse, though as yet it be not done in the 

church After the hand-fastynge and 

makyng of the contracte, the churchgoying and 
weddyng shuld not be differred to longe. . . At 
the hande-fasting ther is made a greate feaste and 
superfluous bancket, and even the same night are 
the two hand-fasted personnes brought and layed 
together, yea, certan wekes afore they go to the 
chyrch." 

Brand, writing early in the present century, 
says that the system of full probation before 
marriage was practised on Portland Island, and 
that traces of the hand-fasting system might be 
found in many parts of England. 

According to the Scotch law, the marriage of 
the father and mother legitimatises all children 
previously born, however old they may be. An 
old saying is that all children under the mother's 
girdle or apron-string at the time of her marriage 
are legitimate. In very early days children born 
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before wedlock used to perform a part in the 
marriage ceremony, by being placed under the 
veil or mantle of the bride or the pallium of the 
altar, in which position they received the nuptial 
benediction. And instances have occurred in 
more modern times where premature oflFspring 
have been put under their mother's apron, and 
had the string tied over them during her marriage. 

In the last century the purchase of silver tea- 
spoons always preceded nuptials in Scotland. 
They were as much a necessary part of the wed- 
ding gear as the household furniture, and they 
were as regularly bought. The country folks 
resorted for these spoons to the Parliament Close, 
in Edinburgh, where all the goldsmiths were 
located. 

Sometimes a bridal party in Scotland takes a 
pleasure sail upon the water, but when they do 
they always go up the river. It is considered 
very unlucky to go down the water ; and if the 
party should do so, either the bride, bridegroom, 
or one of the bridesmaids will be drowned. 
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On the eve of the day of St. Andrew, the 
patron saint of Scotland, maidens, in pursuance 
of an old and wide-spread custom, sought to learn 
what kind of husbands they were to have by 
praying in these words : " Oh, St. Andrew ! 
cause that I obtain a good pious husband. To- 
night show me the figure of the man who will 
take me to wife." There was an ancient super- 
stition that, in order to ensure good fortune to a 
bride, it was necessary that she should enter her 
house under two drawn swords placed in the 
form of St. Andrew's cross. 

In certain districts of the Orkneys the people 
marry only when the moon is growing, believing 
that the waning moon is fruitless ; a supersti- 
tion which recalls the words of Theseus in the 
" Midsummer Night's Dream : " 



« 



Chanting faint hymns to the cold fruitless moon." 



Some couples even wish for a flowing tide at 
their nuptials. Thursday is also esteemed the 
luckiesit day in the week for marriage by the 



IN ALL AGES AND COUNTRIES. 77 

Orcadians. Possibly this respect for Thor's day 
is a remnant of Scandinavian paganism. {Vide 
vol. i. p. 229.) 

Near the Loch of Stennis, in the Orkneys, are 
certain standing stones, which are relics of two 
large circles, called respectively the Circle of the 
Moon, and the Circle of the Sun. As recently as 
one hundred years since these two enclosures were 
made to fulfil a matrimonial duty. A maiden 
who wished to be married performed alone a 
circuit round the stones dedicated to the moon, 
and her intended husband used to do the same in 
solitude round those devoted to the sun. This 
ceremony completed, the pair met at the stone of 
Odin, through the centre of which was a hole of 
capacious size. They took their stand on either 
side, joined their hands through the hole, pledged 
their troth, and thus became husband and wife. 
At any time afterwards, when the match became 
mutually irksome, the couple met in the evening 
in the church of Stennis, each departed through 
a different door, and thus a divorce was com- 
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pletely effected. In other parts of the Orkneys 
the contracting parties joined their hands through 
a perforation or ring in a stone pillar at the cere- 
mony of marriage. 

In the Scilly Isles marriages were performed 
without banns or licence. The nuptials were 
celebrated with dancing and music, and they con- 
cluded with the bride's dance at night. 

In the Isle of Man a superstition prevails that 
it is very lucky to carry salt in the pocket, there- 
fore the natives always do so when they marry. 
Train, in his history of this island, says, " On the 
bridegroom leaving his house it was customary to 
throw an old shoe after him, and, in like manner, 
an old shoe after the bride on leaving her home 
to proceed to church, in order to ensure good 
luck to each respectively ; and if by stratagem 
either of the bride's shoes could be taken off by 
any spectator on her way from church, it had to 
be ransomed by the bridegroom." 

Waldron, writing of a Manx wedding, says : 
"They have bridemen and bridesmaids who lead 
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the young couple, as in England, only with this 
diflFerence, that the former have osier wands in 
their hands, as an emblem of superiority." The 
same author tells us that at the marriages of the 
inhabitants of the Isle of Man they were pre- 
ceded to church by musicians, " who play all the 
while before them the tune, The Black and the 
Grey^ and no other is ever used at weddings/ 
He adds that, " when they arrived at the church 
yard they walk three times round the church 
before they enter it." And, in reference to a 
wedding feast, he says : " Notice is given to all 
the friends and relations on both sides, though 
they live ever so far distant. Not one of these, 
unless detained by sickness, fails coming, and 
bringing something towards the feast ; the nearest 
of kin, if they are able, commonly contribute the 
most, so that they have vast quantities of fowls 
of all sorts ; I have seen a dozen of capons in one 
platter, and six or eight fat geese in another ; 
sheep and hogs roasted whole, and oxen divided, 
but into quarters." 
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CHAPTER III. 

Welsh Marriages — Biddings — Bidding Letters — Purse and 
Girdle — ^Wedding Gifts— Bride Wains — Bride Ales — Bride 
Bushes— Bride Stakes — Racing at Welsh Weddings — Helen's 
Hunt — Biding for the Eibbon — Westmoreland Weddings — 
Bell Inscriptions — Quintain Sports at Weddings — ^Bundling 
— Chaining — Sanding — Marriage Tithes — Money given at 
Marriages in Wales — ^Wife-beating. 

The weddings in Wales in olden times were 
characterised by several curious customs; for 
example, Biddings, Bundlings, Chainings, Sand- 
ings. Huntings, and Tithings. 

The Biddings were, probably, of British origin, 
and were conducted as follows. When a young 
couple had arranged to be married they sent a 
paid bidder or inviter about a week or a fort- 
night before the wedding day to invite the guests. 
He usually carried a long stick, with ribbons 
flying, and standing in the middle of the guest's 
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room he repeated the words of bidding, generally 
in rhyme, by which he invited aU in the house to 
the wedding, and to bring their gifts, promising 
them good entertainment. The richer people 
sent circular letters to the guests by the bidder, 
in which letters it was stated that any donations 
would be thankfully received. So early as 1594, 
bidding letters were used in Cardiganshire wed- 
dings. In later years the custom of sending 
them was so common throughout Wales, that 
the printers kept bidding forms in type, and made 
the necessary additions to them as occasion re- 
quired. The following is an example of a bidding 
letter : — 

" Carmarthen, Aug. 19, 1828. 

**We beg leave respectfully to acquaint you 
that it is our intention to enter the matrimonial 
state, on Tuesday, the 23rd day of September 
next ; and from the encouragement we have re- 
ceived, by the kind promises of our friends, we 
purpose making a bidding on the occasion, which 
will be held the same day, at the Old White Lion, 

VOL. II, G 
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in Queen Street, where we hope to have the 

pleasure of your company and influence; and 

whatever favours you may then think proper to 

confer on lis will be gratefully acknowledged, and 

repaid with thanks whenever required on a similar 

occasion, by your humble servants, 

" Dennis Woods, Currier. 

*' Eugenia Vaughan, 

Servant at the Ivy Bush Hotel. 

^*The young man's father and mother (John 
and Anne Woods), his brother (John) and sisters 
(Jane and Anne), with James Powell, desire that 
all gifts of the above kind, due to them, be re- 
turned to the young man on that day, and will be 
thankful for all favours granted. Likewise, the 
young woman's mother (Elizabeth Vaughan), 
her sister (Rebecca), and George Adams, of the 
Ivy Bush Coach OflBce, with Anne, his wife, re- 
quest that all gifts of a like description due to 
them, may be repaid to the young woman on the 
above day, and will also feel thankful for any 
additional favours that may be conferred on her." 
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A bidding letter sent in 1850, gave informal 
tion of the place and hour to the invited guest, 
and concluded with the words : " and whatever 
donation you may be pleased to confer on us 
then, will be thankfully received, wannly acknow- 
ledged, and cheerfully repaid whenever called for 
on a similar occasion." In recent times the 
custom is confined to servants and mechanics in 
towns, but in the country all the labourers, trades- 
folk, and farmers of the humbler sort adopt it 

On the day before the marriage the woman's 
goods, generally consisting of an oak chest, a 

feather bed, the bedclothes, and some other house- 

« 

hold furniture, were taken to her husband's house ; 
and this was called " bringing home the chamber." 
The man was expected to find the bedstead, 
tables, and chairs. On the eve of the wedding 
the bridegroom received at his house presents of 
money, cheese, butter, and cattle fix)m his fiiends, 
and the bride also received similar gifts at her house 
from her friends. This was called " purse and 
girdle," and is an ancient British custom. In 
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some parts the gifts were presented at a feast before 
or on the wedding day itself. An account of each 
gift and of the giver was kept in writing by the 
clerk of the wedding, and the presents were con- 
sidered to be debts, which were in some places 
transferable or assignable to other persons; in 
others, were returnable only when the actual 
donor entered into matrimony, and he or she gave 
a bidding ; in others, were repayable on demand 
at any time, and upon refusal were recoverable at 
law ; and in others, could not be recljiimed by the 
givers until a similar occasion presented itself in 
his or her own family. 

The wedding generally took place in Cardigan- 
shire on a Saturday. Upon the wedding day 
the bride and bridegroom and all their bidden 
friends, sometimes to the number of a hundred or 
two, went in procession to the church, preceded 
by a harper or fiddler. Occasionally the friends 
of the bridegroom met at his house first, where 
they had bread, cheese, and ale ; then ten or 
twenty of the best mounted among them went to 
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the bride's house to demand her. in marriage. 
There her friends were already assembled, and 
between the two parties ensued a wordy warfere, 
consisting of arguments and threats in poetry on 
one side and abuse on the other. Ultimately the 
bride was given up, and then the united parties 
went to the church ; the one which had obtained 
possession of her riding off with her as if they 
had captured her. Going to the church, fre- 
quently the men and women went in separate 
parties, but in returning they walked or rode in 
pairs. Generally in country places they rode, 
and after the knot had been tied they all, men 
and women, raced back to the bridegroom's house, 
or to the inn where the feast was to be given. 
Often the feast was of a simple kind, being com- 
posed of bread, cheese, and ale, but generally the 
drink was not spared. It was often at this re- 
past that the guests' presents were made when 
they consisted of money, a large plate being 
placed on a table for that purpose. On the day 
after the wedding the bride and bridegroom re- 
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ceived back the presents which they had made at 
other people's weddings. 

Owen, in his " Welsh Dictionary," in explana- 
tion of the word cy mhorth, says : " The poor 
people in Wales have a marriage of contribution, 
to which every guest brings a present of some 
sort of provision or money to enable the new 
couple to be^ the world." Under the word 
cawsa, he says : " It is customary in some part 
of Wales, for poor women newly married to go 
to formers' houses, to ask for cheese, which is 
called cawsa." And under the word " cowyll," he 
says that it signifies a garment or cloak with a 
yeU, presented by the husband to his wife on the 
morning after marriage, and also the settlement 
on her of his goods and chattels. 

A custom similar to the Welsh biddings pre- 
vailed in Cumberland, Westmoreland, and other 
parts of the North of England at the end of the 
last century. A wedding in these places was 
not a private affair, but was publicly celebrated, 
and called a bride -wain or bidden wedding. 
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After a match had been arranged^ the parties 
gave notice of its intended celebration to the 
public in every possible way, even by advertise- 
ments in the newspapers, which, giving the 
names of the parties, and the place and time of 
the wedding, invited any one who pleased to 
come to it. Such an advertisement appeared so 
late as 1803. Generally the whole neighbour- 
hood for miles round, to the number of several 
hundred persons, assembled at the bridegroom's 
house or other appointed place, where they all 
joined in various out-door pastimes, A plate or 
bowl was put in a convenient place, and each one 
of the visitors contributed something. Generally 
presents were also made to the couple several 
days after the ceremony by /their relations and 
near friends, and these gifts consisted of house- 
hold furniture, domestic utensils, pewter plates, 
knives, forks, candlesticks, grain, and money. 
The value of the total contributions was some- 
times as much as 200Z. A servant girl who had 
continued in the same servitude for seven years 
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was entitled, upoa her marriage, to a copper 
kettle capable of containing from four to six 
gallons; and this vessel was always presented, 
unless the bride preferred some equivalent in its 
place. 

The bride-wain wedding was first so called 
because persons low in their fortunes sent round 
carts or wains and horses to their friends, and 
received from them com or whatever they could 
get. Hutchinson, writing of Whitbeck, in Cum- 
berland, says : " Newly-married peasants beg corn 
to sow their first crop with, and are called com- 
laiters." 

Other similar weddings were called bride-ales, 
bride-bushes, and bride-stakes, from the brides 
selling ale on the wedding day, and the invited 
friends contributing money or goods in payment 
for it; and also from a bush at the end of a stake 
or pole being the ancient sign of the country ale- 
houses, around which pole the guests used to 
dance- The term of " bride-ale " was also applied 
to the marriage procession, and the carrying 
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home of the bride was sometimes called a bride- 
wain. 

The court rolls of Halesowen borough, in 
Salop, of the fifteenth year of Elizabeth's reign, 
contain the following entry relating to the custom 
of bride-ale : " Item, a payne is made that no 
person or persons that shall brewe any weddyn- 
ale to sell, shall not brewe above twelve strike of 
mault at the most, and that the said persons so 
married shall not keep nor have above eight 
messe of persons at his dinner within the burrowe : 
and before his brydall daye he shall keep no un- 
lawfull games in hys house, nor out of hys house, 
on pain of twenty shillings." We may gather 
from this restriction, that bride-ales were in early 
times conducted with much deep drinking. 

Puttenham, in his "Arte of Posie," tells us 
that during the course of Queen Elizabeth's en- 
tertainment at Kenilworth Castle, in 1575, a 
bride-ale was celebrated with a great variety of 
shows and sports ; and Laneham, in his contem- 
porary letter, mentions the same fact. Newton, 
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in his " Herbal for the Bible," savs that at 
bride-ales the houses and chambers were strewed 
with roses ; and, writing of rushes, he says : 
" Herewith be made manie pretie imagined de- 
vises for bride-ales," a§ " baskets, hampers, pan- 
niers, pitchers, dishes," and other things, which 
were hung up in the houses and given as " bride- 
gifts or presents." Ben Jonson says : 

"With the phant'sies of Hey-troll, 
TroU abont the bridal bowl^ 
And divide the broad bride-cake 
Bound abont the bride's stake.'* 

. Yaughan, in his " Golden Grove," in 1608, 
says : " The marriage day being come (in some 
shires of England), the invited ghests do assemble 
together, and at the very instant of the marriage 
doe cast their presents (which they bestowe upon 
the new-married folkes) into a bason, dish, or cup 
which standeth upon the. table in the church,* 
ready prepared for that purpose. But this cus- 
tome is onely put in use amongst them which 
gtand in need." 
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^In the "History of Sr. Billy of Billericay 
and his Squire Ricardp," we read: *^In most 
parts of Essex it is a common custom, when poor 
people marry, to make a kind of dog-hanging, or 
money-gathering, which they call a wedding- 
dinner, to which they invite tag and rag, all that 
will come; where, after dinner, upon summons 
of the fiddler, who setteth forth his voice like a 
town-crier, a table being set forth, and the bride 
set simpering at the upper end of it, the bride- 
grooDd standing by with a white sheet athwart his 
shoulders, whilst the people march up to the bride, 
present their money and wheel about. After this 
offering is over, then is a pair of gloves laid upon 
the table, most monstrously bedaubed about with 
ribbon, which by way of auction is set to sale at 
who gives most, and he whose hap it is to have 
them, shall withall have a kiss of the bride." 
, Morant says that at Great Yeldham, in Essex, 
" a house near the church was anciently used and 
appropriated for dressing a dinner for poor folks 
when married, and had all utensils and furniture 
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convenient for that purpose." And, writing of 
Harlow, he says that a house close to the church- 
yard was designed for the entertainment of poor 
people on their wedding day. Gough, in his 
" Camden," in 1789, tells us that in Hertford- 
shire, "at Therfield, as at Braughing, was till 
lately a set of kitchen furniture lent to the poor 
at weddings." 

But to return to Welsh wedding customs. We 
have already mentioned that it was usual for the 
bridal party to race back from the church to the 
bridegroom's house, or to the inn where the feast 
was to be given. Malkin, in his " Tour in South 
Wales," says : " 111 may it befall the traveller 
who has the misfortune of meeting a Welsh wed- 
ding on the road. He would be inclined to sup- 
pose that he had fallen in with a company of 
lunatics escaped from their confinement. It is 
the custom of the whole party who are invited, 
both men and women, to ride full speed to the 
church porch, and the person who arrives there 
first has some privilege or distinction at the mar- 
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riage feast." Malkin adds that the race is con- 
ducted in such a boisterous and reckless manner 
as to be highly dangerous. 

Brand says : " A respectable clergyman in- 
formed me thal^ riding in a narrow lane near 
Macclesfield, in Cheshire, in the summer of 1799, 
he was suddenly overtaken (and indeed they had 
well-nigh rode over him) by a nuptial party at 
full speed, who, before they put up at an inn in 
the town, where they stopped to take some re- 
freshment, described several circles round the 
market-place, or rode, as it were, several rings." 

Another custom in Wales is for the bride to 
gallop on horseback away from the bridegroom, 
attended by a cavalier of her own choice. The 
husband must follow her in her own line of 
country, and oftentimes he has a difficult task 
to capture her. This race is sometimes called 
Helen's Hunt, in allusion to the ride of Helen 
with Paris, which originated the Trojan war, but 
probably the race is a mere symbol of the old 
custom of capture and defence, which was so 
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common with all primitive people. Lord Kames, 
writing in 1807, says that the following contest 
took place at a Welsh wedding in his day : " On 
the morning of the wedding day, the bridegroom, 
accompanied with his friends oi;^ horseback, de- 
mands the bride. Her friends, who are likewise 
on horseback, give a positive refusal, upon which 
a mock scuffle ensues. The bride, mounted be- 
hind her nearest kinsman, is carried off and is 
pursued by the bridegroom and his friends, with 
loud shouts. It is not uncommon on such an oc- 
casion to see two or three hundred sturdy Cambro- 
Britons riding at full speed, crossing and jostling 
to the no small amusement of the spectators. 
When they have fatigued themselves and their 
horses, the bridegroom is suffered to overtake his 
bride. He leads her away in triumph, and the 
scene is concluded with feasting and festivity." 

Similar customs to the above prevailed in Scot- 
land under the name of riding for the kail, and in 

« 

Westmoreland a contest of this kind is called 
riding for the ribbon. In a book published at 
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Kendal in 1790, in the Westmoreland dialect, we 
are told that after a wedding ceremony, "awe 
raaid haam fearful wele, an the youngans raaid 
for th' ribband, me cusen Betty banged aw th' 
lads, an gat it for sure." A Westmoreland wed- 
ding was conducted with much festivity and 
boisterous mirth. Early in the morning of the 
marriage day the bridegroom, attended by his 
friends, proceeded to the house of the bride's 
father. Having arrived there, the husband 
saluted his wife, and all the party had a sub- 
stantial breakfast; after which iJiey went to 
the church in a procession, accompanied by a 
fiddler. A garland of flowers was thrown across 
the shoulders of the bride, and a similar wreath 
adorned the waist of the bridegroom. At the 
conclusion of the marriage ceremony the company 
repaired to the nearest inn, where the couple's 
healths were drunk. They then returned in a 
cavalcade to the bride's fether's house, where 
they had dinner and much post-prandial merri- 
ment. Immediately upon their arrival home all 
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the company were presented with a slice of bride- 
cake, called wineberry (currant) cake, which the 
bride cut up, the ring being meanwhile placed 
upon it, and which the bridegroom handed round 
to the guests. In the evening the couple were 
chaired amid the plaudits of the company, and 
the night was spent in jollity until daydawn. 

Apropos of Westmoreland we may add, that 
' on the fifth bell at the church at Kendal was the 
following inscription in reference to the common 
custom of bell-ringing at weddings : 

" In wedlock bands, 
AU je who join with hands, 

Tour hearts unite ; 
So shaU our tuneful tongues combine 

To laud the nuptial rite." 

The last four lines, with the omission of the 
word "tuneful," are inscribed upon the eighth 
bell of Sevenoaks Church, in Kent ; and a similar 
verse is upon the tenth bell of Cripplegate Church. 

The game of quintain was a very usual ad- 
junct to weddings in Wales in early times, and it 
was also common in England on similar occasions. 
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As a bridal sport probably the English borrowed 
it from the Welsh. Among the latter people the 
Mends of the bride often raised obstructions 
before the door of her house to perplex the friends 
of the bridegroom. These obstructions were 
sometimes ropes of straw fastened across and 
blocking up the road, and sometimes a quintain, 
which was rigidly guarded by the bride's party, 
who challenged the opposite company to games 
with it. If the competitors, as they rode atilt at 
the flat side of the machine, were not dexterous, 
they were overtaken by the swinging sand-bag 
and struck oflF their horses — an occurrence which 
gave great pleasure to the woman's champions, 
who maintained a friendly hostility to the man 
and his companions. Probably the straw-rope 
obstructions gave rise to the chainings, which we 
shall presently mention. 

Owen, in his " Welsh Dictionary," under the 
word " cwintan," says : " A pole is fixed in the 
ground, with sticks set about it, which the bride- 
groom and his company take up, and try their 
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strength and activity in breaking them upon 
the pole." Ben Jonson refers to the quintain at 
weddings as follows : 

" At quintin lie, 
In honour of his bridal-tee, 
Hath challenged either wide countree." 

At Blackthorn the wedding quintain stood upon 
the common green, and was a well-recognised insti- 
tution there. At Deddington, in Oxfordshire, this 
sport was commonly used at marriages. In 1575, 
among the various sports which entertained Queen 
Elizabeth at Kenilworth Castle was running at 
the quintain at a country bridal. Blount, in his 
" Glossographia," says that this game was much 
in request at marriages, particularly in Shrop- 
shire ; and that the quintain was set in the high- 
way where the bride and bridegroom had to pass. 
The young man who broke most poles, and 
showed most activity, won a garland. Aubrey 
says the sport was common at Aveddings until 
the breaking out of the civil wars. 

The custom of Bundling in Wales was as 
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follows. The man went at night to the bed of 
his lover, into which, retaining some of his outer 
garments, he was admitted by her without re- 
serve. These meetings were often conducted 
with much mnocence, but sometimes the converse 
happened. This kind of courtship generally took 
place on Saturday or Sunday nights, and the 
man often walked long distances to the bundling. 
The custom is said to have originated in a 
scarcity of fiiel, and the consequent unpleasant- 
ness of the couple sitting together in cold weather 
without a fire. The same mode of courtship was 
known in America under the name of tarrying, 
as we have before noticed (vide vol. i., p. 186). 

The custom of Chaining is .common in Mon- 
mouthshire and Glamorganshire at popular wed- 
dings. The couple, after their marriage, are 
stopped at the church door or churchyard gate 
by the villagers holding a band of twisted ever- 
greens and flowers, or of hay and straw, which 
is not removed until the pair have paid a toll. 
Sometimes the couple are chained together with 



100 THE WEDDING DAY 

the band, and sometimes the people of the vil- 
lages, through which the bride and bridegroom 
pass on their way home, obstruct them with a 
chain of the before-mentioned materials. At a 
village in Somersetshire a few years ago, on the 
occasion of weddings, the children of the place 
used to fasten the gates of the church with ever- 
greens and flowers ; and this floral bond was not 
unloosed until money had been given. 

At Knutsford, in Cheshire, and in the district 
for several miles round, obtains the custom of 
Sanding. On the day of the celebration of a 
wedding, the couple's friends and neighbours 
decorate the street in front of their houses by 
strewing white sand in various patterns. Some- 
times this ornamentation takes the shape of 
curved lines one above another, and sometimes 
of diamonds and segments of circles. At others, 
words are formed, as " Long Life and Happiness." 
When a well-known inhabitant is married, nearly 
every door front is embellished in this way. 
The origin of this custom is obscure, but it is 
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said that before 1774, when St. John's Church 
was erected, the old church was situated about a 
mile from the town, and it had no bells ; conse- 
quently the inhabitants had not the usual means 
of testifying their pleasure at a marriage by 
ringing a merry peal. They therefore resorted 
to the expedient of marking pretty devices in 
red and white sand before their doors as tokens 
of congratulation. At this same Knutsford it is 
usual on the return of a wedding party from 
church to throw money to the boys who collect 
round the couple's door, and who on breach of 
the custom keep up a cry of " A butter-milk 
wedding." 

At Northwich, in Cheshire, by authority of 
the charter of the Church, the senior scholar of 
the grammar school was entitled to receive mar- 
riage fees to the same amount as those taken by 
the clerk, or in lieu thereof to receive the bride's 
garters. 

A paper in the collection of Dr. Kennett in 
the Harleian MSS., says that it was an old 
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custom in the dioceses of St. Asaph and Bangor, 
in North Wales, for the curates to take a tenth 
part of all the goods of both the man and the 
woman, whether rich or poor, upon their mar- 
riage. And although they had paid the usual 
tithe upon the crops at harvest, they were still 
obliged to pay another tenth if they happened 
immediately afterwards to get married. Persons 
living in adultery paid a fine of eleven shillings 
a year to the ordinary. These customs caused 
matrimony to be very scarce in the diocese. 
The marriage tithe of goods in Wales was de- 
clared to be illegal by an Act of Parliament 
passed about 1549. 

Pennant says : " In North Wales, on the 
Sunday after marriage, the company who were 
at it come to church, ie. the friends and relations 
of the party make the most splendid appearance, 
disturb the church, and strive who shall place 
the bride and groom in the most honourable seat. 
After service is over the men, with fiddlers before 
them, go into all the ale-houses in the town." 
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The Eev. Dr. Lort says in a manuscript note, 
cited by Brand : " At Wrexham, in Flintshire, 
on occasion of the marriage of the surgeon and 
apothecary of the place, August, 1785, 1 saw at 
the doors of his own and neighbours' houses, 
throughout the street where he lived, large 
boughs and posts of trees, that had been cut 
down and fixed there, filled with white paper, 
cut in the shape of women's gloves and of white 
ribbons." 

It was the custom in some parishes in South 
Wales, not long since, for the bridegroom, upon 
uttering the words, ** With my body I thee 
worship, and with all my worldly goods I thee 
endow," to produce money from his pockets, 
which he handed to the clergyman, who out of 
it took his fee, and delivered the remainder to 
the bride. So in Cumberland not long back, the 
bridegroom provided himself with gold coins and 
crown pieces, and when the service reached the 
endowing words, he gave the clergyman his fee, 
and poured the rest of the money into a hand- 
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kerchief which was held for the bride by one of 
her maids. These usages were relics of the old 
church regulation, that " the accustomed duty to 
the priest and clerk " should be laid upon the 
book with the ring; and also of the ancient 
custom of purchasing the woman's virginity. 

An old Welsh law tells us that a husband 
might administer three blows with a stick to any 
part of the person of a misbehaving wife except 
her head; and another law provided that the 
stick should be not longer than the husband's 
arm, and not thicker than his middle finger. 



IN ALL AGES AND COUNTRIES. 105 



CHAPTER lY. 

Marriage among the Early Christians — Marriage among the 
Ancient Britons — Marriage among the Anglo-Saxons — 
Marriage among the Anglo-Normans — The power of Feudal 
Lords over their Wards — Infant Marriages — Betrothal 
Customs — ^The Nuptial Kiss — Breaking Money — Crooked 
Ninepence — ^Locks of Hair — ^Tokens of Engagement — Love 
Pledges. 

As a preface to our notes upon the archaeology of 
marriage in England, to which our remaining 
chapters will be devoted, it is necessary that we 
should give an outline of the history of nuptials 
in the early Christian church, upon which many 
of our present rites and ceremonies are based. 

Christian marriage was developed out of the 
marital customs of pagan Greece and Italy, and 
also out of the like usages of the Jews. At first 
it was not a religious ceremony, the only neces- 
sary form of it being that the bridegroom should 
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go to the bride's house, and lead her to his own 
home in the presence of witnesses ; or, in other 
words, marriage was a mere social contract, the 
essence of which was the taking of the woman by 
the man. When the church first exercised its 
control over marriage is not quite clear. Pro- 
bably in early days it recognised marriage as a 
civil contract even before it interfered in the cere- 
mony. Afterwards, in order to correct abuses, 
the priesthood introduced the custom of cele- 
brating marriages before themselves, and of giving 
the nuptial benediction. 

The church forbade marriage in Lent, in a.d. 
364. The decrees of Pope Siricius in 385, spoke 
of marriage as being regularly contracted by the 
benediction of the priest. The canonical answers 
of Timothy, who succeeded to the bishopric of 
Alexandria in 380, mentioned also, " the perform- 
ing of the oblation" at marriages. St. Synesius, 
bishop of Ptolemais, in the fifth century, referred 
to the celebration of espousals in church ; and in 
the same century, Sidonius, bishop of Clermont, 
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intimated that the wedding ceremony was not 
deemed to be complete until the bride had gone 
home to the bridegroom's house. 

Marriage was j&rst forbidden to bishops in 692, 
and to priests in 1015; and the latter were 
obliged to take vows of celibacy in 1073. In 
1138 the penalty for priests marrying was depri- 
vation of their benefices, and exclusion from 
the celebration of divine service. Nevertheless, 
instances of married priests are not uncommonly 
found in ancient charters, at least to the end of 
the reign of Edward III. Charlemagne enacted 
in the eighth century, for the western empire, and 
Leo Sapiens in the tenth century, for the eastern, 
that marriage should be celebrated in no other 
way than by sacerdotal benediction and prayers, 
to be followed by the eucharist. Pope Nicholas, 
in the ninth century, wrote that crowns or gar- 
lands were worn on the heads of married couples, 
and that such articles were kept in the church 
for the purpose. These facts may be taken as 
evidence of the interest which the early ecclesias- 
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tics took in matrimonial affairs ; but it was not 
until 1199 that marriage was systematically pre- 
ceded in the Latin church by the publication of 
banns, and uniformly celebrated in the sacred 
building. In that year Pope Innocent III. decreed 
that espousals should be a church ceremony ; and 
the great Council of Lateran, convoked by him in 
1215, confirmed the same decree. The earliest 
canonical enactment on the subject of marriage- 
banns in the English church is said to have been 
made by the Synod of Westminster or London 
in 1200, which ordered that no marriage should 
be contracted without banns thrice published in 
the church, unless by the special authority of the 
bishop. Some record that the practice was intro- 
duced into France as early as the ninth century, 
and that Odo, bishop of Paris, ordained it 
in 1176. 

With the savage inhabitants of Britain before 
the time of Caesar's invasion, an indiscriminate, or 
but slightly restricted, intermixture of the sexes 
was the practice ; polygamy prevailed, and 
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several brothers often had only one wife among 
them all. Frequently the only method of fixing 
the obligation of paternity, was by the uncertain 
one of resemblance. When, however, the ancient 
Britons celebrated their marriages, they did so at 
a cromlech in the open air, and sacrifices were 
offered. The lover of a British virgin addressed 
himself first to her father, whose absolute autho- 
rity took away all power of refiisal from the 
daughter. If the father agreed to the suitor's 
request of the lady in marriage, he was introduced 
to her ; the period of courtship was very short, 
generally only a few days. As the Britons ad- 
vanced in civilization they practised monogamy, 
the violation of which was considered to be a 
disgrace. 

By the Anglo-Saxons the bond of matrimony 
was held to be most sacred. No man could law- 
fully marry without first obtaining the consent of 
the woman's Mundbora, or guardian, who was 
her father if living, and, if not, some other near 
relation. If such consent was not obtained, the 
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husband was liable to penalties, and he acquired 
no legal rights over either the wife or her goods. 
For this consent the lover always paid a mede or 
price, in the nature of a present, according to the 
rank of the lady. It was therefore advantageous 
to a father that the " spindle-side," or female part 
of his family, to use Alfred's term, should out- 
number the " spear-side," or male members 
thereof. The parties were solemnly contracted, 
and a friend of the bridegroom became surety for 
the woman's good treatment and maintenance. 
Her dowry was fixed; and all the relations of 
both parties within the third degree were invited 
to the marriage feast. Each one made some pre- 
sent to the couple ; and the Mundbora gave them 
arms, furniture, cattle, and money. This was 
called the Faderfrum, or father's gift, and was all 
the fortune that the bridegroom received. 

On the day before the wedding, which generally 
took place within six or eight weeks from the 
time of the contract, the invited fi'iends of the 
bridegroom went to his house, where they spent 
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the day in feasting. On the next morning they 
went armed and on horseback to the house of the 
bride, under the conduct of the foremost man, to 
receive her, and conduct her to her husband. 
This martial show was both for compliment and 
to prevent a rescue by any former lover. The 
bride was led by a matron, called the brides- 
woman ; followed by many young women, termed 
the bridesmaids, and attended by hor Mundbora 
and other male relations. On her arrival she 
was received by the bridegroom, and solemnly 
betrothed by her guardian. 

The united companies then proceeded to the 
church, attended by musicians. No marriage 
was lawful without the presence of the Mundbora 
at the ceremony, and he gave the bride to the 
bridegroom, saying, " I give her to be thy honour 
and thy wife ; to keep thy keys and share with 
thee in thy bed and goods." The parties received 
the nuptial benediction from the priest, sometimes 
under a veil or square piece of cloth, called the 
care-cloth, held at each corner by a man, to con- 
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ceal the bride's blushes ; but this was not used in 
cases where the bride was a widow. After the 
benediction both of the parties were crowned with 
flowers, which were kept in the church for the 
purpose. A ring was used at the marriage as 
well as at the betrothal. Some authors say that 
at the marriages of the Anglo-Saxons, the Mund- 
bora presented the bridegroom with one of the 
bride's shoes, as a token of the transfer of autho- 
rity ; and she was made to feel the change by a 
blow on her head given with the shoe. The 
husband was bound by oath to use his wife well, 
on failure of which she might leave him ; but he 
was allowed to bestow a moderate castigation 
upon her. 

After the marriage ceremony all the company 
returned to the bridegroom's house, where was 
held the wedding feast. At night the bride 
was conducted to her chamber and put to bed 
by the women, and the bridegroom was in like 
manner attended by the men. The couple both 
being in bed, their healths were drunk in their 
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presence by all the company. On the next 
morning, when the bridegroom rose, he gave his 
bride a morgengabe, or morning gift, which be- 
came her separate property, and was the ancient 
pin-money. All the company came to the 
chamber before the couple rose, to hear this gift 
declared, after which they feasted again for 
several days, until the provisions were con- 
sumed, and then, having made presents to the 
husband, they departed. The wedding dresses 
of the bride, and of three of her maidens, and of 
the bridegroom and his attendants, were of a 
peculiar fashion and colour, and might not be 
worn on any other occasion. These dresses were 
at first the perquisites of the musicians who 
attended the marriage, but in later times they 
were given to some church or abbey. 

The Anglo-Normans published an intended 
marriage three times in church, as we do at the 
present day. These people continued the Saxon 
custom of compelling the husband to obtain the 
consent of the wife's guardian to her marriage. 

VOL. n. I 
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So, in feudal days, the king had the right of 
disposing of the daughters of a deceased land- 
owner in marriage, if they were under fourteen 
years of age. This power was vested in him in 
order to prevent heiresses who were his tenants 
from marrying persons of doubtful affection to 
him. He had also the power of disposing of his 
male wards in marriage, although without such 
a good reason as that which applied in the case of 
females. The disposal of young orphan heiresses 
was generally deputed to some favourite who was 
possessed of sons, and to whom a wealthy mar- 
riage might be important. 

The lords of manors had similar arbitrary 
rights over their orphan wards, and this was one 
of the feudal wrongs which drove the Norman 
barons to revolt in the days of King John ; and the 
restriction that the heir should be forced to marry 
according to the choice of his lord was modified 
by the Great Charter. Frequently the lords 
sold their wards for high prices, or compelled 
them to pay large sums for the liberty to marry 
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as they pleased. In fact, the power was so much 
abused that it was ultimately abolished. 

Fathers who possessed rank and wealth af- 
fianced their children at a very early age, and 
compelled them to marry on arriving at puberty, 
in order to prevent wives or husbands from being 
forced upon the children after the father's death, 
the lord being eager either to secure an un- 
married orphan prize for his own family, or to 
realise a profit by the sale to another. In 1265 
William Fitz Nigel was obliged to pay Eang 
John eleven marks for liberty to marry at his 
own pleasure. Isabel, daughter of Maurice, third 
Lord Berkeley (who, born in 1281, was himself 
married at eight years of age, and was a father 
before he was fourteen) was married in June, in 
the second year of Edward III., to Eobert, Lord 
CliflFord, junior, upon the death of whose father. 
Lord Berkeley, supposing his son not to be of full 
age, bought his marriage of the king for 500/.; but 
it appearing by inquisition that he was of full age. 
Lord Berkeley got the money back from the Ex- 
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chequer, Maurice, fourth Lord Berkeley, was 
knighted at seven years of age to prevent ward- 
ship, and he was married at eight years, to Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Hugh, Lord Spenser, then only 
eight years also. In the eighth year of Henry VIIL 
Maurice, sixth Lord Berkeley, bought of the king 
the wardship of the body and lands of John, son 
and heir of Sir Richard Berkeley, of Stoke ; and 
by his will directed that he should be married at 
sixteen years of age to Isabel Dennys, his sister's 
daughter. 

Frequently the very early marriages of children 
in the days of chivalry, and subsequently, were 
arranged by their parents not only to avoid 
wardship, but also to prevent the children from 
forming improper attachments, and to obtain for 
the parents advantages by union with important 
families. Thus, Thomas, Lord Berkeley, was con- 
tracted to Margaret, daughter of Gerald Warren, 
Lord Lisle, in the forty-first year of Edward III. ; 
and by reason of her tender age — she was then 
only about seven years old — it was arranged that 
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she should remain with her father for four years ; 
but sickness happening in the family, they were 
married in the November following. Thomas, 
son of William, Marquis of Berkeley, was con- 
tracted by his father, at the age of five years, to 
Anne, Countess of Pembroke. Thomas, fifth 
Lord Berkeley, in the seventeenth year of 
Henry VIIL, made a contract with Thomas, 
Duke of Norfolk, that his son and heir, Thomas, 
if he came to be nineteen years old, should marry 
Catherine, daughter of the duke. George, Lord 
Berkeley, in the twelfth year of James I., married 
Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Michael Stanhope, he 
being thirteen, and she nine, years old. About 
four years afterwards the bridegroom was sent to 
Christ Church, Oxford, his wife remaining with her 
father. 

Froissart says that at the affiancing of two 
children, at the age of ten years, they were put 
into the same bed. 

At the present time in England, the age for 
consenting to matrimony is fourteen in males 
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and twelve in females. If the male be under 
fourteen, or the female under twelve, the mar- 
riage, although not absolutely void, is imperfect, 
and either of them, upon coming to the age for 
consenting, may disagree, and declare the mar- 
riage void. 

Among the early Christians, as among the 
early English, a most important prelimmary of 
marriage was a betrothal or nuptial contract^ 
called sponsalia. In latter ages betrothal and 
marriage have been performed at the same time, 
both in the Western and Eastern churches. By 
the civil law, if a marriageable girl had not been 
betrothed by those whose natural or legal duty 
it was to see her married, and if afterwards she 
were to form any illicit connection, no damages 
were recoverable for loss of her services. The 
betrothal was often made before a priest, and 
was always confirmed by gifts, called arrhae and 
arrhabones, the earnest of marriage, as also by 
the joining of hands, by the interchange of rings, 
or by the man only giving a ring {vide the 
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chapter on rings, i>ost\ by a kiss, by a dowry, by 
an oath, or by a written agreement signed before 
witnesses. Augustine mentions an agreement to 
marry, signed by the parties, and attested by 
several witnesses. A law of Henry I. enacted 
that no marriage contract made between a man 
and a woman without the presence of witnesses 
should be valid if either of them afterwards re- 
pudiated it. St. Leobard of Tours, in the sixth 
century, gave his betrothed a ring, a kiss, and a 
pair of shoes ; the latter being a sign of his great 
subjection to her, and to bind his feet, the ring 
binding his hands. 

TertuUian mentions the nuptial kiss and join- 
ing of the right hands together at the espousals, 
as a sign on the woman's part of the first resig- 
nation of her virgin modesty. Strutt quotes a 
manuscript in the Harleian Library, which says : 
" By the civil law, whatever is given by way of 
betrothal gifts betwixt them that are promised in 
marriage, hath a condition (for the most part 
silent) that it maybe had again if marriage ensue 
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not ; but if the man should have a kiss for his 
money, he should lose one half of that which he 
gave. Yet with the woman it is otherwise, for, 
kissing or not kissing, whatsoever she* gave she 
may ask and have it again ; however, this ex- 
tends only to gloves, rings, bracelets, and such 
like small wares." It will thus be seen that for 
the privilege of giving or taking a kiss the man 
entailed upon himself a loss. Shakespeare, in the 
" Two Gentlemen of Yerona," makes Julia say 
she will seal her betrothal " bargain with a holy 
kiss ;" and in " Twelfth Night " the priest says 
that a betrothal was " attested by the holy close 
of lips." 

Before publishing the banns it was anciently 
the custom for the priest to affiance the two per- 
sons to be married in the name of the Trinity ; 
and the banns were sometimes published at ves- 
pers as weU as during the time of mass. When 
the ceremony of betrothal was performed before 
a priest, he demanded of the parties whether they 
had entered into a contract with any other per- 
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son, or made a vow of chastity or religion; 
whether they had acted for each other, or for 
any child which they might have had, in the 
capacity of godfather or godmother ; or whether 
they had committed incontinence with any near 
relation of the other party ; but the latter ques- 
tion might be dispensed with. Then the follow- 
ing oath was administered : " You swear by God 
and his holy saints herein, and all the saints of 
Paradise, that you will take this woman, whose 

name is , to wife, within forty days, if holy 

church will permit." The priest then joined their 
hands and said : " And thus you affiance your- 
selves ;" to which the parties answered affirma- 
tively. They then received a suitable exhortation 
on the nature and design of marriage, and an in- 
junction to live piously and chastely until that 
event should take place. They were not per- 
mitted, at least by the church, to reside in the 
same house; but were nevertheless regarded as 
man and wife. The marriage took place in 
modern times forty days after. An illicit con- 
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nection in the interval was styled matrimonium 
presumptum^ and whether it was improper was a 
moot point. 

The ceremony of betrothal was regarded with 
much respect in England. We find, under date 
1476, that a certificate was given by the minister 
and six parishioners of UflFord, in Sufiblk, to the 
effect that since the death of a certain man's wife 
he had not been " trowhplyht " to any woman, 
and that he might therefore lawfully take a wife. 
The register books of Clare, in Suffolk, in the 
seventeenth century, contain a memorandum 
signed by a woman, by which she resigned all 
right in a man unto another woman, and assented 
to the couple proceeding to matrimony. 

A very ancient custom at betrothal, particu- 
larly among the common people, was to break 
a piece of gold or silver into two parts, of 
which one was kept by the man, and the other 
by the woman. It was also usual for the parties 
to drink upon the occasion of the breakage of 
the metal. Strutt cites the old play of *'The 
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Widow " in proof of both of these usages. The 
widow is asked whether, upon the making by her 
of a verbal contract to marry, gold was broken 
between her and her lover, and whether they 
drank to each other. To which she replies that 
they " broke nothing," and drank ** not a drop." 
Whereupon her questioner says that the contract 
cannot stand good in law. In Middleton's play 
of "No Wit like a Woman's," one of the cha- 
racters refers to the lip touching " the coritracting 
cup." In Doggett's " Country Wake," in 1696, 
Hob, referring to his betrothed wife Mary, says : 
" I ask't her the question last Lammas, and at 
AllhoUow's-tide we broke a piece of money, and 
if I had liv'd till last Sunday, we had been ask'd 
in the church." Again, in an old chap history, 
called " Bateman's Tragedy ; or, the Perjured 
Bride justly Rewarded," we are told that to bind 
his love the hero " broke a piece of gold, giving 
her the one half and keeping the other himself." 
In the play of the " Vow Breaker," which was 
probably founded upon the story which the last 
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mentioned penny history commemorated, Bate- 
man says to Anne : 

" Here is a peece of gold ; 'tis but a little one, 
Yet big enough to ty and scale a knot." 

And again he says : 

" Our vows were made to heaven, and on earth 
They must be ratifide : in part they are. 
By giving of a pledge, a peice of gold : 
Which when we broke, joyntly then we swore. 
Alive or dead, for to enjoy each other." 

Anne afterwards refers " to the peece of gold we 
brake between us/* Butler, in his " Hudibras," 
hints that the broken piece of metal should be a 
crooked one : 

" His wit was sent him for a token, 
But in the carriage crack'd and broken. 
Like commendation ninepence crook'd. 
With — To and from my love — ^it look'd." 

In olden times certain ideas of good fortune 
attached to crooked money. Gay also, in his 
** What d*ye Call It ?*' alludes to the practice thus : 
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Yet, justices, permit us, ere we part, 

To break this ninepence, as you've broke our heart." 
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Fibert, one of the characters, breaking the nine- 
pence, says : 

" As this divides, thus are we torn in twain." 

And Kitty, joining the pieces, replies : 

" And as this meets, thus may we meet again." 

In Gay's " Fifth Pastoral " he says : 

" A ninepence bent 
A token kind to Bumkinet is sent." 

Probably this custom of breaking money arose 
out of the more ancient and more expensive usage 
of dividing the gemmal, or joint ring {vide p. 137). 
Another betrothing custom was for the woman 
to give her sweetheart a lock of her hair woven 
into a true-lover's knot. The man gave also a 
similar pledge. Thus, in " Cupid's Revenge," 
a play by Beaumont and Fletcher, a woman 
says : 

" Given earrings we wiU wear. 
Bracelets of our lovers' hair. 
Which they on our arms shaU twist 
(With their names carved) on our wrist." 
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Gay says that : 

" With lovers 'twas of old the fashion 
By presents to convey their passion ; 
No matter what the gift they sent, 
The lady saw that love was meant. 

# * * * # 

• 

Some by a snip of woven hair, 

In posied lockets bribe the fair; 

How many mercenary matches 

Have sprung from di'mond-rings and watches !" 

Flowers were worn by the betrothed as tokens of 
their engagement, Spenser, in his *' Shepherd's 
Calendar " for April, says : 

" Bi-ing coronations and sops-in-wine 
Worn of paramours." 

Sops-iii-wine were of the gilliflower or pink spe- 
cies. Quarles, in his " Shepheard's Oracles," in 
1646, tells us that 

" Love-sick swains 
Compose rush-rings and myrtleberry chains, 
And stuck with glorious king-cups, and their bonnets 
Adom'd with lawrell-slips, chaunt their love-sonnets. 
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Men also wore their lovers' ribbons, handker- 
chiefs, garters, gloves, scarfs, and fans, as tokens 
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of engagement In Greene's " Defence of Conny 
Catching " we read of men " with a locke worne 
at theyr lefte eare for their mistrisse favour. 
Howe, in his additions to Stowe's "Chronicle, 
says that in the time of Elizabeth it was " the 
custome for maydes and gentil women to give their 
favorites, as tokens of their love, little handker- 
chiefs of about three or foure inches square, 
wrought round about^ and with a button or a 
tassel at each comer, and a little one in the 
middle, with silke and threed; the best edged 
with a small gold lace, or twist, which being 
foulded up in foure crosse foldes, so as the 
middle might be seene, gentlemen and others did 
usuallv weare them in their hatts, as favours of 
their loves and mistresses. Some cost sixpence 
apiece, some twelve pence, and the richest six- 
teene pence." In a play of 1636 a man says to 
his sweetheart on going away to the wars : " I 
leave an handkercher with you; 'tis wrought 
with blew Coventry." 

In Lodge's "Wit's Miserie," in 1596, we read : 
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** If he walke abroad, and misse his mistres feivour 
about his neck, arme, or thigh, he hangs the head 
like a soldier in the field that is disarmed." A 
passage in the ** House of Correction/' in 1619, 
refers to a lover who wore the glove, ring, feather, 
embroidered scarfe, and fan of his lady. In the 
"Arraignment of Lewd, &c. Women," in 1632, 
referring to men who believed a lady was in love 
with them, the author says : " One must wear 
her glove, another her garter, another her colours 
of delight." Gay pities a poor wit because 

** No lady's favour on his sword is hxmg." 

$ 

And, describing a beauty, the poet says : 

" Rich Dandin's briUiant favours grace her ears." 

As early as the time of Edward I. lovers ex- 
tolled their mistresses in, and sought to win their 
affections by, amatory songs. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ArchsBology of the Wedding Ring — rirst Use of Rings — ^Ring 
Finger — Betrothal Rings — Rings necessary in English 
Church Marriages — Objections to the use of Wedding Rings 
— Substitutes for Rings — Gemmal Rings — Joint-ring Posies 
— ^Poetical Allusions to the Gemmal — ^Examples of Betrothal 
Rings — Examples of Wedding Rings — ^Royal Rings — ^Ring 
Posies — Rienzi's Wedding Ring — Rings given at Weddings 
— Rush Rings — Superstitions attaching to the Wedding 
Ring — The Ring and the Cake. 

The archaeology of the wedding ring could hardly 
be exhausted in a volume as large as the one 
now before the reader; we can, therefore, give only 
an outline of it. The custom of wearing rings in 
general is so ancient that it is based upon fables. 
We have already explained that rings were worn 
in early Bible days, although it is doubtful whe- 
ther they were used in the nuptial rites of the pri- 
mitive Jews (vide vol. i. p. 8) . The ancient Greeks 

VOL. II. K 
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and Romans wore rings, and the latter certainly 
employed them in their betrothals. Whenever 
and by whomsoever the nuptial ring was origin- 
ally used, it appears to be clear that it was first 
employed at the ceremony of betrothal, and not 
necessarily at the second ceremony, or the bene- 
diction and completion of the marriage. These 
two ceremonies were in the earliest times, and 
with many nations, distinct Irom each other; 
but in later days they have become united 
into one. 

In the ninth century a ring was used by the 
Christians in their betrothals rather than at their 
weddings. Pope Nicholas, writing of this period, 
says, that the man first presented the woman with 
espousal gifts, among them being a ring, which he 
placed upon her finger; he then delivered the 
agreed dowry ; and after that came the full nup- 
tial ceremony. Muratore, writing of the ancient 
Italians, says : " In the ninth century a man who 
wished to pledge his faith as the future husband 
of a woman, placed a ring upon her finger, which 
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is at the present day preserved for the benediction 
of marriage." 

The Christian chnrch doubtless adopted the 
wedding ring from the pagans of Italy, as a con- 
venient sign of marriage ; and it appears to be 
clear that the ring was thus used by Christians 
before marriage came to be ^garded as a religious 
institution. Long after the Christian religion 
was adopted by the Romans, marriage was con- 
sidered to be a mere civil contract, which was 
entered into before a magistrate. After the cus- 
tom of keeping distinct the betrothal and the 
marriage ceremony fell into desuetude, the be- 
trothal ring was still retained under the name of 
the engagement ring, but it was not always used 
for the final ceremony. As we have before 
explained, the nuptial rings of the Romans were 
made of various metals, as iron, brass, copper, and 
gold ; and it seems that, while the ceremony of 
betrothal was distinct fi:om that of marriage, the 
rings used were ornamented in various ways. 
But when formal betrothal became obsolete the 
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ring used at marriage took a plain shape, and was 
generally a simple hoop of gold, as at the present 
time. Now that betrothal and marriage are one 
and the same ceremony, all the ornamentation is 
bestowed upon the engagement ring. 

In early times among the classical ancients the 
betrothal ring was worn, as by us at the present 
time, on the left hand, on the finger next to the 
least, because of an erroneous idea that a vein or 
nerve ran from that finger directly to the heart, 
and therefore it was thought that the outward 
sign of matrimony ought to be placed in near 
connection with that seat of life. Another reason 
why this particular hand and finger were used 
has been given as follows: namely, the left 
hand is less employed than the right, and the 
finger next the least is more protected than any 
other one. Another reason why women wear 
their wedding rings upon their left hand is said 
to be, because that hand is a sign of inferiority or 
subjection. 

In ancient days the ring appears to have been 
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put upon the bride's right hand. Thus, accord- 
ing to the " Salisbury Manual," the bridegroom 
was to receive the ring from the priest with the 
three principal fingers of his right hand ; and 
then, holding the right hand of the bride with his 
own left hand, he was to say, " With this ring I 
thee wed." He was then to place the ring on her 
right-hand thumb and say, " In the name of the 
Father," then on the second finger and say, " and 
Son," then on the third finger, and say, **and Holy 
Ghost," and finally on the fourth finger, and say, 
" Amen," where it was to remain. An ancient 
Pontifical ordered the bridegroom to place the 
ring successively on three fingers of the right, and 
then to leave it on the fourth finger of the left hand. 
When children were betrothed by the Anglo- 
Saxons the bridegroom gave a pledge or wed, 
part of which consisted of a ring, which was 
placed on the maiden's right hand, where it re- 
mained until the actual marriage, when it was 
transferred to the left hand. The Anglo-Normans 
put the ring on the middle finger of the right hand. 
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During the reigns of George I. and George II. 
the wedding ring, although placed upon the usual 
finger at the time of marriage, was sometimes 
afterwards worn on the thumb, in which position 
it is represented in the portrait of Lady Ann 
Clifford, Countess of Pembroke, and in other con- 
temporary paintings. 

It is now absolutely necessary that a wedding 
ring should be used at a marriage in the English 
church. The Rubric directs that " the man shall 
give unto the woman a ring, laying the same 
upon the book with the accustomed duty to the 
priest and clerk. And the priest, taking the 
ring, shaU deliver it unto the man, to put it upon 
the fourth finger of the woman's left hand. And 
the man, holding the ring there, and taught by 
the priest, shall saj^, ' With this ring I thee wed, 
with my body I thee worship, and with aU my 
worldly goods I thee endow.* " The placing of 
the ring on the book, and delivering it into the 
hands of the minister, is a remnant of the ancient 
custom of the hallowing of the ring by the priest 
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before it was placed by the bridegroom on the 
finger of the bride. This custom is still retained 
by the Roman Catholics, among whom the ring 
is consecrated by the priest, sprinkled with holy 
water in the form of the cross, and then returned 
to the bridegroom. 

The Quakers reject the use of a ring in their 
weddings because of its heathenish origin, but 
many ladies of the Society of Friends wear a 
wedding ring after the ceremony. The Protes- 
tant church in Switzerland and the Mormons do 
not use a ring at their nuptials. During the time 
of the Commonwealth the Puritans endeavoured 
to abolish the use of the wedding ring, for the 
reason that it was of pagan invention. Butler, in 
his " Hudibras," thus refers to the fact : 

** Others were for abolishing 
That tool of matrimony, a ring, 
With which the unsanctify'd bridegroom 
Is marry'd only to a thumb 
(As wise as ringing of a pig, 
That's used to break up ground and dig). 
The bride to nothing but her wiU, 
That nuUs the after-marriage stiU." 
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Although n ring .is absolutely necessary in a 
Church of England marriage, it may be of any 
nietal, and of any size. Some years since a ring 
of brass was used at Worcester at a wedding 
before the registrar, who was threatened with pro- 
ceedings for not compelling a gold one to be em- 
ployed. A story is told of the wedding of two 
paupers, who came to the church and requested 
to be married with the church key, as the paro- 
chial authorities had not furnished them with a 
ring. The clerk, feeling some delicacy about 
using the key, fetched an old curtain ring from 
Im own house, and with that article the marriage 
was celebrated. The church key was used in 
lieu of a wedding ring at a church near Colchester 
early in the present century ; and that was not a 
solitary instance within the past one hundred 
years in this country. The Duke of Hamilton 
was married at May Fair with a bed-curtain ring. 
" Notes and Queries " for October, 1860, relates 
that a ring of leather, cut transversely from a 
finger of the bridegroom's glove, was used as a 
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substitute for the wedding ring on one occasion. 
A clergyman unjustifiably stopped a wedding in 
India because the bridegroom oflFered a diamond 
ring instead of one generally in use. In Ire- 
land the use of a gold ring is superstitiously 
required. 

One of the earliest and prettiest forms of be- 
trothing rings was the gemmal or gimmal ring, 
which is said to have been in use among the 
Anglo-Saxons, and also to have been derived 
from the French. Probably it was at first a 
mere love token, but at length it was converted 
into a ring of serious affiance. It was, as its 
name imports, a twin or double ring, being com- 
posed of two or more interlaced links, which 
turned upon a pivot or hinge. These several 
links could be shut up into one solid ring. Each 
hoop had one of its sides flat, and the other 
convex; when the two flat sides were brought 
together the links formed one ring. Sometimes 
each of the hoops had upon them a hand issuing 
from a sleeve, and when they were united they 
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formed a fede^ or clasped hands. Sometimes a 
heart was -represented upon the hands, the whole 
device suggesting love, fidelity, and union. Fre- 
quently mottoes or posies were engraven on the 
flat or inner side of the ring. 

It was customary at the time of betrothal for 
the man to put his finger through one of the 
hoops, and for the woman to put hers through 
the other. They were thus symbolicallj'- yoked 
together. The links were then broken asunder, 
and each of the parties kept a link until the time 
of actual marriage. This mode of betrothal was 
frequently performed in a solemn manner over 
the Bible, and in the presence of a witness. If 
the gemmal consisted of three links, the middle 
one was taken by the witness, and the upper and 
lower ones by the lovers. When the marriage 
contract was fulfilled at the altar, the three por- 
tions of the ring were again united, and some- 
times it was used in the nuptial ceremony. 
Occasionally one hoop was composed of gold, and 
the other of silver, a difference evidently meant 
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to distinguish the bride and bridegroom from 
each other. 

A gemmal ring now in existence consists of 
nine loops interlaced. A gold ring of five links 
was given by Edward Seymour to Lady Katherine 
Grey, on which was the following posy of his own 
composition : 

" As circles five by art compact show but one ring in sight, 
So trust uniteth faithfuU mindes with knot of secret might ; 
Whose force to breake but greedie Death no wight possesseth 

power. 
As times and sequels weU shaU prove ; my ring can say no 

more !" 

A mediaeval ring of eight loops had upon each 
a portion of the following motto : 

" Ryches be vnstable, 
Beuty wyU dekay. 
But f aithf uU love wyU ever laste 
Tyl deth drive itt away." 

A gemmal belonging to Sir Thomas Grresham 
consisted of two links, enamelled and set with 
jewels — ^a diamond and a ruby ; on one link was 
inscribed "Quod Deus coniuxit," on the other, 
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" Homo noa separat." Another joint ring, 
ploughed up at Chislehurst, and exhibited to the 
British Archaeological Association in 1858, con- 
sisted of three gold circlets moving on a rivet, 
which passed through them all. It was assumed 
to be of the time of James 1. Another ring of 
this kind, probably of French workmanship, and 
of the time of Elizabeth, had engraved upon the 
flat side of its hoops, " Us^ de Yertu." 

The use of the gemmal ring is frequently men- 
tioned by the early poets. Thus, Shakespeare, 
in his "Midsummer Night's Dream," makes 
Helena say : 

" And I liave found Demetrius like a gemmeU — 
Mine own, and yet not mine own." 

The fact that one half of the ring was worn by 
the lover, and the other by his mistress, warrants 
this similitude. Herrick, in his " Hesperides," 
says: 

" Thou sent'st to me a true-love knot ; but I 
Retum'd a ring of jimmals, to imply 
Thy love hath one knot, mine a triple-tye." 

Dryden, in his *^ Don Sebastian," in 1690, says : 
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" A curious artist wrought them, 
With joynts so close as not to be perceived ; 
Tet are they both each other's counterpart. 
Her part had Juan inscribed, and his had Zayda 
(You know these names were theirs), and, in the midst, 
A heart, divided in two halves, was placed. 
Now, if the rivets of those rings, inclosed. 
Fit not each other, I have forged this tye : 
But if they join, you must for ever part." 

The following lines appear in the " Exeter Gar- 
land" about 1750 : 

" A ring of pure gold she from her finger took. 
And just in the middle the same then she broke : 
Quoth she, * As a token of love you this take. 
And this is a pledge I will keep for your sake.' " 

In the middle ages solemn betrothal before 
matrimony was eflfected between lovers by means 
of a ring not being a gemmal. Chaucer, in his 
" Troilus and Creseide," describes the heroine as 
giving her lover a ring, upon which a motto was 
engraved, and receiving one from him in return : 

" And playing enterchaungeden her rings 
Of which I cannot teUen no scripture. 
But weU I wot, a broche of gold and assure. 
In which a ruble set was like an herte, 
Creseide him yave, and stacke it on his sherte." 
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To the same custom Shakespeare alludes in 
" The Two Gentlemen of Yerona," where Julia 
gives Proteus a ring, saying, " Keep this remem- 
brance for thy Julia's sake ;" and he replies, 
" Why, then, we'll make exchange ; here, take 
you this." In ** Twelfth Night," the priest refers 
to a betrothal : 

" Confimi'd by mutual joinders of your hands, 
Attested by the holy close of lips, 
Strengthened by interchangement of your rings." 

In the ** Merchant of Yenice " we read of a be- 
trothal ring "whose posy was *Love me, and 
leave me not.' " 

The betrothing one-jointed rings of the early 
Christians are said to have had representations of 
pigeons, fish, or, more often, two hands joined 
together upon them. In 1854 was exhibited to 
the Archaeological Institute a silver betrothal 
ring, parcel gilt, the hoop being formed with 
hands conjoined, and inscribed **Ihc' Nazaren." 
This specimen was found in a field near Sudbury. 
To the same institute, in the same year, was ex- 
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liibited another silver betrothal ring, found in 
Sussex, bearing the initials I. and M., united by 
a true-love knot, with the tasselled ends turned 
outwards. A ring similar to this was found near 
Stratford ; it was of about the middle of the six- 
teenth century in date, and was supposed to have 
belonged to Shakespeare. To the British Archaeo- 
logical Association in 1855 was shown a silver 
betrothal ring, assumed to be of the fifteenth 
century; it had clasped hands in front, and on 
the flat of the hoop outside were engraved the 
words, " In hope is help." In 1856 was exhibited 
to the Archaeological Institute a betrothal ring of 
silver, parcel gilt, of the fourteenth century ; it 
had upon it a crowned heart instead of the more 
usual /(?rf^. In 1860, to the same institute was 
shown a cinque-cento Italian betrothal ring, set 
with a ruby and emerald, and ornamented with 
two right hands joined. In 1864 was exhibited 
to the British Archaeological Association a be- 
trothal ring of silver gilt, found at Ringwood ; it 
was a guilloche hoop, with the device of a heart 
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flanked by quatrefoil flowers, the arched foot- 
stalks of which issued from the top of the 
heart. A betrothal ring, with hands con- 
joined, bore the posy, "Gift and giver, your 
servants ever." . A small gold ring, found in 
Yorkshire, and weighing eleven pennyweights 
seventeen grains and a half, had for a device 
two orpine plants joined by a true-love knot, 
under the motto, "Ma fianc6 velt," My sweet- 
heart wills ; and above the posy, " Joye I'amour 
feu." The stalks of the plants were bent 
to each other in token that the giver and 
wearer of the ring were to come together in 
marriage. Probably this article was of the 
fifteenth century. 

Wedding rings were not always worn plain, as 
now, but in olden times more nearly resembled 
the betrothal rings which we have before described, 
in being chased^ set with stones, and inscribed 
with emblems, mottoes, and the initials or names 
of the husband and wife. The most common 
emblem were the clasped hands, as on the gem- 
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mal and other more solid betrothal rings. Posies 
or mottoes were more frequent than emblematical 
devices or jewels. Pieresc describes a curious 
gold wedding ring of the sixth century, which 
bore on the bezel a head rudely engraved, and 
around the hoop a Latin inscription. The wed- 
ding ring of St. Louis of France, bearing a 
sapphire intaglio of the Crucifixion, was inscribed : 
*' Dehors cet anil pourrions avoir amour ?" On 
a ring of the time of Eichard IL, bearing the 
device of St. Catherine and her wheel, and 
St. Margaret, the patroness of women in labour, 
was engraved: "Be of good heart." The wed- 
ding ring of Margaret, daughter of Richard Beau- 
champ, Earl of Warwick, bore the posy : " Hir 
reason was. Til deithe depart." A sentiment 
which was inscribed on the wedding ring of the 
wife of Duke John, brother of Eric XIY. of 
Sweden, although in a dififerent form: "Nemo 
nisi mors." For the wedding of Martin Luther 
and Catherine Yon Bora, his wife, two silver 
gilt rings were made, one for the bridegroom, 

VOL. II. L 
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and the other for the bride. The former, 
now preserved in Saxony, bears the following 
inscription: "D. [Martino Luthero Catherina v. 
Bora, 13 Junii, 1525." The bride's ring, now 
in Paris, is smaller than the other, but is of the 
same shape, with a figure of Christ upon the 
cross, and bearing inside a similar Latin in- 
scription. 

On the wedding ring given by Henry YIII. to 
Anne of Cleves were inscribed the words, " God 
send me well to kepe," in aUusioa to the fate of 
Anne Boleyn. A wedding ring used in England, 
in 1550 weighed two " angells and a duckett," 
and was engraved with the words, " Deus nos 
junxit, J. E. B. Y. R." Queen Mary, upon her 
marriage to Philip, would not have her wedding 
ring adorned with gems, but " chose to be wedded 
with a plain hoop of gold, like any other maiden." 
At tlie marriage of Mary Queen of Scots to Lord 
Darnley, " the rings, which were three, the middle 
a rich diamond, were put on her finger." On the 
wedding ring of the wife of Dr. George Bell, 
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Bishop of St. David's, who was married in 1658, 
was the motto, " Ben6 parere, parere, parare det 
mihi Deus," — God make me a good mother, and 
an obedient housewife. In 1659 was advertised 
as lost a wedding ring, with a lock of hair in it, 
and the posy, " United hearts death only parts," 
Lady Cathcart, on her fourth marriage in 1713, 
bore on her ring the following motto, coarsely 
characteristic of the times : " If I survive I will 
have five." A similar posy to this was selected hy 
Dr. John Thomas, Bishop of Lincoln, in 1753, 
upon his fourth marriage : " If I survive I'll 
make them five." The posy of John Dunton's 
wedding ring was, "God saw thee most fit for 
me ;" and that of Beau Fielding, in Queen Anne's 
time, " Tibi soli." A ring dug up at Somerton^ 
in Lincolnshire, was inscribed, " I love you, my 
sweet dear heart, so I pray you please my love." 
Another, dug up at Iffley, near Oxford, bore the 
words, "I lyke my choyce," Herrick suggests 
the following most appropriate but too lengthy 
posy: 
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" And as this round 
Is nowliere found 

To flaw, or else to sever. 
So may our love 
As endless prove, 
As pure as gold for ever." 

And in his " Hesperides," referring to the custom 
of having mottoes on nuptial rings, he says : 

" "WTiat posies for our wedding rings. 
What gloves well give, and ribaimngs." 
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In Ben Jonson's " Every Man in his Humour 
occurs the following dialogue : 

" E, KnoweU, A jet ring ! O ! the poesie ? 
Stephen, Fine, i' faith : 

Though fancy sleep. 
My love is deep. 

Meaning that, though I did not fancy her, yet she loved me 
dearly. 

E. Knowell. Most excellent ! 

Stephen. And then I sent her another, and my poesie was — 

The deeper the sweeter, 
111 be judged by St. Peter." 

The following are a few examples of the senti- 
mental inscriptions with which it was always 
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customary, during the middle ages, and even to 
the close of the seventeenth century, to decorate 
betrothal and wedding rings. It will be seen 
that the sentiment was often expressed in very 
simple words, and in commonplace rhyme : 

Our contract was heaven's act. 

In thee, my choice, I do rejoice. 1677. 

Grod above increase our love. 

Love thy chaste wife beyond thy life. 1681. 

Pray to love, love to pray, 1647. 

Divinely knit by grace are we ; 

Late two, now one ; the pledge here see. 1657. 

Love and live happy. 1689. 

In loving wife spend aU thy life. 1697. 

Endless as this shaU be our bliss. 1719. 

Advised choice admits no change. 

Ever love. 

Love the giver. 

In constancy I live and die. 

My promise past shaU always last. 

In Christ and thee my comfort be. 

Lord, we bless in happiness. 
As GU)d decreed so we agreed. 
Happy in thee has GU)d made me. 
Love and obey. 

As long as life your loving wife. 

1 win be yours while breath endures. 
Love is sure where faith is pure. 

A virtuous wife doth banish strife. 
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Grod did foresee we should agree. 

Love me, and be liappy. 

None can prevent tlie Lord's intent. 

Virtue surpasses riches. 

Think on me. 

This and the giver are thine for ever. 

Let lykinge laste. 

Joye without ende. 

Let virtue rest within thy breast. 

Time lesseneth not my love. 

Grod unite our hearts aright. 

Knit in one by Christ alone. 

GU)d's providence is our inheritance. 

My heart and I, until I dye. 

Not two, but one, till life be gone. 

When this you see, remember me. 

TiU death divide. 

Till my life's end. 

Let reason rule affection. 

God continue love to us. 

Most in mynd and yn myn heart, 
Lothest from you for to depart. 

A virtuous wife that serveth life. 
Live and dye in constancy. 
Take hand and heart, I'U ne'er depart. 
God send her me my wife to be. 

This hath no end, my sweetest friend ; 
Our loves be so, no ending know. 

Faithful ever : deceitful never. 
I like, I love as turtle dove. 
As gold is pure, so love is sure. 
Despise not mee ; yt joyes in thee. 
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If you deny, then snre I dye. 

Your sight is my delight. 

My life is done when thou art gone. 

Like Phillis there is none : 
She truly loves her Ohoridon, 

Sue is bonny, blythe, and brown, 
This ring hath made her now my own. 

As true, bee just. 

'Tis fit no man should be alone, 
Which made Tom to marry Joan. 

No better smart shall change my heart. 

I did commit no act of folly 
When I married my sweet Molly. 

This ring is a token I give to thee. 
That thou no tokens do change for me. 

My dearest Betty, is good and pretty. 

My heart in silence speaks to thee. 
Though absence bars tongue's liberty. 

I cannot show the love I O. 

We strangely met, and so do many, 
But now as true as ever any. 

With heart and hand at your command. 

Love, I like thee ; sweet requite me. 

As we begun, so let's continue. 

My beloved is mine, and I am hers. 

God's appointment is my contentment. 

True blue will never stain. 

I do not repent, I gave consent, 

A heart content cannot repent. 

No gift can show the love I owe. 

If I think my wife is fair, 
What need other people care ? 
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Against thou goest, I will provide another. 
What the heart saw, the love hath chosen. 
In loving thee, I love myself. 

This circle, though but small about, 
The devil, jealousy, will keep out. 

Let him never take a wife. 
That will not love her as his life. 

Love one little, but love one long. 

Love him who gave thee this ring of gold, 
'Tis he must kiss thee when thou art old. 

First love Christ that died for thee ; 
Next to Him love none but me. 

Frequently the wedding ring mottoes were in 
Latin and French, for example : 

Amor vincit om. 

Erunt duo in came una. 

Mulier viro subiecta esteo. 

Semper amemus. 

Tout pour bein f eyre. 

In bone fay. 

Sans mal desyr. 

Honeur et joye. 

Mon cur avez. 

Deux corps une cceur. 

Amour et Constance. 

In 1859 was exhibited to the Archaeological 
Institute a silver wedding riug, ornamented with 
niello, a work of the fourteenth century, and sup- 
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posed, from the names upon it, to have been the 
nuptial ring of Cola di Eienzi, the tribune of 
Rome, and of Catarina di Easelli. Mr. Waterton, 
to whom it belonged, gave the following account 
of it : " The ring . • .. was purchased for me in 
Rome, for a trifling sum, at one of the periodical 
clearing sales of the Monte di Pietk, and I had it 
for several months before I discovered certain 
facts which many archaeologists consider to be 
corroborative of my supposition, that this ring 
was the nuptial ring of Cola di Rienzi. Its style, 
when compared with that of other objects of the 
period, enables us to ascribe its date to the firet 
half of the fourteenth century. The bezel is an 
irregular octagon; in the centre there is cut, 
signet-wise, a device — two stars divided per pale. 
Around this there are inscribed two names — • 
Catarina, Nicola — the interstices being filled up 
with niello. These names are written from left 
to right, and not reversed. The ring is an elegant 
specimen of Italian workmanship, and I con- 
sider it to have been produced by a Florentine 
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artist. The reasons for believing that this may 
have been the fiancial ring of Eienzi and his wife 
are the following: — 1, The two names, Nicola 
(di Eienzi) and Catarina (di Easelli). 2. The date 
of the ring, which we may assign to 1320-1340, 
the time when Eienzi lived. 3. Neither 
Eienzi nor his wife had any armorial bear- 
ing, and, having great faith in his destiny, he 
is said to have selected a star for his device. 
The two stars divided per pale were inter- 
preted by an eminent Eoman archaeologist to 
be significant of the star of Eienzi and that of 
his wife." 

Q-old rings were in olden times given away to 
the attendants on the wedding day. Wood, in 
his " AthensB Oxonienses," says that the famous 
philosopher, Kelley, gave away rings of three 
twisted gold wires at the niarriage of one of his 
maid-servants, to the value of 4000?. This hap- 
pened in 1589 at Trebona, if the story may be 
credited. 

A fictitious ring made of rushes was at one 
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time used in England, and in some other parts of 
Europe, for the purpose of deluding girls into a 
mock marriage. Du Cange cites a bishop of 
Salisbury in 1217 as to the frequency of this 
practice. " Let no man," he warns, " put a ring; 
of rush, or of any other material, upon the hands 
of young girls, by way of mock celebration, for 
the purpose of more easily seducing them, that, 
while believing he is only perpetrating a jest, he 
may not in reality find himself bound irrevo- 
cably to the connubial yoke." Shakespeare, 
in "All's Well that Ends Well," makes the 
clown say, as an example of suitableness, " As 
fit ... as Tib's rush for Tom's forefinger," Greene, 
in his "Menaphon," says: ** Well, 'twas a good 
worlde when such simplicitie was used, sayes 
the old women of our time, when a ring of a 
rush would tie as much love together as a gim- 
mon of golde." Spenser's " Shepherd's Calendar " 
speaks of " the knotted rush rings, and gilt rose- 
maree" of the dead shepherdess. Fletcher, in 
his " Two Noble Kinsmen," says : 
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" Rings she made 
Of ruslies that grew by, and to 'em spoke 
The prettiest posies : * Thus our true love's ty'd ; 
* This you may loose, not me ;' and many a one. 
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A song in Sir William D'Avenant's play of 
" The Rivals " has this passage : 

" 111 crown thee with a garland of straw then, 
And I'll marry thee with a rush ring." 

Another ancient song, called " The Winchester 
Wedding," says : 

" Pert Strephon was kind to Betty, 
And blithe as a bird in the spring ; 
And Tommy was so to Katy, 
And wedded her with a rush ring." 

It is said that rush rings were anciently used 
in France in cases of qiuisi marriage, where the 
parties intended to live together in a state of 
concubinage. Du Breul, writing on the antiqui- 
ties of Paris, in 1612, says that by the official 
archives of the church of St. Marinus it appeared 
that those persons who lived unchastely were 
conducted to the church by two officers, in case 
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they refused to go voluntarily; and they were 
married by the curate with a rush ring. 

Many superstitions attach to the wedding ring, 
probably originating in the old Eoman Catholic 
custom of its receiving the benediction of the 
priest. Thus, in Ireland, the wedding ring being 
rubbed on a wart or sore, cures it, and in Somer- 
setshire a stye upon the eyelid may be removed 
in a like way. In some parts of Ireland a super- 
stition still exists that if a wart is pierced through 
a wedding ring with a thorn from a gooseberry 
bush, the wart will gradually disappear. The 
Romans believed that a peculiar virtue lay in the 
fourth finger of the left hand, that is, the ring 
finger; and their physicians stirred medicines 
with it. A similar superstition still obtains in 
many places in England, where it is believed 
that the ring finger, by being stroked across a 
sore or wound, can soon cure or heal it. 

Many of the bridal ring superstitions are con- 
nected with the wedding cake. Slices of the 
latter are sometimes put through the ring nine 
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times and laid under pillows at night, to cause 
young persons to dream of their lovers. Accord- 
ing to another custom, a wedding ring is mixed 
with the ingredients of the cake, and baked in it. 
When it is cut, the person who secures the slice 
containing the ring will secure with it good for- 
tune during the ensuing year, and, should the 
possessor be a maiden, a suitor and a happy mar- 
riage. At Burnley it is a very common practice 
at marriages to put a wedding ring into a posset, 
and after the liquor has been served out, the 
single person whose cup contains the ring will be 
the first of the company to be married, Another 
custom at this place is to put a wedding ring 
2(jnd a sixpence into a common flat currant cake. 
When the company are about to retire at the 
end of the day the cake is broken and distributed 
among the single women. She who gets the ring 
in her portion of the cake will shortly be married, 
and the one who gets the sixpence will die an old 
maid. In Northumberland divination was prac- 
tised by fishing with a ladle for a wedding ring 



IN ALL AGES AND COUNTRIES. 159 

which had been dropped into a syllabub, the 
object being to obtain a prognostication of who 
should be first married. 

Another superstition is, that if a wife should 
lose her wedding ring she will also lose her hus- 
band's affection, and if she should break it her 
husband will shortly afterwards die. Many mar- 
ried women will not take off their wedding rings 
under any circumstances, because the removal of 
them would portend the deaths of their husbands. 
An old saying is that, " As your wedding ring 
wears your cares will wear away;' 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

Prohibited Times for Marriage — Folk-lore on the Subject — 
Lucky and Unlucky Days — Hours for Marriage — ^Yeils worn 
at Marriages — The Care Cloth — Crowning at Marriages — 
Ballad of " I'm to be Married o* Sunday " — ^Distribution of 
Money at Marriages — ^Money given to Priests — Nuptial 
Benediction — Mass and Communion at Marriages — Tapers 
at Marriages — The Nuptial Kiss — ^Wine and Sops at Mar- 
riages — Bridesmaids and Bridemen — True-love Knots — 
Wedding Favours — Gloves at "Weddings — The Bride's 
Garters and the Bridegroom's Points — Bride Laces — ^Wed- 
ding Shoes — ^Bride Knives — ^Bouquets at Weddings — Orange 
Blossom — Herb and Flower Strewing at Weddings — Rose- 
mary and Bays at Weddings. 

By the canons of the early Christian church mar- 
riage was prohibited at various times, because 
some of them were periods of solemn fasting, and 
others of holy feasting. But, although nuptials 
were forbidden in the above intervals, a contract 
of marriage was held to be good at whatever time 
it was duly made. 
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Marriage was forbidden from Septuagesima 
Sunday until the octave of Easter, and in the 
three weeks before the feast of St. John the Bap- 
tist, and from the first rogation day until the 
octave of Whitsuntide (so says Pope Clement in 
his decretal), or until Trinity Sunday ; and from 
the first Sunday in Advent until the Epiphany, 
or to the more holy until the octave of the Epi-» 
phany. Marriages in Lent were prohibited by 
the Council of Laodicea and by the Council of 
Eanham, held in 1008 or 1009, in the reign of 
Ethelred II.; also on high festival and Ember 
days, and from Advent until the octaves of Epi- 
phany, and from Septuagesima until fifteen days 
after Easter. The modern Eoman Catholic 
church forbids marriage from the first Sunday in 
Advent until after the twelfth day, and from 
the beginning of Lent until Low Sunday. Such 
was also the rule in England before the Ee- 
formation. 

Our Saxon ancestors allowed marriage only at 
particular seasons. In the middle ages the feast 
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of St. Joseph was especially avoided as a time for 
wedding, probably because it fell in Mid Lent. 
A writ of Edward I. in the fourteenth century, 
directed to the Bishop of London, in reference to 
the marriage of the king's daughter to the Count 
of Holland, speaks of the nuptials as about to be 
celebrated on the day after Epiphany, upon which 
day, as shown by the wardrobe account, the ring 
was put on ; but it was on the next day that the 
princess '^ demons fuit,'' as shown by the same 
account. 

Bishops and archdeacons in the seventeenth 
century were in the habit of inquiring at their 
visitations whether any persons had been mar- 
ried in the times when marriage was by law re-, 
strained without lawful licence. Pepys, in his 
"Diary,'* under the date of 21st March, 1669, 
says of a particular person, "he is assisting my 
wife in getting a licence to our young people (his 
servants) to be married this Lent." Although 
marriage during Lent has always been considered 
improper, it is a vulgar error to suppose that a 
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licence is now required to solemnize it at that 
season. 

There was once current in England a supersti- 
tion against marrying on Childermas or Innocents' 
day, the 28th of December, a day of ill omen, 
because that was the one which commemorated 
Herod's massacre of the children. A mother in the 
"Spectator" says: "No, child, if it please God, 
you shall not go in to join-hand on Childermas 
day," Whitsuntide was formerly a season which 
was greatly preferred for marrying. The in- 
auspicious times are enumerated in the following 
ancient verse : 
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Advent marriage doth deny, 

But Hilary gives thee liberty ; 

Septuagesima says thee nay. 

Eight days from Easter says you may; 

Rogation bids thee to contain, 

But Trinity sets thee free again." 



In the East of England, as elsewhere, it is said : 
" Marry in Lent, and you'll live to repent." Our 
ancestors, like the Romans, superstitiously ob- 
jected to the month of May for the celebration of 
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marriages. An old line says : ** The girls are all 
stark naught that wed in May;" and another 
couplet says : " From the marriages in May all 
the bairns die and decay /' and an old poet says : 
** May never was ye month of love." An ancient 
proverb, cited by Ray, says: "Who marries 
between the sickle and the scythe will never 
thrive." A popular rhyme gives the folk-lore 
relating to the days of the week on which wed- 
dings ought and ought not to take place : 

'* Monday for wealth, 

Tuesday for health, 
Wednesday the best day of aU; 

Thursday for crosses, 

Friday for losses, 
Saturday no luck at aU," 

A work dated in 1707 says that all those who 
marry on Tuesdays and Thursdays will be happy. 
In the rural parts of Lancashire a man must 
never go courting on Friday, and if he is caught 
with his sweetheart on that day, he is followed 
home by a band of musicians playing on pokers, 
tongs, pot'lids, and the like. His tormentors do 
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not leave him until they have received drink- 
money. 

In early times in England the date of a mar- 
riage was often fixed after a due consultation of 
the aspect of the heavens, which regulated every 
affair of importance. And instances are recorded 
in which the bridegroom would not consummate 
the marriage until the proper hour had been fixed 
by the astrologers. . 

By a canon of 1603, and now in force, the 
clergy were prohibited from celebrating marriage 
at any time except between the hours of eight 
and twelve in the forenoon. A popular fallacy is 
that a marriage performed after twelve o'clock at 
noon is void. Such, however, is not the fact ; the 
marriage is good, but the clergyman who officiates 
Objects himself to severe penalties for thus in- 
fringing the law. In early times the clergy were 
forbidden to celebrate nuptial rites after sunset, 
because the attendant crowd often carried the 
party by main force to an ale-house, or beat them, 
or hindered them from leaving the church until 



166 THE WEDDING DAY 

they had paid a ransom ; and night favoured such 
unbecoming levity. It has been suggested that 
the forenoon was appointed as a fitting time for 
marriage, on the early church rule that the bride 
and bridegroom should make the matrimonial 
vow fasting. Hence perhaps we may trace the 
wedding breakfast which now is taken after the 
ceremony. It is also said that the forenoon was 
appointed in order that a due interval might 
elapse between the religious ceremony of the 
marriage and the festivities of the evening. 
Another reason is, that in early times dinner was 
usually taken at noon. The primitive church 
blamed those husbands who married early in the 
morning, in plain or negligent attire, reserving 
their better dresses for secular festivities. Fos- 
brooke says that in comparatively recent times 
persons of condition were married late in the 
evening at their own houses. 

Among the early Christians, at the time of 
marriage the contracting parties were presented 
to the priest by their parents or by their bride* 
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men, the couple joined their right hands, and the 
bride was covered with a veil. According to 
St Isidore of Seville, women wore veils when 
they were married, as a sign that they must 
always be subject to their husbands, and because 
Rebekah, when she saw Isaac, veiled herself. 
The same author says also that married persons 
after the benediction were coupled by a fillet, to 
show that they must not break the tie of conjugal 
unity* And the fillet was both white and purpla 
mixed, because the white signified purity of life, 
and purple the lawful raising of offspring. 

We have seen that the Anglo-Saxons were 
married under a veil or square piece of cloth, 
held at each corner by a man. So, according to 
the Ritual of Sarum, the parties knelt together 
under a fine linen cloth, called the care cloth, 
which was laid upon their heads during the cere- 
mony of mass, and until the benediction. In the 
Hereford Missal it is directed that at a particular 
prayer the married couple shall prostrate them- 
selves, while four clerks hold the pallium over 
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them. The York Manual says that two clerks 
shall hold the care cloth. According to Du Cange 
this cloth was put over the shoulders of the man 
and the head of the woman, while the priest said, 
** In the name of the Father, &c." Optalus says 
that at the marriage of the early Christians the 
bride unloosed or untied her hair. 

The custom of crowning the parties at mar- 
riages with garlands descended from the Jews, 
and the Pagans of Greece and Rom6, to the 
first Christians, and from them to the Anglo- 
Saxons. . There was a particular semce on the 
occasion of crowning, and in the ceremonial the 
marriage of Cana was mentioned several times. 
Probably on this account all the early paintings 
of that marriage represent the parties crowned. 
'Among the Anglo-Saxons, after the marriage and 
benediction, both the bride and the bridegroom 
were adorned with a chaplet of flowers or a 
crown of myrtle, which was kept in the church 
for the purpose. St. Chrysostom says : ** Crowns 
are put on their heads as symbols of victory, 
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because, being invincible, they entered the bridal 
chambers without ever having been subdued by 
any unlawful pleasure." Which, says Bingham, 
seems to imply that the crowns were rewards for 
a previous virtuous life. The garland was 
not allowed to persons who contracted second 
marriages. 

In the "Dialogue of Dives and Pauper," in 
1493, we read: "Thre omamentys longe pryn- 
cypaly to a wyfe : a rynge on hir fynger ; a broch 
on hir brest ; and a garlond on hir hede. The 
ringe betokenethe true love, as I have seyd ; the 
broch betokennethe clennesse in herte and chas- 
titye that she oweth to have; the garlande 
bytokeneth gladnesse and the dignitye of the 
sacrament of wedlok." We are told by Chaucer 
in the "Clerk of Oxenford's Tale," that Grisild 
upon her marriage had " a coronne on hire hed." 
In the time of Henry VIII. the custom of crown- 
ing the bridegroom was abolished, and the bride 
wore a garland of flowers or corn-ears, which was 
blessed before it was placed upon her head. In like 
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manner, in the Eastern church the bridal chaplets 
were blessed. In Tudor times women went bare- 
headed to be married, with bagpipes and fiddlers 
before them, and they entered the church by the 
great door only. In some places they carried 
wheatsheaves on their heads ; and corn was cast 
in their feces, with shouts of " Plenty, plenty." 

Under date 1540, the churchwardens' accounts 
for St. Margaret's, Westminster, contain, an item 
of : " Paid to Alice Lewis, a goldsmith's wife of 
London, for a serclett to marry maydens in, the 
26th day of Sept. 3Z." Thus it would seem 
that a metal crown was then used. In Field's 
play of " Amends for Ladies," in 1639, there is a 
stage direction to set garlands upon the heads of 
the maid and widow who are to be married. 
Gosson, writing at the end of the sixteenth 
century, says : " In some countries the bride fe 
crowned by the matrons with a garland of 
prickles, and so delivered unto her husband, that 
he might know he hath tied himself to a thorny 
pleasure." But we have been unable to trace a 
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confirmation of this statement. In the " Shake- 
speare Society's Papers " is the following ballad, 
which has been ascribed to the period of the 
great bard, and is illustrative of a passage in the 
" Taming of the Shrew :" 

" We wiU liave rings, and tilings, and fine array ; 
And kiss me, Kate, we will be married o' Sunday." 

It will be seen that this ballad refers to a crown 
of flowers worn by the bride. 

I'M TO BE MARRIED O' SUNDAY. 

As I walk'd forth one May morning, 
I heard a fair maid sweetly sing, 
As she sat under her cow milking, 

We wiU be married o' Sunday. 

I said, pretty maiden, sing not so. 
For you must tarry seven years or mo. 
And then to church you may chance to go 
All to be married o' Sunday. 

Kind sir, quoth she, you have no skiU ; 
I've tarried two years against my will. 
And I've made a promise, win I, or niU, 
That I'U be married o' Sunday. 

Next Saturday night 'twiU be my care 

To trim and curl my maiden hair. 

And all the people shaU say. Look there ! 

When I come to be married o' Sunday. 
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Tluiii to the cburcH I sliall be led 
Jiy HiHter Xan and brother Ned, 
With a f^arland of flowers npon mj head, 
Por I'm to be married o' Sandiij. 

Tliim on my finger HI have a ring. 
Not one of rush, but a golden thing; 
And I Hhall be glad as a bird in spring. 
Because I am married o' Snndaj. 

And in the church I must kneel down 
lU^.fnm the parson of our good town; 
Jlut 1 will not soil my kirtle and gown. 
When I am married o' Sunday. 
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V\nm the bells shall ring so merry and loud; 
And Robin shall go before with his crowd (fiddle). 
Hut no one shall say I was silly or proud, 
Though I was married o' Sunday. 

Whon I come home we shall go to meat : 
J will sit by my husband so fine and feat. 
Though it is but a little that I shall eat. 
After I*vo been married o' Sunday. 

Tlum wo shall laugh, and dance, and sing. 
And the men shall not kiss me in the ring, 
But wish 'twas their chance at this merry-making 
To have been married o' Sunday. 

At night betimes we shall go to bed, 
I with my husband that hath me wed ; 
And then there is no more to be said. 

But that I was married o' Sunday. 
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In very early times either purchase or earnest 
money was given for a wife, and the custom is 
said to have been obtained from the Salic law. 
It was known to the ancient Jews, Greeks, 
Romans, Germans, and French, to many Eastern 
nations, and to our Saxon ancestors ; but it is not 
clear in some instances, whether the money was 
given in purchase or as an earnest. The Ponti- 
fical of Amiens refers to the distribution of 
money at marriages. In the Eitual of Rheims, 
the priest demanded of the husband thirteen 
pennies, and, retaining ten for himself, he de- 
livered the rest to the man, who, after putting on 
the ring, deposited the money either in the bride's 
right hand, or in a purse brought by her for the 
purpose, adding the words, "With my goods I 
thee endow." In the Manual of Noyon, the 
priest put the money into the woman's hand, and 
the husband said the endowing words. The same 
Manual gave the priest the privilege of retaining 
all the money, thus transferring the actual dowry 
from the woman to himself, leaving her the mere 
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form. In the Manual of Toledo, the man put the 
money into the woman's hand after the ring was 
fixed, and said after the priest that he gave it 

« 

to her as earnest money. The woman answered 
that she so received it, and immediately deposited 
it in a plate as an offering to the church. 

In England the ancient marriage ritual recog- 
nised the practice of offering money. Thus, in 
the Salisbury Missal, the man is enjoined to say : 
" Wyth this rynge y the wedde, and thys gold 
and selvir the geve, and with all my worldy catel 
I thee endowe." Previously to which the rubric 
said : " Ponat vir aurum vel argentum et 
annulum super scutum vel librum." The service 
books for York and Hereford had the same 
expression, and it continued until the time of 
Edward YL, whose prayer book enjoined that 
the ring was to be accompanied with "other 
tokens of spousage, as gold or silver," and that 
the man should say: "This gold and silver I 
give thee," at the repetition of which it was cus- 
tomary to place a purse of money in the woman's 
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hands as part of her dowry. This was left out of 
the revised prayer book, because all who came to 
be married could not afford a dowry. The giving 
of tokens of spousage was called subarration, that 
is, wedding or covenanting. Upon Philip's mar- 
riage to Queen Mary, he laid upon the book 
three handsful of line gold coins and some silver 
ones, and gave her the kiss of peace. Long after 
the Reformation, the man gave the bride a 
handful of silver on repeating the endowing 
words in the marriage service ; and the custom 
still obtains in Wales {vide p. 103). 

Anciently money was put into a purse or plate, 
and presented by the bridegroom to the bride on 
the wedding night, as a price for her virginity. 
This was changed in the middle age?, and 
in the North of Europe, for the Morgengabe, 
or morning gift (vide p. 4). Something of the 
same kind prevailed in England under the name 
of the Dow Purse, 

At early English weddings money was thrown 
over the heads of the bride and bridegroom, and 
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distributed at the church door. Of this custom 
we find several instances in the Wardrobe Ac- 
counts of Edward II. Thus, on the 26th of June, 
in the tenth year of that king's reign, money to 
the value of 21. IO5. was " thrown over the heads 
of Oliver de Bourdeaux and the Lady Maud 
Trussel during the solemnization of their nuptials, 
at the door of the chapel within the park of Wood- 
stock, by the king's order." Again, on the 9 th of 
February, 1321, money to the amount of 21. was 
♦thrown by the king's order at the door of the 
king's chapel, within the manor of Havering-atte- 
Boure, during the solemnization of the marriage 
between Eichard, son of Edmund, Earl of 
Arundel, and Isabella, daughter of Sir Hugh 
Le de Spenser, junior." And at the same wed- 
ding the king gave a piece of Lucca cloth for a 
veil to be spread over the heads of the couple at 
their nuptial mass in the chapel. 

At Allendale, in Northumberland, and in other 
northern districts, it is the custom for the male 
guests, as soon as they leave the church after a 
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marriage to distribute money to the spectators, 
and they continue to do so until they arrive at 
the place where the wedding breakfast is given. 

Money was, as before intimated, given by 
the bridegroom to the priest at a marriage, 
and the Rubric directs " the accustomed duty to 
the priest and clerk " to be laid upon the book 
with the ring. This custom was often carried 
to a great excess, and we find that in the fifth 
year of Richard II., 1382, the mayor and com- 
monalty of London issued an order restricting 
the fees to be given to parsons of churches within 
the city on marriages. This order, after reciting 
that folks of the higher class at the marriages of 
their children gave large sums of money, and that 
the lower classes, following the example, much 
impoverished themselves, enacts that no person 
shall give at a wedding more " for the man or 
woman, unless such be his own son or daughter, 
his brother or his sister, or his next of kin," than 
half a mark, or the value thereof, under a penalty 
of forty shillings. Du Cange mentions a dish sent 
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from the marriage festival to the priest, and 
another to the feudal lord 

The ritual of marriage as given in our present 
prayer book is based upon the Catholic one ; in 
fiict it is very nearly the same, only a few 
obsolete words being changed. In a missal of 
the time of Eichard II., the woman is directed to 
plight her troth as follows : — " I, N., take thee, 
M., to my wedded husband, to haven, and to 
holden, for feiirer for fouler, for better for worse, 
for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, 
to be bonnie and buxom (meek and obedient) in 
bed and at board, till death us depart, from this 
time forward, and if holy church it will order, 
and thereto I plight thee my troth/' 

No wedding could be complete without the 
nuptial benediction of a priest, hence the bride- 
groom was called a Benedict. Both the husband 
and the wife received the blessing, but it was not 
repeated in case a woman married a second time. 
The bride did not receive her full blessing on the 
wedding day — ^part of it, called the benedicto spon- 
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sarurrij being reserved for some early day after- 
wards. Bishop Durandas, who died in 1296, says 
in his "Rationale Divinorum Officiorum," that 
according to the statute of the Council of Car- 
thage, the bride and bridegroom were to be pre- 
sented by the parents or bridesmen unto the 
priest in order to be blessed ; and having received 
the blessing, out of reverence to it, they did not 
consummate the marriage until the next day. 
By the appointment of Pope Evaristus, marriages 
were to be blessed by the priest not without 
prayers and offerings. A man and woman who 
contracted a second marriage could not be blessed 
by the priest, as they had been so already. 

In early days a newly-married couple always 
participated in mass as part of the nuptial cere- 
mony, and the Roman Catholics continue this 
practice unto the present day. The Rubric at the 
end of our own marriage service recommends the 
holy communion to be taken at weddings, but 
this is very seldom done. About the year 1700 
the authors of the "Life of Kettle well," when 
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stating that he received the sacrament at his 
marriage, lamented that the practice was then so 
much neglected. 

Lighted tapers were used by the early Chris- 
tians at their marriages, and this custom seems 
to have obtained in England. Herrick, in his 
" Hesperides," refers to 

" Those holy lights, wherewith they guide 
Unto the bed the bashful bride." 

We have seen that the Eomans confirmed their 
nuptials by a kiss. The early Christians adopted 
the same affectionate salute at their betrothals, 
and the 'modem Greeks gave a ceremonious kiss 
at their marriages. The nuptial kiss in church 
is enjoined by the York Missal, and also by 
the Sarum Missal. At the marriage of Mary, 
Queen of Scots, to Lord Darnley, the latter kissed 
the former. Shakespeare refers to the cugtom in 
his "Taming of the Shrew." Marston, in his 
" Insatiate Countess," says : 

** The kisse thou gaVst me in the church, here take." 

Brand, writing at the beginning of the present 
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century, says : " It is still customary among per- 
sons of middling rank, as well as the vulgar, in 
most parts of England, for the young men present 
at the marriage ceremony to salute the brieve, 
one by one, the moment it is concluded. This, 
after officiating in the ceremony myself, I have 
frequently seen done." 

Drinking wine in the church at marriages was 
a custom derived by the English from their 
Gothic ancestors. It was enjoined by the 
Hereford Missal, and the Sarum Missal directed 
that the wine, as well as the cakes or wafers 
called sops, which were soaked therein, and the 
cup that contained it, should be blessed by the 
priest. The wine was drunk, and the sops were 
eaten by the bride and bridegroom and the com- 
pany present In the articles ordained for the 
marriage of a princess by Henry YII., in the 
fifteenth century, we read : " Then pottes of 
ypocrice to bee ready, and to be put into the 
cupps with soppe, and to be borne to the estates ; 
and to take a soppe and a drinke." 
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In an inventory of the goods and ornaments 
belonging to Wilsdon parish, in Middlesex, about 
1547, we find "two naasers that were appointed 
to remayne in the church for to drynk in at 
bride-ales." At the marriage of Queen Mary 
and Philip of Spain, in 1554, during mass " wyne 
and sopes were hallowed, and delivered to them 
booth." In the churchwardens* accounts for St. 
Lawrence's parish, Eeading, under date 1561, is 
an item of " Bryde-past. It. receyved of John 
Eadleye, vis. viijd" The churchwardens' ac- 
counts for Talaton, in Devon, for 1595, contain 
an item of " Paid for bread and wine for three 
weddings, 6c?.;" and for 1601, "Paid for bread 
and wine against a wedding, 2c?." John Hey- 
wood, writing about 1576, says : 

" The drinke of m^ bryde-cup I should have forborne." 

Shakespeare, in his "Taming of the Shrew," 
makes Petruchio drink of muscadel wine and 
throw the sops in the sexton's face. Ben Jonson, 
in his "Magnetic Lady," calls the wine used 
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at a wedding a " knitting cup," Beaumont and 
Fletcher, in the ** Scornful Lady," write : 

" K my wedding-smock were on, 
Were the gloves bought and given, the licence come, 
Were the rosemary branches dipt, and aU 
The hippocras and cakes eat and drunk off." 

Dekker, in his " Satirio-Mastrix," in 1602, 
says : ** And when we are at church bring the 
wine and cakes." An old song on a wedding, 
dated in 1606, says : 

" Sops in wine, spice, cakes are a-dealing." 

Armin, in his ** History of the Two Maids of 
Moreclacke," in 1609, makes one of the servants 
say : " The muscadine stays for the bride at 
church." At the marriage of the Princess Eliza- 
beth, daughter of James I., in 1613, wine and 
wafers were used. In the " Compleat Vintner," 
in 1720, we are asked : 

" What priest can join two lovers' hands, 
But wine must seal the marriage-bands ?" 

Bridesmaids attended the bride at weddings in 
the time of the Anglo-Saxons {vide p. 111). In 
later times, however, they seem to have been 
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attendants upon the bridegroom, and his men 
waited upon the bride. In the " History of John 
Newchombe, the Wealthy Clothier of Newbery," 
quoted by Strutt, we read, that "The bride, 
being attired in a gown of sheep-russet, and a 
kirtle of fine worsted, her head attired with a 
filament of gold, and her hair, as yellow as gold, 
hanging down behind her, which was curiously 
combed and plaited according to the manner of 
those days, she was led to church between two 
sweet boys, with bride laces and rosemary tied 
about their silken sleeves. Then was there a fair 
bride-cup of silver-gilt carried before her, wherein 
was a goodly branch of rosemary, gilded very 
fair, and hung about with silver ribands of all 
colours ; next there was a noise of musicians that 
played all the way before her. After her came 
the chiefest maidens of the country, some bearing 
bride-cakes, and some garlands made of wheat 
finely gilded, and so passed to the church ; and 
the bridegroom finely appareled, with the young 
. men, followed close behind." It will thus be seen 
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that the bride was led to church by boys. So, 
in Brooke's " England's Helicon," we read of the 

" WiUing bride, led by two strengthlesse boys." 

In. Beaumont and Fletcher's " Scornful Lady," 
one of the characters says: "Were these two 
arms encompassed with the hands of bachelors 
to lead me to the church." Again, in the old 
north-country poem of the " Collier's Wedding :" 

" Two lusty lads, weU drest and strong, 
Stepp'd out to lead the bride along; 
And two young maids, of equal size. 
As soon the bridegroom's bands surprize." 

At the marriage of Philip Herbert and Lady 
Susan at Whitehall, in the reign of James I., two 
noblemen led the bride to church. In ancient 
times the bridemen or bride-knights who led the 
lady to church were always bachelors^ but she 
was conducted home by two married men. More- 
sin says, that the bride gave gloves during the 
dinner time to the men who had escorted her, as 
rewards for their services. 

Among the Danes and ancient northern nations 
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the knot was the symbol of love, faith, and friend- 
ship. The word true-love knot is derived, not 
from the obvious "true" and "love," but from 
the Danish verb " trulofa" — I plight my faith ; and 
the knot itself, as an emblem of pledged fidelity 
between lovers, descended to us from the Danes. 
Hence, also, came the bride favours and top- 
knots worn at marriages. Browne, in his " Vulgar 
Errors," says, "The true-lover's knot is much 
magnified, and still retained in presents of love 
among us ;" and he suggests that, perhaps, it was 
derived from the knot of Hercules, " resembling 
the snaky complication in the caduceus, or rod of 
Hermes, and in which form the zone or woollen 
girdle of the bride was fastened" (vide yoI. i.p. 59). 
Herrick, in his " Hesperides," refers to " rib- 
banings " at weddings. In the " Merry Devil of 
Edmonton " we are told : 

" This true-love knot cancelles both maide and nun." 

In Ben Jonson's "Silent Woman," Lady Haughty 
says : 

" Let us know your bride's colours and yours at least.'*^ 
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In " Paradoxical Assertions/' in 1664, we read 
of "weaving innocent true-love knots." Lady 
Fanshawe, in her " Memoirs," says that at the 
nuptials of Charles II. and the Infanta, "the 
Bishop of London declared them married in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; 
and then they caused the ribbons her majesty 
wore to be cut in little pieces, and, as far as they 
would go, everyone had some.*' The " Collier's 
Wedding " speaks of 

" The blithsome, bucksome country maids, 
Witli knots of ribbands at their heads. 
And pinners flutt'ring in the wind, 
That fan before and toss behind." 

And of the bridegroom's men we read : 

" Like streamers in the painted sky. 
At every breast the favours fly." 

Bride favours were formerly worn by gentle- 
men in their hats, or on their breasts or arms, for 
several weeks, and they consisted of a large knot 
of ribbons of various colours, sometimes of gold, 
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silver, pink, and white. The latter colour is now 
the only one in use for these adornments. 

Formerly wedding favours were distributed to 
the guests, and to other persons who did not 
attend the ceremony, in great numbers ; often 
several hundreds were given away at the wed- 
dings of persons of distinction. Misson says, 
"When the eldest son of M. de Overkerque 
marry 'd the Duke of Ormond's sister, they dis- 
pers'd a whole inundation of those little favours. 
Nothing else was here to be met with, from the 
hat of the king down to that of the meanest ser- 
vant. Among the citizens and plain gentlemen, 
which is what they call the gentry, they some- 
times give these favours." As to wedding 
favours in France, Me p. 22. 

In early times when a spinster was given away 
her hand was uncovered, but at the marriage of a 
widow her hand was gloved. The giving of 
gloves at weddings is a very ancient custom. 
Ben Jonson, in his play of the " Silent Woman," 
makes Lady Haughty say: "We see no ensigns 
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of a wedding here, no character of a bride-ale ; 
where be our skarves and our gloves ?" Stephens, 
in his " Plaine Country Bride," says of a bride : 
" She hath no rarity worth observance, if her 
gloves be not miraculous and singular." Herrick, 
in his " Hesperides," says of a wedding : 

" What gloves we'll give, and ribbanings." 

Arnold, in his "Chronicle," in 1521, refers to an 
inquiry to be made at the visitation of ordinaries 
to churches, namely : " Whether the curat refuse 
to do the solemnysacyon of lawful matrymonye 
before he have gyfte of money, hoses, or gloves ?" 
Winwood, writing to Sir Dudley Carleton, in 
1604, concerning the marriage of Sir Philip 
Herbert to Lady Susan, says : " No ceremony was 
omitted of bride-cakes, points, garters, and gloves." 
In Clavell's "Recantation of an Ill-led Life," 
in 1634, is a reference to one who, "as married to 
new life," gives gloves. Pepys, in his " Diary," 
under date 5th July, 1663, says that he was at a 
wedding, and had two pairs of gloves like the 
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rest of the visitors. It is still the custom to 
give white gloves to the guests at marriages. 
Maeaulay, in his " History of Claybrook/' in 1791, 
says : ^' The only custom now remaining at wed- 
dings, that tends to recall a classical image to the 
mind, is that of sending to a disappointed lover a 
garland made of willow, variously ornamented, 
accompanied sometimes with a pair of gloves, a 
white handkerchief, and a smelling-bottle." 

Brand says there was formerly a custom in the 
north of England, " for the young men present at 
a wedding to strive, immediately after the cere- 
mony, who could first pluck off the bride's garters 
from her legs. This was done before the very 
altar. The bride was generally gartered with 
ribands for the occasion. Whoever were so for- 
tunate as to be victors in this singular species of 
contest, during which the bride was often obliged 
to scream out, and was very frequently thrown 
down, bore them about the church in triumph.'' 
Sometimes to prevent an indecent assault the 
bride gave garters out of her bosom, or allowed 
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them to remain untied and hanging loosely. In 
Herrick's " Hesperides," we read, as part of an 
epithalamium : 

** Quickly, quickly then prepare, 
And let the young men and the bride-maids share 
Tour garters ; and their joyntts 
Encircle with the bridegroom's points," 

So, in an epithalamium in Brooke's " England's 
Helicon," we read : 



(( 



Youths, take his poynts, your wonted right ; 
And maidens, take your due, her garters," 



In an old ballad of the wedding of "Arthur 
O'Bradley," printed in the appendix to " Robin 
Hood," in 1795, we read: 

** Then got they his points and his garters, 
And cut them in pieces like martyrs ; 
And then they all did play 
For the honour of Arthur O'Bradley.' 



j> 



Sir Winston ChurchhiU, in his " Divi Britan- 
nica," says that James I. was no more troubled at 
his querulous countrymen robbing him than a 
bridegroom at the losing of his points and 
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garters. Ajlet^ in his ^'DiTine and Moral 
Speculations," in 1654, gives some lines **0n 
Sight of a most honourable Lady's Wedding 
Garters." Pepys, in his "Diary," und^^ date 
24th January, 1659, says that after a dinner 
" ^rhcre was pulling off Mrs. Bride's and Mr. 
Bridegroom's ribbons." Garters seem to hare 
>X5en worn as trophies in men's hats- Thus, 
Butler, in his " Iludibras," says : 



'' Whif;h all tbc samts, and some since 
W</rf; in their hats like wedding garters.^ 

A trmt publi.shcd in 1686 says : ** The piper at 
n w^/l/lirig has always a piece of the iHides 
it^rUr tyed about his pipes." 

?<'7^'tni nurhut songs show that the stm^le 
^vr fU: hrifWi^ garters took place at night after 
afft^. jf.^vJi W^v fs^fTf^monUmslj put to bed ; aaad this 
tt^^k^ 4j|^, ^5te,;rit; Ui ihi seventeenth centnrr. Misson 
i5V^> *•' yi^i^f^ )ftA time is come the bridemen 
ysk^i 'M iJk hryif/a gartei^ which she had b^N>e 

4^' <l^ iiM li^rr x»igbt hang down, and so pnerent 
ilMMU^ imiA hvui ocnning too near her knee. 
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This donGj and the garters being fastened to the 
hats of the gallants, the bridemaids carry the bride 
into the bridechamber, where they undress her 
and lay her in bed." 

As well as garters, bride-laces, points, and 
scarves were worn, given, and taken at weddings. 
Ben Jonson refers to the giving of scarves at 
marriages, and, in his " Tale of a Tub," to the 
presentation of bride-laces and points. Davison, 
in his "Poetical Eapsody," in 1601, refers to 
the wearing of bridal points, scarves, and laces. 
Herrick, in his " Hesperides," warns the bride- 
groom's men to conduct their struggle for the 
bride's-lace delicately : 

" "We charge thee that no strife 
(Farther than gentleness tends) get place 
Among ye striving for her lace." 

Dekker, in his "Honest Whore," in 1630, makes 
a character say : " The bride-laces that I give at 
my wedding will serve to tye rosemary to both 
your coffins, when you come from hanging." In 
"Satyrical Characters," in 1658, we read of a 

VOL. II. o 
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magician in France who taught ** the shepherds to 
tye a bridegroome's point the marriage day, when 
the priest sayes conjuncgo vos.^' 

Shoes seem to have been important parts of 
the apparel of bridal couples. Thus, in the play 
of the ^^ Witch of Edmonton," in 1658, a fether 
tells his daughter and her intended husband : 
" Your marriage-money shall be received before 
your wedding shoes can be pulled on." And in 
Dekker's "Match me in London," in 1631, a 
character says : " I thinke your wedding shoes 
have not been oft unty'd." The answer is, 
"Some three times." 

Brand says that " Knives were formerly part 
of the accoutrements of a bride. This perhaps 
will not be difficult to account for, if we consider 
that it anciently formed part of the dress for 
women to wear a knife or knives sheathed and 
suspended from their girdles; a finer and more 
ornamented pair of which would very naturally 
be either purchased or presented on the occasion 
of a marriage." A passage in the play of " King 
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Edward the Third," in 1599, shows that two 
knives were thus used. 

At a meeting of the British Archaeological 
Association in 1860, was exhibited a pair of 
wedding knives in their embossed sheath of cuir- 
bouilli. The hilts of both were of silver, with 
cruciform and vase-shaped terminations, richly 
engraved with arabesques, together with scrip- 
tural and allegorical subjects. Both hilts were 
graven with the name of the owner, and the date 
1629. The iron blades were about five inches 
long ; one was stamped with a pair of shears and 
a dagger, and the other with an arched crown 
and a star of six points. The sheath was a 
double receptacle, measuring about nine inches 
and three quarters in length, and was intended for 
suspension at a girdle. 

Dekker, in his " Match me in London," makes 
a bride say ; " See at my girdle my wedding 
knives." In the "Witch of Edmonton," in 1658, 
one of the characters says : " But see, the bride- 
groom and bride come ; the new pair of Sheffield 
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knives fitted both to one sheath." Knives ap- 
pear also to have been given by lovers to their 
mistresses. Thus, Davison, in his " Poetical 
Rapsody," in 1601, says : 

" Fortiine doth give these paire of knives to you. 
To cut the thred of love if t be not true." 

And in "Well met, Gossip," in 1675, a woman 
says in reference to the gifts of suitors to gain 
affection : 

" I had twenty pair of gloves, 
When I was a maid, given to that eflFect ; 
Garters, knives, purses, girdles, store of rings. 
And many a thousand dainty, pretty things." 

Bouquets, or nosegays and posies, as they were 
formerly called, were common adjuncts to a wed- 
ding in the olden time. Herrick, in his " Hes- 
perides," refers to the flowers selected for this 
purpose, as the lady-smock, pansy, rose, prick- 
madam, gentle -heart, and maiden's -blush. In 
Hacket's "Marriage Present," a wedding ser- 
mon, primroses, maiden's-blushes, and violets, are 
mentioned as flowers used in bridal nosegays. 
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Stephens, in his " Plaine Country Bridegroome," 
says that " He shews neere afiBnity betwixt mar- 
riage and hanging ; and to that purpose he pro- 
vides a great nosegay, and shakes hands with 
every one he meets, as if he were now preparing 
for a condemned man's voyage." In the " Col- 
lier's Wedding," we read : 

" Now all prepared and ready stand. 
With fans and posies in their hand." 

In " Vox Graculi," in 1623, the spring is 
called " the nosegay giver to weddings," A 
sprig of gorse was often introduced into a bridal 
bouquet, possibly because of the old saying that 
" When the furze is out of bloom kissing is out 
of fashion." The custom of introducing orange 
blossom into wedding posies and wreaths is 
comparatively of modern date, although orange 
trees were growing in England in the time of 
Henry VII. Orange flowers at weddings is said 
to have been derived from the Saracens, or at 
least from the East, where they were emblems 
of a prosperous and fruitful marriage. The 
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orange trees in the East bear ripe fruit and 
blossoms at one and the same time, and are very 
prolific. 

The strewing of herbs, rushes, and flowers from 
the house of the bride to the church, was an an- 
cient custom in England. Shakespeare says : 

" Our bridal flowers serve for a buried corpse." 

Herrick, in his " Hesperides," has the follow- 
ing passage : 

" Glide by the banks of virgins then, and passe 
The showers of roses, lucky f oure-leaVd grasse : 
The while the cloud of younglings sing, 
And drown ye with a flowrie spring." 

Brooke, in his " England's Helicon," says : 

" Now busie maydens strew sweet flowres." 

In Armin's ^' History of the Two Maids of 
Moreclacke," in 1609, the preparations for a wed- 
ding are indicated by — "Enter a maid strewing 
flowers, and a serving man perfiiming the door/' 
In Braithwaite's " Strappado for the Divell/' in 
1615, w.e read: 



(t 
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All haile to Hymen and Ids marriage day, 
Strew rushes, and quickly come away ; 
Strew rushes, maides ; and ever as you streW, 
Think one day, maides, like will be done for you. 



j» 



In " Earn Alley, or Merrie Tricks," Adriana 
says to one who is strewing herbs : 

" Come, straw apace ; Lord, shall I ever live 
To walke to church on flowers ? O 'tis fine 
To see a bride trip it to church so lightly. 
As if her new choppines would scorn to bruze 
A silly flower." 

In a poem called "A Supposition," in the 
" Oxford Drollery,'* in 1671, is this passage : 

" Suppose the way with fragrant herbs were strowing, 
AU things were ready, we to church were going." 

In one of George Smith's "Pastorals," in 1770, 
is the following reference tp a bride : 



« 



Now, like the gather'd flow'rs that strew'd her way, 
Forc'd from my love, untimely I decay." 

Rowe, in his " Happy Yillage," in 1796, says : 



" The wheaten ear was scatter'd near the porch, 
The green bloom blossom'd strew'd the way to chui'ch. 



» 
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Newton, in his "Herbal for the Bible," says 
of roses, that " at bride-ales the houses and 
chambers were woont to be strawed with these 
odoriferous and sweet herbes." The custom of 
strewing flowers before a bride is still kept up in 
Kent, and other parts of England, The author 
was present at a wedding at Ightham, in Kent, 
in 1862, when the old women and children of the 
village scattered wild flowers before the bride as 
she left the church after the ceremony. At 
Cranbrook, in this county, as well as in other 
places, it was lately the fashion to strew a wed- 
ding couple's pathway, not with flowers, but with 
emblems of the bridegroom's trade ; thus, a car- 
penter walked on shavings, a butcher on sheep- 
skin, a shoemaker on leather parings, a paper- 
hanger on slips of paper, and a blacksmith on 
pieces of old iron. 

Rosemary, which was in olden times thought to 
strengthen the memory, was frequently worn at 
weddings and funerals. In Robinson's "Hande- 
ftdl of Pleasant Delites," in 1584, we read : 
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<< Eosemarie is for remembrance 
Betweene us dale and night. 
Wishing that I might alwaies have 
You present in my sight." 

Herrick, in his " Hesperides," says to the rose- 
mary branch : 

" Grow for two ends : it matters not at all, 
Be't for my bridall or my buriaU." 

ft 

In Strype's " Survey/' by Stowe, under date 
1560, we read that at the wedding of three sis- 
ters, "Fine flowers and rosemary were strewed 
for their coming home." From Ben Jonson's 
" Tale of a Tub " we learn that it was usual for 
the bridemaids to give the bridegroom a bunch 
of rosemary, bound with ribbons, the first thing 
on his wedding morning. Thus, Turf, speaking 
of the bridegroom's arrival, says, " Look an the 
wenches ha' not found un out, and do present un 
with a van of rosemary, and bays enough to vill 
a bow-pott, or trim the head of my best vore- 
horse ; we shall all ha bride-laces or points, I 
zee." In Dekker's " WonderfuU Yeare," 1603, 



202 THE WEDDING DAY 

speaking of a bride who died of the plague on 
her wedding day, he says : " Here is a strange 
alteration, for the rosemary that was washt in 
sweet water to set out the bridall, is now wet 
in teares to furnish her buriall." In Beaumont 
and Fletcher*s "Scornful Lady," one is asked, 
" Were the rosemary branches dipped ?" It 
would thus seem that the rosemary used at wed- 
dings was previously dipped in scented water. 
In Fletcher's " Woman s Pride," " The parties 
enter with rosemary as from a wedding." A 
character in the " Pilgrim " says : 

" WeU, well, since wedding will come after wooing. 
Give me some rosemary, and lett's be going." 

In Racket's " Marriage Present," a wedding 
sermon, in 1607, reference is made to the rose- 
marinus or rosemary, which was for married men. 
In the play of " Eam Alley, or Merrie Tricks," 
one of the characters says : 

" Know, varlet, I will be wed this morning; 
Thou shalt not be there, nor once be grac'd 
With a peece of rosemary/* 
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In the play of " A Faire Quarrel," in 1617, 
one of the characters asks, " Your maister is to 
be married to day ?^' The answer is : " Else 
all this rosemary is lost." Parkinson, in his 
"Garden of Flowers," in 1629, says that bay 
was used for garlands, and that " rosemary is al- 
most of as great use as bays — as well for civill as 
physical purposes : for civil uses, as all doe know, 
at weddings ... to bestow among friends." In a 
"Strange Metamorphosis of Man," in 1634, we are 
told that bay " is fit for halls and stately roomes, 
where, if there be a wedding kept, or such like 
feast, he will be sure to take a place more eminent 
than the rest ... He is a great companion with the 
rosemary." In the " Elder Brother," in 1637, in 
a scene before a wedding, one says : " Pray take a 
peece of rosemary." In the ** Marrow of Com- 
plements," in 1655, a lover tells his mistress that 
at their wedding, "Weel have rosemary and 
bayes to vill a bow-pot, and with the zame I'le 
trim the vorehead of my best vore-horse." An old 
ballad, called the "Bride's Good Morrow," says : 
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^ Young men and maids do ready stand. 
With sweet rosemary in their hand." 

Stephens, in his **Plame Country Bride- 
groome/' says: "He is the finest fellow in the 
parish, and hee that misinterprets my definition 
deserves no rosemary nor rosewat^r." In the 
" Knight of the Burning Pestle " ia wedding feast 
was to comprise '* a good piece of beef stuck with 
rosemary." It seems that sometimes both the 
rosemary and the bay used at weddings were 
gilded. Thus Herrick, in the " Hesperides," 
says : 

" Wel draw lots, who shaU bnj 
And gmld the baies and rosemary." 

And again, in his '^ Lines to Rosemary and 
Baies," he says : 

" My wooing's ended ; now my wedding's neere ; 
When gloves are giving, goilded be thou there." 

Hacket, in his sermon above-mentioned, says 
of these herbs : " Smell sweet, ye flowers, in 
your native sweetness: be not gilded with the 
idle arte of man/' Stephens, also above-named, 
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says the bride wore " guilt rases of ginger, rose- 
mary, and ribbands." Strutt also refers "to a 
fair bride-cup of silver gilt " which was carried 
before a bride, " wherein was a goodly branch of 
rosemary, gilded very fair, and hung about with 
silver ribands of all colours." It was usual to 
dip the rosemary in the cup, and drink the 
healths of the couple. Thus, a character in the 
old play of the " City Madam " says : 

" Before we divide 
Our army, let us dip our rosemaries 
In one rich bowl of sack, to this brave girl, 
And to the gentleman." 

Polydore Yergil, writing in the time of 
Henry VIII., says that a married man walked 
before the bride after she left the church, carry- 
ing, instead of the classical torch, a basin or 
vessel of gold or silver. From " Lex Forcia," 
in 1698, we learn that country folks decked the 
bridal bed with sprigs of rosemary. 
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afore your child to church, to cheer her heart 
up ;'' and in the same play Scriben says : " Your 
wedding dinner is starved without music," In 
the " Christen State of Matrimony," in 1543, we 
read of the drunken, gorgeously-dressed company 
which usually attended weddings, ^* with a great 
noise of harpes, lutes, kyttes, basens, and 
drommes." 

Vernon, in his "Hunting of Purgatory to 
Death," in 1561, says that he knew a priest who, 
*' when any of his parishioners should be maryed, 
woulde take his backe-pype, and go fetche theym 
to the churche, playnge sweetelye afore them, and 
then would he laye his instrument handsomely 
upon the aultare tyll he had maryed them and 
sayd masse. Which thyng being done, he would 
gentillye bringe them home agayne with backe- 
pype." Puttenham, in his "Arte of English 
Poesie," in 1589, refers to blind harpers and 
tavern minstrels who for a groat sang old 
romances at bride-ales, Brooke, in his "Epi- 
thalamium," refers to music mixed with discourse 



IN ALL AGES AND COUNTRIES. 207 

afore your child to church, to cheer her heart 
up ;'' and in the same play Scriben says : " Your 
wedding dinner is starved without music," In 
the " Christen State of Matrimony," in 1543, we 
read of the drunken, gorgeously-dressed company 
which usually attended weddings, ^* with a great 
noise of harpes, lutes, kyttes, basens, and 
drommes." 

Vernon, in his "Hunting of Purgatory to 
Death," in 1561, says that he knew a priest who, 
*' when any of his parishioners should be maryed, 
woulde take his backe-pype, and go fetche theym 
to the churche, playnge sweetelye afore them, and 
then would he laye his instrument handsomely 
upon the aultare tyll he had maryed them and 
sayd masse. Which thyng being done, he would 
gentillye bringe them home agayne with backe- 
pype." Puttenham, in his "Arte of English 
Poesie," in 1589, refers to blind harpers and 
tavern minstrels who for a groat sang old 
romances at bride-ales, Brooke, in his "Epi- 
thalamium," refers to music mixed with discourse 



206 THE WEDDING DAY 



CHAPTEE VII. 

Music at Weddings — Musical Priest— Dancing at Weddings — 
Dancing the Bride to Bed — ^Money given to tlie Poor at 
Marriages — ^Bedding the Bride and Bridegroom — The Bride's 
Pins — Flinging the Stocking — Sack Posset Drinking — Bene- 
diction Posset — Sewing up the Bride in the Sheets — The 
Bride-cake — ^Divinations therewith — Riding for the Bride- 
cake — Foot-ball at Weddings — Presents by Masters to Ser- 
vants at Marriage — Royal Gifts at Weddings— Meanness of 
Pepys. 

At the marriages of the Anglo-Saxons the par- 
ties were attended to the church by musicians, 
and the custom was continued until compara- 
tively recent times. In the *' History of John 
Newchombe/' cited by Strutt, we read of "a 
noise of musicians that played all the way before " 
a bride going to church. Ben Jonson, in his 
" Tale of a Tub," makes Dame Sibil Turf re- 
proach her husband for letting " no music go 
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at a wedding. An old ballad asks, "What's a 
wedding without pipes and fiddle T GriflBth, in 
his "Bethel," in 1634, after telling us that at 
wedding feasts the guests broke broad jests, and 
drank healths until they lost them, says : " Some 
cannot be merry without a noise of fiddlers.'^ In 
the " Collier's Wedding" we read that 

** The pipers wind and take their post. 
And go before to clear the coast." 

In olden times it was the custom to awaken 
newly-married couples on the morning after their 
wedding with music. Thus, at the marriage of 
Sir Philip Herbert to Lady Susan in 1604, " the 
King gave them a reveille matin before they were 
up." In the "Comforts of Wooing" we read 
that " Next morning came the fiddlers and scrape 
him a wicked reveillez ;" and that the whole 
street rang with the benedictions of fiddlers, 
drummers, pipers, and trumpeters. Misson/ writ- 
ing of a wedding, says : " If the drams and 
fiddles have notice of it, they will be sure to 
be with them by daybreak, making a horrible 
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racket, till they have got the pence." Gay, in his 
" Trivia," says : 

" Here rows of drummers stand in martial file, 
And with their yellum thunder shake the pil^. 
To greet the new-made bride." 

It is now a custom in some parts of Kent for 
hand-bell ringers to play tunes at the church door 
while a newly-married couple are leaving after 
the ceremony. 

Dancing was common at the marriages of the 
early Christians, and as the custom led to ex- 
cesses it was condemned by the Council of Lao-» 
dicea in the year 364. "It is not meete for 
Christian men to daunce at their marriages. Let 
the clear gie aryse, and go their wayes when the 
players on the instruments (which serve for 
dauncing) doe bygynne to play, least by their 
presence they shoulde seeme to alio we that wan- 
tonnesse." Dancing was practised at the mar- 
riages of the Anglo-Saxons, as Strutt informs us. 
He says that after the wedding feast "the re- 
maining part of the day was spent by the youth 
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of both sexes in mirth and dancing, while the 
graver sort sat down to their drinking bout, in 
which they highly delighted." 

In the " Christen State of Matrimony," in 
1543, we are told that after the marriage cere- 
mony came a feast, which was followed by danc- 
ing. " The bryde must be brought into an open 
dauncynge place. . . . Then muste the poore bryde 
kepe foote with al dauncers and refuse none." A 
rude and noisy revel lasted until supper, after 
which "must they begin to pipe and daunce 
again." "When the bride and bridegroom had 
gone to bed worn out with the noise, their un- 
mannerly guests went to their chamber door and 
sung "naughty ballades.'* The dancing at wed- 
dings in the sixteenth century was conducted with 
great indecency, and was accompanied with many 
coarse jokes. " In the " Summe of the Holy Scrip- 
ture," in 1547, people were advised not to suffer 
their children " to go to weddings or banckettes ; 
for nowe a dales one can leame nothing there but 
ribaudry and foule wordes." 
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It was formerly the custom at the weddings of 
both the rich and the poor to dance after dinner, 
and after supper, and also to dance the bride to 
bed. Early in the seventeenth century a tune 
was called " A round dance to dance the bride 
to bed." It appears from an account of the mar- 
riage of Sir Philip Herbert, in 1604, that there 
was at night a masque, at the conclusion of which, 
after supper, the company danced a round dance. 
In the "Apophthegms" of King James, in 1658, 
a cushion-dance at a wedding is thus mentioned : 
" At last, when the masque was ended, and time 
had brought in the supper, the cushion led the 
dance out of the parlour into the hall." 

In Scott's " Mock Marriage," in 1696, one of 
the characters exclaims: "What! a couple of 
weddings, and not a dance ?" The old ballad of 
the '' Winchester Wedding " says : 

** And now they had din'd, advancing 

Into the midst of the hall, 
The fiddlers struck up for dancing, 

And Jeremy led up the brawl. 
Sucky, that danc'd with the cushion, &c." 
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was at night a masque, at the conclusion of which, 
after supper, the company danced a round dance. 
In the "Apophthegms" of King James, in 1658, 
a cushion-dance at a wedding is thus mentioned : 
" At last, when the masque was ended, and time 
had brought in the supper, the cushion led the 
dance out of the parlour into the hall." 

In Scott's " Mock Marriage," in 1696, one of 
the characters exclaims: "What! a couple of 
weddings, and not a dance ?" The old ballad of 
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According to Grose, dancing was considered to 
be so essential at weddings, that if in a family 
the youngest daughter should be married before 
the elder sisters, they must all dance at her 
wedding without shoes. This would counteract 
their ill luck, and procure them husbands. Of 
late years this custom survived in the East of 
England, and the elder sisters were required to 
dance in a hog's trough. A similar usage pre- 
vailed in the West of England, but there the 
spinsters must dance in green stockings. 

The early Christians paid much respect to the 
custom of formally taking home the bride by the 
bridegroom after the marriage. They also had 
convivial entertainments after the ceremony, the 
church seeking not to abolish these festivities, 
but only to restrain them within the bounds of 
decency. The epithalamium, or nuptial song, 
was a necessary part of the day's amusement, but 
very often it was little better than immodest 
ribaldry. 
For the old custom of throwing about nuts at 
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weddings, tlie primitive Christians substituted 
the better practice of distributing alms to chil- 
dren and the poor. Such is still the custom 
among the Continental Eoman Catholics, and at 
nearly all the weddings in France a collection is 
made for the poor. Many churchwardens' ac- 
counts in England during the seventeenth cen- 
tury show that it was a common practice in this 
country to distribute money among the needy at 
marriages. For example, the accounts of All- 
hallows, Barking, contain the following items : 
22nd September, 1654, "Distributed at a 
marriage to the poore, 3Z." February, 1660, 
*' Grave 65. to the poor, given by a gent, who was 
married on Easter Tuesday." The "Pleasures 
of Matrimony," a chap-book of the last century, 
describing a contemporary wedding, says : " They 
go from the church again, and first receive the 
joy of the beggars; the bridegroom, for the 
grandeur of the wedding, throwing amongst them 
a handful of small money, which sets them 
scrambling." 
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a bride going to church. Ben Jonson, in his 
" Tale of a Tub," makes Dame Sibil Turf re- 
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afore your child to church, to cheer her heart 
up •/' and in the same play Scriben says : " Your 
wedding dinner is starved without music," In 
the " Christen State of Matrimony," in 1543, we 
read of the drunken, gorgeously-dressed company 
which usually attended weddings, ** with a great 
noise of harpes, lutes, kyttes, basens, and 
drommes." 

Vernon, in his "Hunting of Purgatory to 
Death," in 1561, says that he knew a priest who, 
^' when any of his parishioners should be maryed, 
woulde take his backe-pype, and go fetche theym 
to the churche, playnge sweetelye afore them, and 
then would he laye his instrument handsomely 
upon the aultare tyll he had maryed them and 
sayd masse. Which thyng being done, he would 
gentillye bringe them home agayne with backe- 
pype." Puttenham, in his "Arte of English 
Poesie," in 1589, refers to blind harpers and 
tavern minstrels who for a groat sang old 
romances at bride-ales, Brooke, in his "Epi- 
thalamium," refers to music mixed with discourse 
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at a wedding. An old ballad asks, " Wliat's a 
wedding without pipes and fiddle ?*' GrriflBth, in 
his "Bethel," in 1634, after telling us that at 
wedding feasts the guests broke broad jests, and 
drank healths until they lost them, says : " Some 
cannot be merry without a noise of fiddlers.'^ In 
the " Collier s Wedding " we read that 

" The pipers wind and take their post. 
And go before to clear the coast." 

In olden times it was the custom to awaken 
newly-married couples on the morning after their 
wedding with music. Thus, at the marriage of 
Sir Philip Herbert to Lady Susan m 1604, " the 
King gave them a reveille matin before they were 
up." In the " Comforts of Wooing " we read 
that " Next morning came the fiddlers and scrape 
him a wicked reveillez ;" and that the whole 
street rang with the benedictions of fiddlers, 
drummers, pipers, and trumpeters. Misson, writ- 
ing of a wedding, says : " If the drams and 
fiddles have notice of it, they will be sure to 
be with them by daybreak, making a horrible 
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racket, till they have got the pence." Gay, in his 
" Trivia," says : 

" Here rows of drummers stand in martial file, 
And with their yellum thunder shake the pil^. 
To greet the new-made bride." 

It is now a custom in some parts of Kent for 
hand-bell ringers to play tunes at the church door 
while a newly-married couple are leaving after 
the ceremony. 

Dancing was common at the marriages of the 
early Christians, and as the custom led to ex- 
cesses it was condemned by the Council of Lao-- 
dicea in the year 364. "It is not meete for 
Christian men to daunce at their marriages. Let 
the clear gie aryse, and go their wayes when the 
players on the instruments (which serve for 
dauncing) doe bygynne to play, least by their 
presence they shoulde seeme to allowe that wan- 
tonnesse." Dancing was practised at the mar- 
riages of the Anglo-Saxons, as Strutt informs us. 
He says that after the wedding feast "the re- 
maining part of the day was spent by the youth 
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of both sexes in mirth and dancing, while the 
graver sort sat down to their drinking bout, in 
which they highly delighted." 

In the " Christen State of Matrimony," in 
1543, we are told that after the marriage cere- 
mony came a feast, which was followed by danc- 
ing. "The bryde must be brought into an open 
dauncynge place. . . . Then muste the poore bryde 
kepe foote with al dauncers and refuse none." A 
rude and noisy revel lasted until supper, after 
which "must they begin to pipe and daunce 
again." When the bride and bridegroom had 
gone to bed worn out with the noise, their un- 
mannerly guests went to their chamber door and 
sung "naughty ballades/* The dancing at wed- 
dings in the sixteenth century was conducted with 
great indecency, and was accompanied with many 
coarse jokes. " In the ** Summe of the Holy Scrip- 
ture," in 1547, people were advised not to suflfer 
their children " to go to weddings or banekettes ; 
for nowe a daies one can leame nothing there but 
ribaudry and foule wordes." 
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In " Paradoxical Assertions/' in 1664, we read 
of "weaving innocent true-love knots." Lady 
Fanshawe, in her " Memoirs," says that at the 
nuptials of Charles II. and the Infanta, "the 
Bishop of London declared them married in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; 
and then they caused the ribbons her majesty 
wore to be cut in little pieces, and, as far as they 
would go, everyone had some." The " Collier's 
Wedding " speaks of 
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The blithsome, bucksome country maids, 
Witli knots of ribbands at their heads. 
And pinners flutt'ring in the wind. 
That fan before and toss behind." 



And of the bridegroom's men we read : 

" Like streamers in the painted sky. 
At every breast the favours fly/' 

Bride favours were formerly worn by gentle- 
men in their hats, or on their breasts or arms, for 
several weeks, and they consisted of a large knot 
of ribbons of various colours, sometimes of gold, 
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silver, pink, and white. The latter colour is now 
the only one in use for these adornments. 

Formerly wedding favours were distributed to 
the guests, and to other persons who did not 
attend the ceremony, in great numbers; often 
several hundreds were given away at the wed- 
dings of persons of distinction. Misson says, 
"When the eldest son of M. de Overkerque 
marry'd the Duke, of Ormond's sister, they dis- 
pers'd a whole inundation of those little favours. 
Nothing else was here to be met with, from the 
hat of the king down to that of the meanest ser- 
vant. Among the citizens and plain gentlemen, 
which is what they call the gentry, they some- 
times give these favours." As to wedding 
favours in France, vide p. 22. 

In early times when a spinster was given away 
her hand was uncovered, but at the marriage of a 
widow her hand was gloved. The giving of 
gloves at weddings is a very ancient custom. 
Ben Jonson, in his play of the " Silent Woman," 
makes Lady Haughty say: *^ We see no ensigns 
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of a wedding here, no character of a bride-ale ; 
where be our skarves and our gloves ?" Stephens, 
in his " Plaine Country Bride," says of a bride : 
'* She hath no rarity worth observance, if her 
gloves be not miraculous and singular." Herrick, 
in his " Hesperides," says of a wedding : 
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What gloves we'll give, and ribbanings." 



Arnold, in his "Chronicle," in 1621, refers to an 
inquiry to be made at the visitation of ordinaries 
to churches, namely : " Whether the curat refuse 
to do the solemnysacyon of lawful matrymonye 
before he have gyfte of money, hoses, or gloves ?" 
Winwood, writing to Sir Dudley Carleton, in 
1604, concerning the marriage of Sir Philip 
Herbert to Lady Susan, says : " No ceremony was 
omitted of bride-cakes, points, garters, and gloves. 
In Clavell's "Recantation of an Ill-led Life, 
in 1634, is a reference to one who, " as married to 
new life," gives gloves. Pepys, in his " Diary," 
under date 5th July, 1663, says that he was at a 
wedding, and had two pairs of gloves like the 



95 



9J 



190 THE WEDDING DAY 

rest of the visitors. It is still the custom to 
give white gloves to the guests at marriages, 
Macaulay, in his " History of Claybrook," in 179 1, 
says : ^' The only custom now remaining at wed- 
dings, that tends to recall a classical image to the 
mind, is that of sending to a disappointed lover a 
garland made of willow, variously ornamented, 
accompanied sometimes with a pair of gloves, a 
white handkerchief, and a smelling-bottle." 

Brand says there was formerly a custom in the 
north of England, *^ for the young men present at 
a wedding to strive, immediately after the cere- 
mony, who could first pluck off the bride's garters 
from her legs. This was done before the very 
altar. The bride was generally gartered with 
ribands for the occasion. Whoever were so for- 
tunate as to be victors in this singular species of 
contest, during which the bride was often obliged 
to scream out, and was very frequently thrown 
down, bore them about the church in triumph." 
Sometimes to prevent an indecent assault the 
bride gave garters out of her bosom, or allowed 



IN ALL AGES AND COUNTEIES. 191 

ihem to remain untied and hanging loosely. In 
Herrick's " Hesperides," we read, as part of an 
epithalamium : 

** Quickly, quickly then prepare, 
And let the young men and the bride-maids share 
Your garters ; and their joyntts 
Encircle with the bridegroom's points," 

So, in an epithalamium in Brooke's " England's 
Helicon," we read : 

" Youths, take his poynts, your wonted right ; 
And maidens, take your due, her garters," 

In an old baUad of the wedding of "Arthur 
O'Bradley," printed in the appendix to " Robin 
Hood," in 1795, we read : 

*' Then got they his points and his garters. 
And cut them in pieces like martyrs ; 
And then they aU did play 
For the honour of Arthur O'Bradley." 

Sir Winston Churchhill, in his " Divi Britan- 
nica,'* says that James I. was no more troubled at 
his querulous countrymen robbing him than a 
bridegroom at the losing of his points and 
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garters. Aylet, in his "Divine and Moral 
Speculations," in 1654, gives some lines "On 
Sight of a most honourable Lady's Wedding 
Garters." Pepys, in his "Diary," under date 
24th January, 1659, says that after a dinner 
" There was pulling off Mrs. Bride's and Mr. 
Bridegroom's ribbons." Garters seem to have 
been worn as trophies in men's hats. Thus, 
Butler, in his " Hudibras," says : 

" Wluch all the saints, and some since martyrs, 
Wore in their hats like wedding garters." 

A tract published in 1686 says : " The piper at 
a wedding has always a piece of the bride's 
garter tyed about his pipes." 

Several ancient songs show that the struggle 
for the bride's garters took place at night after 
she had been ceremoniously put to bed ; and this 
was the case in the seventeenth century. Misson 
says: "When bed time is come the bridemen 
pull off the bride's garters, which she had before 
unty'd, that they might hang down, and so prevent 
a curious hand from coming too near her knee. 
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This done, and the garters being fastened to the 
hats of the gallants, the bridemaids carry the bride 
into the brideehamber, where they undress her 
and lay her in bed." 

As well as garters, bride-laces, points, and 
scarves were worn, given, and taken at weddings. 
Ben Jonson refers to the giving of scarves at 
marriages, and, in his " Tale of a Tub," to the 
presentation of bride-laces and points. Davison, 
in his "Poetical Eapsody," in 1601, refers to 
the wearing of bridal points, scarves, and laces. 
Herrick, in his " Hesperides," warns the bride- 
groom's men to conduct their struggle for the 
bride's-lace delicately : 

'* We cliarge thee that no strife 
(Farther than gentleness tends) get place 
Among ye striving for her lace." 

Dekker, in his "Honest Whore," in 1630, makes 
a character say : " The bride-laces that I give at 
my wedding will serve to tye rosemary to both 
your coffins, when you come from hanging." In 
"Satyrical Characters," in 1658, we read of a 
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magician in France who taught " the shepherds to 
tye a bridegroome's point the marriage day, when 
the priest sayes conjuncgo vos.'* 

Shoes seem to have been important parts of 
the apparel of bridal couples. Thus, in the play 
of the ^^ Witch of Edmonton," in 1658, a father 
tells his daughter and her intended husband : 
" Your marriage-money shall be receiv'd before 
your wedding shoes can be pulled on." And in 
Dekker's "Match me in London," in 1631, a 
character says : " I thinke your wedding shoes 
have not been oft unty'd. " The answer is, 
" Some three times." 

Brand says that " Knives were formerly part 
of the accoutrements of a bride. This perhaps 
will not be difficult to account for, if we consider 
that it anciently formed part of the dress for 
women to wear a knife or knives sheathed and 
suspended from their girdles; a finer and more 
ornamented pair of which would very naturally 
be either purchased or presented on the occasion 
of a marriage." A passage in the play of " King 
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Edward the Third," in 1599, shows that two 
knives were thus used. 

At a meeting of the British Archaeological 
Association in 1860, was exhibited a pair of 
wedding knives in their embossed sheath of cuir- 
bouilli. The hilts of both were of silver, with 
cruciform and vase-shaped terminations, richly- 
engraved with arabesques, together with scrip- 
tural and allegorical subjects. Both hilts were 
graven with the name of the owner, and the date 
1629. The iron blades were about five inches 
long ; one was stamped with a pair of shears and 
a dagger, and the other with an arched crown 
and a star of six points. The sheath was a 
double receptacle, measuring about nine inches 
and three quarters in length, and was intended for 
suspension at a girdle. 

Dekker, in his " Match me in London," makes 
a bride say : " See at my girdle my wedding 
knives." In the "Witch of Edmonton," in 1658. 
one of the characters says : " But see, the bride- 
groom and bride come ; the new pair of Sheffield 
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knives fitted both to one sheath." Knives ap- 
pear also to have been given by lovers to their 
mistresses. Thus, Davison, in his " Poetical 
Rapsody," in 1601, says : 

" Fortune doth give these paire of knives to yon, 
To cnt the thred of love if t be not true." 

And in "Well met, Gossip," in 1675, a woman 
says in reference to the gifts of suitors to gain 
affection : 

" I had twenty pair of gloves, 
When I was a maid, given to that eflfect ; 
Garters, knives, purses, girdles, store of rings, 
And many a thousand dainty, pretty things." 

Bouquets, or nosegays and posies, as they were 
formerly called, were common adjuncts to a wed- 
ding in the olden time, Herrick, in his " Hes- 
perides," refers to the flowers selected for this 
purpose, as the lady-smock, pansy, rose, prick- 
madam, gentle -heart, and maiden's- blush. In 
Hacket's "Marriage Present," a wedding ser- 
mon, primroses, maiden's-blushes, and violets, are 
mentioned as flowers used in bridal nosegays. 
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Stephens, in his " Plaine Country Bridegroome," 
says that " He shews neere affinity betwixt mar- 
riage and hanging ; and to that purpose he pro- 
vides a great nosegay, and shakes hands with 
every one he meets, as if he were now preparing 
for a condemned man's voyage." In the " Col- 
lier's Wedding," we read : 



Now all prepared and ready stand, 
With fans and posies in their hand.' 



In " Vox Graculi," in 1623, the spring is 
called " the nosegay giver to weddings," A 
sprig of gorse was often introduced into a bridal 
bouquet, possibly because of the old saying that 
" When the fiirze is out of bloom kissing is out 
of fashion," The custom of introducing orange 
blossom into wedding posies and wreaths is 
comparatively of modern date, although orange 
trees were growing in England in the time of 
Henry VIL Orange flowers at weddings is said 
to have been derived from the Saracens, or at 
least from the East, where they were emblems 
of a prosperous and fruitful marriage. The 
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oKmge trees in the East bear ripe fruit and 
blossoms at one and the same time, and are very 
prolific. 

The strewing of herbs, rushes, and flowers from 
the house of the bride to the church, was an an- 
cient custom in England. Shakespeare says : 

" Our bridal flowers serve for a buried corpse." 

Herrick, in his " Hesperides," has the follow- 
ing passage : 

" Glide by the banks of virgins then, and passe 
The showers of roses, lucky f oure-leav'd grasse : 
The while the cloud of younglings sing, 
And drown ye with a flowrie spring." 

Brooke, in his " England's Helicou," says : 
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Now busie maydens strew sweet flowres." 



In Armin's ^^ History of the Two Maids of 
Moreclacke," in 1609, the preparations for a wed- 
ding are indicated by — "Enter a maid strewing 
flowers, and a serving man perfuming the door/' 
In Braithwaite's " Strappado for the Divell/' in 
1615, w,e read: 



IN ALL AGES AND COUNTRIES* 199 

" All Haile to Hymen and liis marriage day, 
Strew rushes, and quickly come away ; 
Strew ruslies, maides ; and ever as you strew. 
Think one day, maides, like will be done for you." 

In " Earn Alley, or Merrie Tricks," Adriana 
says to one who is strewing herbs : 

" Come, straw apace ; Lord, shall I ever live 
To walke to church on flowers ? O 'tis fine 
To see a bride trip it to church so lightly. 
As if her new choppines would scorn to bruze 
A siUy flower." 

In a poem called "A Supposition," in the 
" Oxford Drollery," in 1671, is this passage : 

" Suppose the way with fragrant herbs were strowing, 
AU things were ready, we to church were going." 

In one of George Smith's "Pastorals," in 1770, 
is the following reference to a bride : 

" Now, like the gathered flow'rs that strew'd her way, 
Forc'd from my love, untimely I decay." 

Rowe, in his " Happy Yillage," in 1796, says : 

" The wheaten ear was scatter'd near the porch, 
The green bloom blossom'd strew'd the way to church." 
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Newton, in his " Herbal for the Bible," says 
of roses, that " at bride-ales the houses and 
chambers were woont to be strawed with these 
odoriferous and sweet herbes/' The custom of 
strewing flowers before a bride is still kept up in 
Kent, and other parts of England, The author 
was present at a wedding at Ightham, in Kent, 
in 1862, when the old women and children of the 
village scattered wild flowers before the bride as 
she left the church after the ceremony. At 
Cranbrook, in this county, as well as in other 
places, it was lately the fashion to strew a wed- 
ding couple's pathway, not with flowers, but with 
emblems of the bridegroom's trade ; thus, a car- 
penter walked on shavings, a butcher on sheep- 
skin, a shoemaker on leather parings, a paper- 
hanger on slips of paper, and a blacksmith on 
pieces of old iron, 

Rosemary, which was in olden times thought to 
strengthen the memory, was frequently worn at 
weddings and funerals. In Robinson's "Hande- 
fiill of Pleasant Delites," in 1584, we read : 
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<< Bosemarie is for remembrance 
Betweene us dale and night, 
Wishing that I might alwaies have 
You present in my sight." 

Herrick, in his " Hesperides," says to the rose- 
mary branch : 

" Grow for two ends : it matters not at all, 
Be't for my bridaU or my buriall." 

In Strype's " Survey,** by Stowe, under date 
1560, we read that at the wedding of three sis- 
tiers, "Fine flowers and rosemary were strewed 
for their coming home," From Ben Jonson's 
" Tale of a Tub " we learn that it was usual for 
the bridemaids to give the bridegroom a bunch 
of rosemary, bound with ribbons, the first thing 
on his wedding morning. Thus, Turf, speaking 
of the bridegroom's arrival, says, " Look an the 
wenches ha' not found un out, and do present un 
with a van of rosemary, and bays enough to vill 
a bow-pott^ or trim the head of my best vore- 
horse ; we shall all ha bride-laces or points, I 
zee-" In Dekker's " WonderfuU Yeare," 1603, 
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speaking of a bride who died of the plague on 
her wedding day, he says : " Here is a strange 
alteration, for the rosemary that was washt in 
sweet water to set out the bridall, is now wet 
in teares to furnish her buriall/' In Beaumont 
and Fletcher^s "Scornful Lady," one is asked, 
" Were the rosemary branches dipped ?" It 
would thus seem that the rosemary used at wed- 
dings was previously dipped in scented water. 
In Fletcher's '' Woman s Pride," " The parties 
enter with rosemary as from a wedding." A 
character in the " Pilgrim " says : 

" Well, weU, since wedding wiU come after wooing, 
Give me some rosemary, and lett's be going." 

In Hacket's " Marriage Present," a wedding 
sermon, in 1607, reference is made to the rose- 
marinus or rosemary, which was for married men. 
In the play of " Ram Alley, or Merrie Tricks," 
one of the characters says : 

" Know, varlet, I wiU be wed tbis morning ; 
Tbou sbalt not be there, nor once be grac'd 
Witb a peece of rosemary.'* 
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In the play of " A Faire Quarrel/' in 1617, 
one of the characters asks, " Your maister is to 
be married to day ?*' The answer is : " Else 
all this rosemary is lost/* Parkinson, in his 
"Garden of Flowers," in 1629, says that bay 
was used for garlands, and that " rosemary is al- 
most of as great use as bays — as well for civill as 
physical purposes : for civil uses, as all doe know, 
at weddings ... to bestow among friends-" In a 
"Strange Metamorphosis of Man," in 1634, we are 
told that bay " is fit for halls and stately roomes, 
where, if there be a wedding kept, or such like 
feast, he will be sure to take a place more eminent 
than the rest . . • He is a great companion with the 
rosemary/* In the " Elder Brother," in 1637, in 
a scene before a wedding, one says : " Pray take a 
peece of rosemary." In the " Marrow of Com- 
plements," in 1655, a lover tells his mistress that 
at their wedding, "Wee'l have rosemary and 
bayes to vill a bow-pot, and with the zame I'le 
trim the vorehead of my best vore-horse." An old 
ballad, called the "Bride's Good Morrow," says : 
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" Young men and maids do ready stand, 
With sweet rosemary in their hand." 

Stephens, in his **Plaine Country Bride- 
grbome," says : " He is the finest fellow in the 
parish, and hee^that misinterprets my definition 
deserves no rosemary nor rosewater." In the 
" Knight of the Burning Pestle " ia wedding feast 
was to comprise " a good piece of beef stuck with 
rosemary," It seems that sometimes both the 
rosemary and the bay used at weddings were 
gilded. Thus Herrick, in the " Hesperides," 
says : 



" Wel draw lots, who shall bnj 
And guild the baies and rosemary." 



And again, in his ^^ Lines to Eosemary and 
Baies," he says : 

" My wooing's ended ; now my wedding's neere ; 
WTien gloves are giving, guilded be thou there." 

Hacket, in his sermon above-mentioned, says 
of these herbs : " Smell sweet, ye flowers, in 
your native sweetness: be not gilded with the 
idle arte of man.'* Stephens, also above-named, 
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says the bride wore " guilt rases of ginger, rose- 
mary, and ribbands." Strutt also refers " to a 
fair brideKJup of silver gilt " which was carried 
before a bride, " wherein was a goodly branch of 
rosemary, gilded very feir, and hung about with 
silver ribands of all colours." It was usual to 
dip the rosemary in the cup, and drink (he 
healths of the couple. Thus, a character in the 
old play of the " City Madam " says : 

" Before we divide 
Our armj, let us dip our rosemaries 
In one rich bowl of sack, to this brave girl. 
And to the gentleman." 

Polydore Vergil, writing in the time of 
Henry YIII., says that a married man walked 
before the bride after she left the church, carry- 
ing, instead of the classical torch, a basin or 
vessel of gold or silver. From " Lex Forcia," 
in 1698, we learn that country folks decked the 
bridal bed with sprigs of rosemary. 
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CHAPTER YII. 

Music at Weddings — ^Musical Priest— Dancing at Weddings — 
Dancing the Bride to Bed — ^Money given to the Poor at 
Marriages — Bedding the Bride and Bridegroom — The Bride's 
Pins — ^Flinging the Stocking — Sack Posset Drinking — Bene- 
diction Posset — Sewing np the Bride in the Sheets — The 
Bride-cake — Divinations therewith — Riding for the Bride- 
cake — Foot-ball at Weddings — Presents by Masters to Ser- 
vants at Marriage — Royal Gifts at Weddings— Meanness of 
Pepys. 

At the marriages of the Anglo-Saxons the par- 
ties were attended to the church by musicians, 
and the custom was continued until compara- 
tively recent times. In the ^'History of John 
Newchombe," cited by Strutt, we read of "a 
noise of musicians that played all the way before " 
a bride going to church, Ben Jonson, in his 
" Tale of a Tub," makes Dame Sibil Turf re- 
proach her husband for letting " no music go 
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afore your child to church, to cheer her heart 
up ;'* and in the same play Scriben says : " Tour 
wedding dinner is starved without music." In 
the " Christen State of Matrimony," in 1543, we 
read of the drunken, gorgeously-dressed company 
which usually attended weddings, ** with a great 
noise of harpes, lutes, kyttes, basens, and 
drommes," 

Vernon, in his "Hunting of Purgatory to 
Death," in 1561, says that he knew a priest who, 
^' when any of his parishioners should be maryed, 
woulde take his backe-pype, and go fetche theym 
to the churche, playnge sweetelye afore them, and 
then would he laye his instrument handsomely 
upon the aultare tyll he had maryed them and 
sayd masse. Which thyng being done, he would 
gentillye bringe them home agayne with backe- 
pype." Puttenham, in his "Arte of English 
Poesie," in 1589, refers to blind harpers and 
tavern minstrels who for a groat sang old 
romances at bride-ales, Brooke, in his "Epi- 
thalamium," refers to music mixed with discourse 
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at a wedding. An old ballad asks, "What's a 
wedding without pipes and fiddle ?" GriflBth, in 
his "Bethel," in 1634, after telling us that at 
wedding feasts the guests broke broad jests, and 
drank healths until they lost them, says : " Some 
cannot be merry without a noise of fiddlers.'^ In 
the " Collier's Wedding" we read that 

" The pipers wind and take their post, 
And go before to clear the coast." 

In olden times it was the custom to awaken 
newly-married couples on the morning after their 
wedding with music. Thus, at the marriage of 
Sir Philip Herbert to Lady Susan in 1604, " the 
King gave them a reveille matin before they were 
up." In the "Comforts of Wooing" we read 
that " Next morning came the fiddlers and scrape 
him a wicked reveilkz ;" and that the whole 
street rang with the benedictions of fiddlers, 
drummers, pipers, and trumpeters. Misson, writ- 
ing of a wedding, says : " If the drums and 
fiddles have notice of it, they will be sure to 
be with them by daybreak, making a horrible 
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racket, till they have got the pence/' Gay, in his 
" Trivia," says : 

" Here rows of drummers stand in martial file, 
And with their vellum thunder shake the pild. 
To greet the new-made bride." 

It is now a custom in some parts of Kent for 
hand-bell ringers to play tunes at the church door 
while a newly-married couple are leaving after 
the ceremony. 

Dancing was common at the marriages of the 
early Christians, and as the custom led to ex- 
cesses it was condemned by the Council of Lao-' 
dicea in the year 364 "It is not meete for 
Christian men to daunce at their marriages. Let 
the cleargie aryse, and go their wayes when the 
players on the instruments (which serve for 
dauncing) doe bygynne to play, least by their 
presence they shoulde seeme to allowe that wan- 
tonnesse." Dancing was practised at the mar- 
riages of the Anglo-Saxons, as Strutt informs us. 
He says that after the wedding feast "the re- 
maining part of the day was spent by the youth 
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of both sexes in mirth and daiicij5\g, while the 
graver sort sat down to their drinkingC^Jbout, in 
which they highly delighted/' 

In the " Christen State of Matrimony/' \^ 
1543, we are told that after the marriage cere; 
mony came a feast, which was followed by danc- 
ing, " The bryde must be brought into an open 
dauncynge place. • . • Then muste the poore bryde 
kepe foote with al dauncers and refuse none." A 
rude and noisy revel lasted untU supper, after 
which "must they begin to pipe and daunce 
again." When the bride and bridegroom had 
gone to bed worn out with the noise, their un- 
mannerly guests went to their chamber door and 
sung *^ naughty ballades.'* The dancing at wed- 
dings in the sixteenth century was conducted with 
great indecency, and was accompanied with many 
coarse jokes. " In the " Summe of the Holy Scrip- 
ture," in 1547, people were advised not to suffer 
their children " to go to weddings or banckettes ; 
for nowe a dales one can leame nothing there but 
ribaudry and foule wordes." 
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It was formerly the custom at the weddings of 
both the rich and the poor to dance after dinner, 
and after supper, and also to dance the bride to 
bed. Early in the seventeenth century a tune 
was called " A round dance to dance the bride 
to bed." It appears from an account of the mar- 
riage of Sir Philip Herbert, in 1604, that there 
was at night a masque, at the conclusion of which, 
after supper, the company danced a round dance. 
In the "Apophthegms" of King James, in 1658, 
a cushion-dance at a wedding is thus mentioned : 
" At last, when the masque was ended, and time 
had brought in the supper, the cushion led the 
dance out of the parlour into the hall." 

In Scott's " Mock Marriage," in 1696, one of 
the characters exclaims: "What! a couple of 
weddings, and not a dance ?" The old ballad of 
the '' Winchester Wedding " says : 
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And now they had din'd, advancing 

Into the midst of the hall, 
The fiddlers struck up for dancing, 

And Jeremy led up the brawl. 
Sucky, that danc'd with the cushion, &c. 
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According to Grose, dancing was considered to 
be so essential at weddings, that if in a family 
the youngest daughter should be married before 
the elder sisters, they must all dance at her 
wedding without shoes. This would counteract 
their ill luck, and procure them husbands. Of 
late years this custom survived in the East of 
England, and the elder sisters were required to 
dance in a hog s trough. A similar usage pre- 
vailed in the West of England, but there the 
spinsters must dance in green stockings. 

The early Christians paid much respect to the 
custom of formally taking home the bride by the 
bridegroom after the marriage. They also had 
convivial entertainments after the ceremony, the 
church seeking not to abolish these festivities, 
but only to restrain them within the bounds of 
decency. The epithalamium, or nuptial song, 
was a necessary part of the day's amusement, but 
very often it was little better than immodest 
ribaldry. 

For the old custom of throwing about nuts at 
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weddings, the primitive Christians substituted 
the better practice of distributing alms to chil- 
dren and the poor. Such is still the custom 
among the Continental Eoman Catholics, and at 
nearly all the weddings in France a collection is 
made for the poor. Many churchwardens' ac- 
counts in England during the seventeenth cen- 
tury show that it was a common practice in this 
country to distribute money among the needy at 
marriages. For example, the accounts of All- 
hallows, Barking, contain the following items: 
22nd September, 1654, "Distributed at a 
marriage to the poore, 3Z." February, 1660, 
*' Grave 65. to the poor, given by a gent, who was 
married on Easter Tuesday." The "Pleasures 
of Matrimony," a chap-book of the last century, 
describing a contemporary wedding, says : " They 
go from the church again, and first receive the 
joy of the beggars; the bridegroom, for the 
grandeur of the wedding, throwing amongst them 
a handful of small money, which sets them 
scrambling." 
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One of the most important marriage customs 
with our ancestors was the bedding of the bride 
and bridegroom. First, the bridal bed was 
dressed with coloured ribbons by the bride- 
maids, who were obliged to exercise great care 
that the colours used expressed only agreeable 
sentiments. Strutt says, that among the Anglo- 
Saxons the bride was put to bed by her maids, 
and then the bridegroom was conducted to her 
by his men. All being present at the room, the 
health of the couple was drunk. In later times 
it seems that the bride was conducted to her 
chamber by the men and the women, but the 
former left the room while the latter undressed 
her and put her to bed. The men then un- 
dressed the bridegroom and put him to bed to 
his wife. Usually the wife lay on the left hand 
of her husband ; the right hand side of the bed 
being reserved for the man as the place of 
honour. 

The pins were important features in the un- 
dressing of the bride, inasmuch as certain super- 
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stitions attached to them. Eandolph, in his 
" Letters," writing of the marriage of Mary, 
Queen of Scots, to Lord Damley, says that when 
the queen after her marriage went to her chamber 
to change her clothes, she suffered " them that 
stood by, every man that could approach, to take 
out a pin." Missonsays: " The bridemaids carry 
the bride into the bed-chamber, where they un- 
dress her and lay her in the bed. They must 
throw away and lose all the pins. Woe be to 
the bride if a single one is left about her ; nothing 
will go right. Woe also to the bridemaids if 
they keep one of them, for they will not be 
married before Whitsontide ;" or, as we read in 
" Hymen," in 1760, *UiU the Easter folloving at 
soonest." 

« 

Other important ceremonies in the bridal bed- 
chamber were the flinging of the stocking and 
the drinking of the sack posset. The former is 
a very old custom. TI ^escribing the 

marriage at court of Su* '^n 1604, 

tells us that ** at night to the 
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sheet, casting off the bride's left hose, with many 
other pretty sorceries." Charles I., upon his 
marriage, in order to prevent the bridal mum- 
meries of breaking the cake, presenting posset, 
and throwing stockings in his bed-chamber, di- 
rectly he entered it on his wedding night, fas- 
tened the door against the company which he 
expected would follow him ; and the next day he 
laughed at their disappointment. 

In Fletcher's "Poems," in 1656, is a "Sing- 
Song on Clarinda's Wedding," in which is the 
following passage : 

" This clutter ore, Clarinda lay 
Half -bedded, like the peeping day 

Behind Olimpus' cap; 
Whiles at her head each twitt'ring girle 
The fatal stocking quick did whirle 
To know the lucky hap." 

Pepys, in his " Diary," under date 10th July, 
1660, says that he was at a wedding, from which 
he went away, " not returning, as I said I would, 
to see the bride put to bed.^' Under date 8th 
February, 1662, he writes : "And married they 
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were, with ring and all other ceremonies of church 
service, and ribbands and a sack posset in bed, 
and flinging the stocking." And again, under 
date 31st July, 1665, he says : "I got into the 
bridegroom's chamber while he undressed him- 
self, and there was very merry, till he was called 
to the bride's chamber, and into bed thej^ went. 
I kissed the bride in bed, and so the curtains 
drawne with the greatest gravity that could be, 
and so good night." 

The drawing of the curtain here mentioned 
was a ceremonial proceeding. At the marriage 
of Mary II. to the Prince of Orange the cake was 
broken and the posset was drunk at night in the 
bridal chamber, in the presence of all who had 
assisted at the nuptial rites, and after that King 
Charles drew the curtains with his own hand. 
Scott refers to the custom in his " Marmion," in 
which he says : 

" Queen Katharine's hand the stocking threw, 
And bluff King Hal the curtain drew." 

In Dunton's " British Apollo," in 1708, are the 
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following question and answer concerning the 
usage of stocking throwing : 

Q, " ApoUo, say, whence 'tis I pray, 
The ancient custom came, 
Stockings to throw (I'm sure you know) 
At bridegroom aad his dame ?" 

A, " When Britons bold, bedded of old. 
Sandals were backward thrown ; 
The pair to tell, that, ill or well. 
The act was aU their own." 

Eamsay, in his " Poems," in 1721, says : 

" The bride was now laid in her bed, 
Her left leg ho was flung ; 
And Geordy Gib was fidgen glad, 
Because it hit Jean Gun." 

In the " Progress of Matrimony," in 1733, the 
ceremony is thus described : 

" Then come all the younger folk in, 
With ceremony throw the stocking ; 
Backward, o'erhead, in turn they toss'd it, 
TiU in sack-posset they had lost it. 
Th' intent of flinging thus the hose 
Is to hit him or her o' th' nose ; 
Who hits the mark thus o'er left shoulder, 
Must married be ere twelve months older." 
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It was formerly the custom at the weddings of 
both the rich and the poor to dance after dinner, 
and after supper, and also to dance the bride to 
bed. Early in the seventeenth century a tune 
was called " A round dance to dance the bride 
to bed." It appears from an account of the mar- 
riage of Sir Philip Herbert, in 1604, that there 
was at night a masque, at the conclusion of which, 
after supper, the company danced a round dance. 
In the "Apophthegms" of King James, in 1658, 
a cushion-dance at a wedding is thus mentioned : 
" At last, when the masque was ended, and time 
had brought in the supper, the cushion led the 
dance out of the parlour into the hall.'* 

In Scott's " Mock Marriage," in 1696, one of 
the characters exclaims: "What! a couple of 
weddings, and not a dance ?" The old ballad of 
the '' Winchester Wedding " says : 



« 



And now they had din'd, advancing 

Into the midst of the hall, 
The fiddlers struck up for dancing. 

And Jeremy led up the brawl. 
Sucky, that danc'd with the cushion, &c." 
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over his or her head, endeavouring to make it 
fall upon the head of the bride or bridegroom. 
If the bridegroom's stocking, thrown by the girls, 
fell upon his head, it was a sign that the thrower 
would soon be married ; and a similar prognostic 
resulted from the falling of the bride's stocking, 
thrown by the young men. In the " Fifteen 
Comforts of Marriage," we read that " One of the 
young ladies, instead of throwing the stocking at 
the bride, flings it full in the basin (containing 
the posset), and then it's time to take the posset 
away ; which done, they last kiss round, and so 
depart." 

The " Pleasures of Matrimony," a chap-book of 
the last century, says : " The night begun, the 
bride is stolen away from the company, and put 
to bed ; and after her the bridegroom. Up 
comes the sack-posset; nor can the bride and 
bridegroom get rid of this unnecessary ceremony, 
until some good, compassionate lady, threw on 
purpose the stocking into the posset, when she 
pretended to throw it at the bride. This caused 
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the sack posset to be taken away, which being 
done, it only remained now to kiss the women 
round, and so depart. The next morning, the 
drums and trumpets begin to sound; in a mo- 
ment the street is full of benedictions to the 
bride and bridegroom." 

The author of " Hymen," in 1760, says : " The 
men take the bride's stockings, and the women 
those of the bridegroom ; they then seat them- 
selves at the bed s feet, and throw the stockings 
over their heads, and whenever any one hits the 
owner of them, it is looked upon as an omen that 
the person will be married in a short time .... 
Meantime the posset is got ready and given to 
the married couple. When they awake in the 
morning, a sack -posset is also given them." 
Eowe, in his *' Happy Village," in 1796, says : 

" The wedding-cake now through the ring was led, 
The stocking thrown across the nuptial bed." 

George III. and his queen are said to have 
been the first royal pair married in England in 
modern times without the joyful uproar of posset 
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drinking and stocking throwing on the wedding 
night. In the West Eiding of Yorkshire, within 
the last ten years, the ceremony of stocking- 
throwing has been practised. After the couple 
had retired, or, as the common saying was, " got 
bedded," the guests entered the room, and, stand- 
ing with their backs to the foot of the bed, each 
threw a stocking over the left shoulder at the 
bride, who, during the ceremony, was obliged to 
sit up. The first who could hit her was adjudged 
to be the next to get married. 

The sack posset, which was always tasted first 
by the bride and bridegroom, was sometimes 
called the benediction posset. Herrick, in his 
" Hesperides," says : 

" If needs we miist for ceremonies sake, 
Blesse a sacke posset ; luck go with it, take 
The night-chann quickly." 

And also : 

" What short sweet prayers shall be said, 
And how the posset shaU be made." 

Smollett in his " Humplirey Clinker," in 1771, 
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says, "He and his consort sat in state, like Saturn 
and Cybele, while the benediction posset was 
drunk." In the song of " Arthur O'Bradley " is 
the following passage : 

" And then they did foot it and toss it. 
Till the cook had brought up the posset ; 
The bride-pye was brought forth, 
A thing of mickle worth, 
Ajid so all, at the bed side. 
Took leave of Arthur and his bride." 

In the "Collier's Wedding" we read : 

" Now some prepare t' undress the bride, 
While others tame the posset's pride." 

Misson says that "they never fail to bring 
them another sack-posset next morning." 

At the marriage of Sir Philip Herbert in 1604, 
as before mentioned, the bride was sewn up in 
one of the sheets. This was an old custom, and 
is referred to by Herrick, in his " Hesperides," as 
follows : 



But since it must be done, dispatch and sowe 
Up in a sheet your bride." 



It was formerly also the custom to indulge in 
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the practical joke of hanging a bell under the bed 
of a newly-married couple. 

The bride-cake used at weddings is said to have 
been derived from the Roman custom of mar- 
riage by confarreatio (vide yo\. i. p. 60), at which 
a cake of wheat or barley was used. This custom 
may be traced in an old ceremony mentioned by 
Moffet, in his "Health's Improvement/' thus: 
** The English, when the bride comes from church, 
are wont to cast wheat upon her head ; and when 
the bride and bridegroom return home, one pre- 
sents them with a pot of butter, as presaging 
plenty, and abundance of all good things." Her- 
rick, in his " Hesperides," says to a bride : 

" While some repeat 
Tour praise, and bless you, sprinkling you with wheat." 

At the present time rice is thrown at or over 
the bride in some parts of England. In York- 
shire, and elsewhere in the north of England, the 
bride-cake is cut into little square pieces, thrown 
over the heads of the couple, and then put 
through the ring nine times. It is then laid 
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under pillows at night to cause young persons to 
dream of their lovers. The cake is sometimes 
broken over the bride's head, and then thrown 
among the crowd, who scramble for it. In the 
East Riding of Yorkshire, on a bride alighting 
from her carriage at her father's door, a plate 
covered with morsels of bride-cake is flung from 
a window upon the heads of the crowds con- 
gregated in the street below ; and the divination 
consists in observing the fate which attends its 
downfall. If it reach the ground in safety with- 
out being broken, the omen is a most unfavour- 
able one ; but if, on the other hand, the plate be 
shattered to pieces — and the more the better — 
the auspices are looked upon as most happy. At 
Allendale, in Northumberland, in 1855, previ- 
ously to a bride entering the house after her 
marriage, a veil was thrown over her head, and 
a quantity of cake was cast upon her. 

Aubrey says in one of his manuscripts : " When 
I was a little boy (before the civil wars) I have 
seen, according to the custome then, the bride 

VOL. II. Q 



226 THE WEDDING DAY* 

and bridegroome kisse over the bride-cakes at 
table. It was about the latter end of dinner, 
the cakes were lay'd one upon another, like 
picture of the shew-bread in the old Bibles, 
bridegroome waited at dinner/' We read in 
"Progress of Matrimony," in 1733, as follows 

" But, madam, as a present take 
This little paper of bride-cake ; 
l^ \ Fast any Friday in the year, 

When Yenus mounts the starry sphere. 
Thrust this at night in piUowbeer ; (bier, a case) 
\\ In morning slumber you wiU seem 

f* T* enjoy your lover in a dream." 






[t;] In "Humphrey Clinker," in 1771, we n 

"A cake being broken over the head of \ 

|i Tabitha Lismahago, the fragments were di 

buted among the bystanders, according to 

I custom of the ancient Britons, on the supposi 

f . that every person who ate of this hallowed ( 

should that night have a vision of the maB 

! \ woman whom heaven designed should be hi 

her wedded mate." The " Spectator " sa 
" The writer, resolved to try his fortune, fas 



'I 
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all day, and, that he might be sure of dreaming 
upon something at night, procured a handsome 
slice of bride-cake, which he placed very conve- 
niently under his pillow." 

Macaulay, in his " History of Claybrook," in 
1791, says: "A custom formerly prevailed in 
this parish and neighbourhood, of riding for the 
bride-cake, which took place when the bride was 
brought home to her new habitation. A pole 
was erected in front of the house, three or four 
yards high, with the cake stuck upon the top of 
it. On the instant that the bride set out from 
her old habitation, a company of young men 
started off on horeeback ; and he who was for- 
tunate enough to reach the pole first, and knock 
the cake down with his stick, had the honour of 
receiving it from the hands of a damsel on the 
point of a wooden sword, and with this trophy he 
returned in triumph to meet the bride and her 
attendants, who, upon their arrival in the village, 
were met by a party, . whose ofiBce it was to 
adorn their horses' heads with garlands, and to 
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present the bride with a posy. The last cere- 
mony of this sort that took place in the parish of 
Claybrook was between sixty and seventy years 
ago, and was witnessed by a person now living 
in the parish. Sometimes the bride-cake was 
tried for by persons on foot, and then it was 
called throwing the quintal, which was performed 
with heavy bars of iron." 

The game of foot-ball was anciently much 
practised at weddings, and the people levied a 
mail upon the bridegroom to enable them to 
indulge in the sport. In London this tax became 
such a nuisance, that by a proclamation of the 
tenth year of Henry lY., in 1409, affecting the 
city and its suburbs, it was interdicted. Thus, 
"No person shall levy money, or cause it to 
be levied, for the games called fote balle and 
cokthresshyng, because of marriages that have 
recently taken place in the said city, or the 
suburbs thereof; on pain of imprisonment, and 
of making fine at the discretion of the mayor and 
nldermen." In the north of England, among the 
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colliers and labouring people, it was usual for 
men to demand money of the bridegroom, upon 
his coming out of church, for a foot-ball, and he 
was compelled to submit to the demand. In 
some places in England a foot-ball was placed 
before the bride on her leaving the church, and 
her husband ordered her to kick it, as a token of 
her immediate obedience to him. 

The custom of masters presenting their servants 
with their wedding clothes, or making a " Purse " 
for, or contribution to, them upon their marriage, 
was very common from the fourteenth to the 
seventeenth century inclusive. The compotus of 
many great families makes mention of the dona- 
tions thus given to dependants, and also shows 
that circulars were sent to tenants inviting them 
also to make contributions. This invitation was 
probably in the nature of a command, for we find 
that Lord Berkeley gave as a portion with his 
sister, Lady Isabel, upon her marriage, in the 
second year of Edward IIL, 1328, 1000/., towards 
raising which sum he levied aid of his freeholders. 
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This easy way of obtaining money to give away 
certainly warranted that her wedding apparel 
should be, as it in fact was, a gown of brown- 
scarlet cloth, with the cape furred, and lined with 
the best miniver ; that her saddle with the furni- 
ture should cost 51. ; and that Lord and Lady 
Berkeley should wear similar dresses to that of 
the bride. Thomas, another Lord Berkeley, re- 
warded both husband and wife with an estate for 
lives, where the husband had been his servant ; 
but he always restrained, by a proviso in the 
deed of gift, the second marriage of the wife with- 
out his consent, if she survived her husband. 

The wardrobe accounts of Edward lY., under 
date 1480, contain the following item : " To 
George Grey, son and heyre of th' Erie of 
Kent, to have of the yift of oure saide Soueraign 
Lorde the Kynge ayenst the mariage of the same 
George, a gowne of blue velvet lyned with blac 
satyn, a gowne of crymysy velvet lyned with 
blac satyn, by vertue of a warrant undre the 
Kinges signe manualle and signet bering date the 
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xxvj ^day of Juyn in the xx** yere of the moost 
noble reigne of oure Soueraign Lorde King 
Edward the iiij***% — Velvet of divers colours 
xxvij yerdes, satyn blac xxvjj yerdes." 

The privy purse expenses of Elizabeth of 
York, Queen of Henry VII., under date 1502, 
contain the following items : " Item the last day 
of Marche to William Pastone page of the Queues 
beddes in rewarde towardes the bying of his 
wedding clothing xk." "Itm the xxj" day of 
Septembre to Lyonard Twycrosse servaunt to 
John Gyrce appoticary towardes his wedding 
gowne xvJ5." 

The privy purse expenses of Henry VIII. con- 
tain the following entries : 1530, January, — " Itm 
the xiij daye paied to Bowlande one of the stable 
in rewarde toward his mariage xl5." February 
12th. — "Itm the same daye paied to one of the 
stable by lyke comaunde* towardes his mariage 
xl5." February 28th. — " Itm the laste daye 
paied to Borne one of the hont towards his 
mariage iiiJ5. iiijd" 1531, May 1st. — "Itm the 
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same daye paied to Joba West one of 
garde toward his mariage by the king comand 
iij" vj' viij*." May 15.—" Itm the same di 
paied to John Evans in Reward towai'd 
maryage iy" Tj' viij''." June 7th. — " Itm 
same daye paied to flfewater of the closet tow 
hys manage xls." Jnne 29th. — " Itm the sa 
daye paied to Thomaa a wodde toward 
maryage xh." 1532, April 16th. — "Itm 
same daye paied to umfrey Raynesford 
Rewarde towards his manage by the ki 
comandement xb." April. — " Itm the xix" di 
paied to peter Taberet in Rewarde towarde 
mariage by the king comaunde'. iij" vj' vii 
June. — " Itm the iij'^ daye paied to John holai 
of the garde by the Kinge coraaundem' toward 
mariage v"." September 12th. — "Itm the sai 
daye paied to Thomas scassebrig one of I 
pytcher house in rewarde towarde his marya 
iij" vj' viijV* November 30th. — "Itm t 
same day paied to Maist nevell sonne toward I 
mariage by the kinge comaundemet x"." 
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A private household expenses account for 
1572, referring to the wedding of a servant, con- 
tains an item of 65., ** to a purse made for him at 
his marriage." 

Pepys, in his " Diary," under date 15 th of 
November, 1660, records: "To Sir W. Battens 
to dinner, he having a couple of servants married 
to-day ; and so there was a great number of mer- 
chants, and others of good quality, on purpose 
after dinner to make an offering, which, when 
dinner was done, we did, and I did give ten 
shillings and no more, though I believe most of 
the rest did give more, and did believe that I did 
so too." 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

The Banns — Fleet Maxriages — Marriage by Liicence — ^Mar. 
liage during the Commonwealth — Marriage proclaimed bj 
the Bellman — ^Marriage Tax-^Second Marriages — Persecu- 
tions of Persons Twice Married — ^Butchers' Serenade — ^In- 
stances of frequent Marriages — Marriage Toll — ^Brides' Seat 
— Parish Clerks' Responses — Wedding Psalm — ^Wedding 
Pies — Marriage Settlements — Wife Selling and Ijeasing— 
Marriage of the Deaf and Dumb — Superstitions relating to 
Marriage — Hen Drinking — Shoe Throwing — The Petting 
Stone — Marriage Stone — ^Bell Custom — Wedding Cards. 

The institution of the publication of marriage by 
banns is mentioned by us at p. 108. A statute of 
the twenty-sixth year of George II. enacted that 
the banns should be regularly published three 
successive Sundays in the church of the parish 
where the parties were for the time residing. 
This act seems to have originated out of the 
evils of the Fleet marriages, which were un- 
licensed and informal unions. These infamous 
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marriages appear to have been founded by the 
incumbents of Trinity, Minories, and St. James's, 
Duke's Place, who claimed to be exempt from 
the jurisdiction of the Bishop of London, and 
therefore performed marriages without banns or 
licence, until Elliott, the rector of St. James's, was 
suspended in 1616, when the trade was carried on 
by the clerical prisoners living within the Rules 
of the Fleet. These disreputable men solicited 
passers-by for patronage, and celebrated the rites 
of marriage in alehouses and garrets. The legis- 
lature appear to have been very slow to check 
this evil, and the above-mentioned act was passed 
against much opposition. The earliest Fleet 
register is dated 1613, and the last in 1754, when 
the system was abolished. May Fair and the 
Savoy in London, and the Canongate in Edin- 
burgh, were rivals to the Fleet in respect of 
clandestine marriages. In 1750-4 one Keith regu- 
larly advertised in the newspapers that at his 
chapel in May Fair, " marriages (together with a 
licence on a five-shilling stamp and certificate) 
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are carried on for a guinea as usual, any time ti 
four in the afternoon." 

Gregory the Great is reputed to have been the 
first pontiff who granted dispensations for mar- 
riages. Marriages by licence were obliged to be 
celebrated in a church, probably on consideration 
that, as the licensed persons had avoided the 
publicity of banns, they ought to be married 
openly. Archbishop Seeker, the primate between 
1758 and 1768, originated the arrangement of 
special licences, which dispensed with both time 
and place. 

During CromweU's protectorate, the Little Par- 
liament of 1653 declared that marriage was to be 
merely a civil contract ; forbade the use of the 
Book of Common Prayer, and interdicted the 
clergy from performing any of the oflBces of the 
church under severe penalties. Provision was 
made for the future registration of marriages, and 
in all cases the names of parties intending to be 
married were directed to be given to the registrar 
of the parish, whose duty it was to proclaim them 
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either in church after morning service on three 
successive Sundays, or in the market-place on 
three successive market days, according to the 
wish of the parties. They also professed in the 
presence of a justice of the peace their mutual 
desire to be married. Usually the proclamation 
was made in the market-place by the bellman. 
As an example of the operation of this new mar- 
riage law, we may mention that the parish registers 
of Boston, in Lincolnshire, show that during the 
years 1656, 1657, and 1658 respectively the 
numbers of marriages proclaimed in the market- 
place were 102, 104, and 108, and of those an- 
nounced in the church, 48, 31, and 52. The act 
continued in operation until 1658, when persons 
were allowed to adopt the accustomed rites of 
religion if they preferred them. 

In 1695 (6 & 7 Will. UI. cap. 6) was passed 
" an act for granting to his Majesty certain rates 
and duties upon marriages, births, and burials, 
and upon bachelors and widows, for the term of 
five years, for carrying on the war against France 
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with vigour." In 1784 a similar charge was im- 
posed on persons who entered the nuptial state. 
Evelyn, writing in the former year, says : " No 
sermon at church, but after prayers the names 
of all the parishioners were read, in order to 
gathering the tax of 45. for marriages, burials, &c. 
A very imprudent tax." 

By the early Christian church second marriages 
were much discouraged, and they were considered 

m 

to be disgraceful. The nuptial benediction and 
crown were not bestowed upon those who con- 
tracted more than one marriage. In a very 
ancient collection of various cases of penance, 
persons who entered upon a second or third mar- 
riage were enjoined to fast for thirty-three weeks. 
Such persons were often subjected to libels, songs, 
and insults, made in the night, and hence called 
Noctivalia. 

In France it was the practice to molest a woman 
who married a second or third husband with a 
morning serenade of pots and kettles, called a 
charivari. Although the church protested against 
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more than one marriage, it tried in vain to defend 
widows and widowers who chose to enter the 
matrimonial state a second time. Thus, a synodal 
order of the Archbishop of Lyons, in 1577, ex- 
communicated the persons who were guilty of 
" marching in masks, throwing poisons, horrible 
and dangerous liquids before the door, sounding 
tambourines, doing all kinds of dirty things they 
can think of, until they have drawn from the 
husband large sums of money by force." 

In ancient times in England great families 
married among themselves, and a plebeian was 
persecuted by the nobles if he married a lady of 
high position. The people, moreover, always 
manifested a strong aversion to ill-assorted mar- 
riages ; and in such cases the couple were accom- 
panied to the church by men and boys sounding 
bells, saucepans, and frying-pans; or this noisy 
concert would be reserved for the night, before 
the house of the married pair. Among ourselves 
in later years it was common for drummers and 
trumpeters to go before daybreak and serenade 
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nearly all newly-married couples, and these self- 
appointed musicians were to be silenced only with 
a bribe. 

In the last century the butchers of London 
serenaded, with marrow bones and cleavers, all the 
newly-married couples they knew of. Frequently 
the cleavers were ground down to a certain note, 
and, being well played, a tune could be produced. 
The men were often clean and decently dressed, 
and adorned with wedding favours of white paper. 
They expected and insisted upon a fee in return 
for their music. Hogarth introduces a set of these 
butchers in his " Marriage of the Industrious Ap- 
prentice." At the present time " rough music " 
is a common adjunct to a wedding in low life. 
Probably these customs originated in the usage 
of the classical ancients of having musicians to 
play in the streets at their weddings, and in the 
singing of the Egersis by the Greeks. However 
. that may be, it is certain that in modem days the 
rude serenading is a mere artful device to compel 
married couples to give money for its forbearance. 
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The fulminations of the church, and the vulgar 
protests of the people agaiust second marriages, 
certainly have failed to suppress the practice; 
and there are many recorded instances of repeated 
entrances into connubial bondage. St. Jerome 
mentions a widow who married her twenty-second 
husband, who, in his turn, had been married to 
twenty wives successively. Captain Nicholas 
Toke, who possessed the estate of Godington, . 
Chart Magna, in Kent, from 1663 to 1680, buried 
five wives, and at the age of ninety-three years 
walked from Chart to London to court a sixth. 
He might well have said : 



Old as I am, for ladies' love unfit, 
The power of beauty I remember yet.' 



Evelyn, in his "Diary," under date 1641, says 
that at Haerlem " they showed us a cottage where, 
they told us, dwelt a woman who had been married 
to her twenty-fifth husband, and, being now a 
widow, was prohibited to marry in future ; yet it 
could not be proved that she had ever made away 
with any of her husbands, though the suspicion 
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had brought her divers times to trouble." In 
1792 a man married in England his eighth wife. 
Other instances might be cited of fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, and sixteenth marriages. Thomas 
Bastard, a clergyman and poet of the sixteenth 
century, was thrice married, as he said for the fol- 
lowing reasons : — First, in youth, for love ; again, 
in mature age, for money ; and lastly, in old age, 
for a nurse. Bulstrode Whitelocke, who was the 
English ambassador at the court of Sweden at 
the time of the Commonwealth, was thrice married. 
This portion of his domestic history was once 
touched upon by Queen Christina in the following 
way, as reported by himself: — Queen. "How 
many wives have you had ?" Whitelocke. " I 
have had three wives." Queen. "Have you 
had children by all of them ?" Whitelocke. " Yes, 
by every one of them." Queen. " Par Dieu ! 
vous Stes incorrigible /" 

In the reign of Edward II. it was ordered that 
marriages taking place in the forest of Skipton, in 
Yorkshire, should be subject to a toU. Thus, 
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" every bride coming that way should either give 
her left shoe or 3s. Ad. to the forester of Crookryse, 
by way of custom or gaytcloys." 

In the registers of Haworth Church, in York- 
shire, under date 1733, occurs an entry of 
" marriages at Bradford, and by clog and shoe in 
Lancashire, but paid the minister of Haworth ;" 
to which are subjoined certain fees. The mean- 
ing is not clear. At Burnley, Lancashire, an 
ancient custom prevails by which all persons who 
are married at St. Peter's Church are fined by the 
boys at the grammar school. The money thus 
obtained is suflBcient to maintain the school 
library. 

The parish books of Chester-le-Street, Durham, 
contain the following entry: — "1612, 27 May. 
The churchwardens meeting together for seekeing 
for workmen to mak a fitt seete in a convennent 
place for brydgrumes, bryds, and sike wyves to 
sit in, ii5." A document relating to Warrington 
Church, dated 1628, in mentioning an allotment 
of sittings, refers to " the bryd's form." 
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It seems that in the middle of the seventeenth 
century the parishioners of Framplon, near 
Boston, in Lincolnshire, were very strict in their 
objections to the admission of strangers into' the 
parish, and they also took arbitrary measures to 
prevent marriages between persons in a humble 
station of life. Thus, the register shows that on 
the 1st of January, 1653, a marriage was objected 
to because the husband was a stranger and a poor 
man ; he was therefore required to get some one 
to be bound for him, so that the parish might not 
be put to any charge for him, his wife, or his 
children. 

Celibacy was punished at Hilton, in Dorset, in 
the last century. Thus, the registers of that 
parish in 1739, show the following mandate: 
" Ordered, that all young unmarried persons 
above seventeen years of age do forthwith go to 
service, or be proceeded against according to 
law." 

At Barnbydum, and also at Kirk Bramwith, in 

^rkshire, within the memory of persons now 
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living, it was usual for the parish clerk, imrae- 
diately after the publication of banns, to respond 
" God speed 'em well." A late vicar abolished 
this custom, as it frequently excited unseemly 
mirth among the younger portion of the congrega- 
tion. A similar custom obtained many years ago 
at Hope Church, in Derbyshire, where the clerk 
called out while the pair stood at the altar, " God 
speed the couple well ;" and in 1854, similar 
words were said at the publication of the banns, 
as also at the marriage itself. At Wellow, in Not- 
tinghamshire, it has been the custom from time im- 
memorial when the banns are published for some 
person selected by the clerk to rise and say, 
"God speed them well," the clerk and congre- 
gation responding, " Amen." At "Whalley, in 
Lancashire, the clerk at the marriage ceremony 
cries out similar words. 

In the sixteenth century a wedding sermon 
was preached at the marriage of almost every 
person of consequence. In the " Monthly Maga- 
zine " for 1798, we read that it was customary in 
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country churches, when a couple had been newly 
married, for the singers to chant on the following 
Sunday a particular psalm, called the Wedding 
Psalm. 

In a list of wedding clothes presented by a 
husband to his wife in 1550, in England, we find 
articles of taffeta, chamlet, satin, velvet, and 
damask, the total cost of which was 13/. lis. 4d. 

Pepys, in his "Diary," tells us of a curious 
custom in use at the anniversaries of wedding 
days. Under date 6th January, 1661, he says: 
" To dinner to Sir W. Pens, it being a solemn 
feast day with him, his wedding day, and we had, 
besides a good chine of beef and other good cheer, 
eighteen mince pies in a dish, the number of years 
that he hath been married." And under date 
3rd February, 1661, Pepys says: "I dined with 
Sir W. Batten with many friends more, it being 
his wedding day, and among other froliques, it 
being their 3rd year, they had three pyes." At 
the banquet which celebmted the wedding anni- 
versary of Mrs. Walker, wife to the Earl of 
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Warwick's chaplain, was a centre dish of com- 
memorative pies, rising to a goodly pile of thirty- 
nine, "all made by the hand which received a 
wedding ring so many years before." 

In the "Tatler" for 18th July, 1710, a mar- 
riage settlement is mentioned as an invention so 
modern as to be then in remembrance ; the one 
in question was said to have been extended for 
the first time to three skins of parchment. This, 
however, was a poor affair to the marriage settle- 
ment of a Lord Granby, which consisted of five 
hundred sheets of vellum, a bit of conveyancing 
that would make a modern lawyer's eyes twinkle. 

There was anciently a fallacious notion pre- 
valent among the ignorant in England, that a man 
by setting up his wife to public auction, and 
parting with her for a price, dissolved the nuptial 
bond, and escaped fi^om all its obligations. Fre- 
quent instances of the sales of wives in open 
markets have occurred, and one happened so late 
as 1859. In 179 6, a man advertised that his wife 
was to be sold for five shillings. Another erroneous 
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belief was that the marital tie could be legally 
dissolved by a document in the nature of a lease 
of the wife. Thus, in feudal days. Sir John de 
Camoys regularly leased his wife to Sir William 
de Paynel ; but the lady was not a consenting 
party, and on her appealing to the law, tlie 
contract was declared to be null and void. 

In the registers of the parish of St. Martin, 
Leicester, is a record of the marriage of a deaf 
and dumb man, in the eighteenth year of the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth. We read that as he 
could not observe the order of marriage, he " for 
expressing of his mind instead of words, of his 
own accord used these signs : first, he em- 
braced her with his arms; took her by the 
hand, and put a ring on her finger ; and laid his 
hand upon his heart, and held up his hands 
towards heaven ; and to show his continuance to 
dwell with her to his life's end, he did it by 
closing his eyes with his hands, and digging the 
earth with his feet, and pulling as tho' he would 
ring a bell, with other signs approved." In 
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1860, a deaf and dumb couple were married at a 
church in North Devon, the ceremony being per- 
formed in the language of signs — dactylogy and 
pantomime. 

The following are some of the many various 
superstitions relating to marriage : — 

In the middle ages it was thought that the 
union would not be happy if the bridal party in 
going to church met a monk, priest, hare, dog, 
cat, lizard, or serpent ; while all would go well 
if a wolf, spider, or toad were encountered. 

The sneezing of a cat was anciently considered 
to be a lucky omen to a lady who was to be 
married the next day. 

It is unlucky if the initial letters of a wedded 
couple spell a word. 

In the east of England it is considered to be 
unlucky for a woman to marry a man whose sur- 
name begins with the same letter as her own, and 
the people have a saying that : 

" To change the name and not the letter, 
Is a change for the worst and not for the better." 
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In the south of England it is said to be un- 
lucky for a bride to look in the glass after she 
is completely dressed before she goes to the 
church; hence a glove or some other article is 
put on after the last look has been taken at the 
mirror. 

Grey horses at a wedding are lucky. 

Inthe north of England it is considered unlucky 
for a couple to be married while there is a grave 
open in the churchyard. It is also ominous of 
misfortune to be married in green. If there is an 
odd number of guests at a wedding one is sure to 
die within the succeeding twelve months. 

It was held to be unlucky if the bride did not 
weep on her wedding day. 

At a village in the West Riding of Yorkshire, 
a man going to be married, on meeting a male 
acquaintance, always begins to rub his elbow. 
When a newly-married couple first enter their 
house a person brings a hen, and makes it cackle, 
in order to produce good luck to the pair. 

In some parts of Yorkshire it is the custom to 
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pour a kettleful of hot water over the doorstep as 
soon as the bride and bridegroom have left the 
house after a wedding. This is called keeping 
the threshold warm for another bride, and it is 
said that before the water dries up another mar- 
riage will be agreed upon, or, as it has been said, 
*' flow on," and that there will be soon afterwards 
another wedding at that house. 

In the West Riding of Yorkshire, within the 
last ten years, a custom called the Hen Drinking 
was practised. On the evening of the wedding 
day the young men of the village called upon the 
bridegroom for a " hen," meaning money for re- 
freshments and a merry-making ; but should the 
gift be refused, the solicitors retaliated by playing 
some practical joke. Hen is thought to be a 
corruption of end, to distinguish this from former 
contributions levied as pitcher-money, which was 
given by a man as a fee to secure the liberty to 
visit his sweetheart without hindrance. 

At Hull it is considered to be unlucky to go 
in at one door and out of another when a person 
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gets married. Also, whoeyer goes to sleep first 
on the wedding night will die first. 

" Happy is the bride whom the sun shines on" 
is an old saying. Thus, Herri ck, in his "Hes- 
perides," says : 

" While that others do divine. 



Blest is the bride on whom the sun doth shine." 

Bad weather was most unpropitious. Chamber- 
lain, writing to Sir Dudley Carleton, in 1603, 
says : " Mr. Win wood was married on Tuesday, 
with much thunder and lightning and rain. The 
ominous weather and dismal day put together 
might have made a superstitious man startled, 
but he turned all to the best, and so may it 
prove." 

In Derbyshire, Wiltshire, and Oxfordshire, the 
bees always expect to be informed of a wedding, 
and to have their hives decorated with a favour. 

We have before referred to the old custom of 
shoe-throwing for luck at weddings. In some 
parts of Kent this ceremony is diflFerently con- 
ducted to the ordinary mode. Thus, after the 
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couple have started on their tour, the single ladies 
are drawn up in one row, and the bachelors in 
another. An old shoe is then thrown as far as 
possible, and the ladies run for it ; the successful 
one being supposed to be the first female who 
will get married. She then throws the shoe at 
the gentlemen, and the one who is hit by it is 
deemed to be the first male who will enter into 
wedlock. In Yorkshire the custom of pelting 
with old shoes at marriages was called thrashing. 
G-enerally it is considered that the older the shoe 
is the better it is. 

A correspondent of " Notes and Queries," in 
1868, says: "At a bridal at which I once as- 
sisted in Leicestershire, where the subsequent 
festivities lasted nearly a week, the lucky missile 
was an old hob-nailed boot, cast away by some 
tramp, and found in the road by one of the bride's 
brothers. It was said that the young lady who 
could retrieve it would be married next, and the 
brother threw it clear over the carriage into a 
large clump of rhododendrons on the lawn, and 
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into this the bridemaids plunged, in all their 
bridal gear, and then one emerged, holding the 
trophy in triumph above her head. The boot 
was afterwards suspended by a white satin ribbon 
from a beam in the hall." 

A few paces to the east of the ruined church 
or abbey of Lindisfarne is the socket or foot-stone, 
in which was morticed a ponderous stone cross, 
erected by Ethelwold, and broken down by 
the Danes. This socket-stone is now called the 
Petting Stone, and whenever a marriage is 
solemnized in the neighbourhood, after the cere- 
mony the bride is obliged to step upon it ; and if 
she cannot stride to the end thereof, the marriage 
is deemed likely to prove unfortunate and fruit- 
less. It was very common at country weddings 
in Northumberland, after the ceremony, for a 
barrier to be erected at the churchyard-gate, 
consisting of a large paving-stone, which was 
placed on its edge and supported by two smaller 
stones. On either side stood a villager, who 
made the couple and every one else jump over it. 
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The bride especially was forced to make this 
jump after her husband, as a sign that she must 
follow him. This also was called the Petting 
Stone. 

In Lantwit Major Church was a stone called 
the Marriage Stone, with many knots and 
flourishes and the head of a person upon it, and 
this inscription : " Ne Petra calcehir que sutjacet 
ista tueturJ' Brides usually stood upon this stone 
at their marriages. 

At Jarrow Church, in Northumberland, is the 
chair of the Venerable Bede, in which all brides 
seat themselves as soon as their marriage cere- 
mony is over, in order that they may thus be 
made the joyful mothers of many children. 

A correspondent of "Notes and Queries," in 
1857, says that he had then recently been at a 
Worcestershire village at the celebration of a 
marriage. The church had a very pretty peal of 
bells, and late in the evening, after the last peal 
had been rung, the ringers, according to their 
usual custom, foretolled upon the great bell the 
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number of children with which the marriage was 
to be blessed. On this particular occasion the 
clapper was made to smite the bell nine times. 

It has long been the fashion for newly-married 
couples to send wedding-cards to their friends 
after the ceremony, the bridegroom's name being 
on one, and the bride's on the other. Frequently 
these cards were tastefully joined together by 
silver wires. Of late years this custom, like that 
of the use of postchaises and postillions at wed- 
dings, has much declined, and we now often see 
at the end of marriage announcements in the 
newspapers the words " No cards." This, how- 
ever, has been outdone by the following addition 
to a wedding advertisement in the " Quebec 
Morning Chronicle," of the 7th of November, 
1868 : " No cards ! No cake ! No wine !" 

The wedding announcements of the last cen- 
tury informed the public of the amounts of the 
brides' fortunes. Thus, a long list now before us 
contains many such items as the following: 
"James Tomkinson, Esq., merchant, to Miss 
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Stretton, of Battersea, with 14,000/. ;" " Charles 
Palmer, Esq., to Miss Thompson, a fortune of 
8000/. and 250/. per ann." Either heiresses 
were more plentiful in the eighteenth century 
than they are now, or society then liked to be 
amused with pleasant fictions when reading its 
" Marriages " columns. 
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Cattaro, ii. 45 

Caubul, i. 96, 97 

Caucasus, i. 210, 215 

Cecrops, i. 30 

Celebes, marriages at, i. 152 

Celibacy punished, i. 31 ; ii. 244 

Qeylon, marriages at, i. 144, 145 

Chaining at weddings, i. 152; ii. 44, 
80, 97, 99 

Chaldean marriages, i. b9 

Changing wives, ii. 54 

Chaucer, ii. 17, 141, 169 

Cheese at weddhigs, ii. 67, 86 

Chemise, marriages in, i. 187, 188 

Cherookees, i. 182 

Chinese marriages, i. 105— rll7, 146 

Choctaws, i. 182 

Christians, early, marriages of, ii. 
105-108, 118, 130, 131, }42, 160, 
166, 168, 180, 209. 212 

Chukchi, i. 237 

Church, walking round, ii. 65, 79 

Circassia marriages in, i. 97, 100, 
210 

Ckaratseliai, i. 215 

Cloth symbol, i. 164 

Cochin China, i. 150 

Coemptio, marriage by, i. 51, 52 

Coffers, marriage, ii. 42 

Coin-breaking at weddings, i. 149 ; 
ii. 122 

Columbia, i 185 

Compulsory marriages, i. 117 

Confarreatio, marriage by, i. 51, 52, 
60, 61 ; ii. 224 



Congo marriages, i. 169 

Copt marriages, i. 75 — 77 

Corn-laiters, ii. 88 

symbol, i. 12, 19, 38, 43, 61, 

203, 219; ii. 44, 46, 49, 169, 171, 

184, 199, 224 
Cows at marriages, i. 143 
Creeks, i. 182 

Creeling the bridegroom, ii. 63 
Crete, i. 40, 41 

Crockery thrown at weddings, ii. 10 
Cromlechs, marriages at, ii. 109 
Crooked money at betrothal, ii. 124 
Crowns, wedding, i. 10, 38, 43, 47, 

49, 50, 59, 60, 74, 99, 104, 142, 

170, 202, 204, 219, 226, 228, 236^ 

238 ; ii. 5, 11. 12, 19,47, 107, 112, 

156, 167—172, 184, 238 
Crows and marriage, i. 186 
Crying at weddings, ii. 5, 250 
Cuba, i. 178 
Cullack, i. 137 
Cumana, i. 216 
Cumberland, ii 86, 88, 103 
Curtain, drawing the bridal-bed, 

ii2l7 

Dalmatia, marriages in, ii. 45 — 48 
Dancing at marriages, i. 12, 18, 19, 

22, 37, 39, 43, 46, 47, 71, 72, 80, 

89, 92, 136, 137, 140, 141, 147, 

163—167, 185, 204, 223, 227, 237 ; 

ii. 20, 33, 34, 69,70,71, 78, 209— 

212 
Danish marriages, i. 183 ; ii. 73 
Danube, i. 221 
Days for marriage, i. 5, 35, 57, 80, 

83, 110, 119, 148, 201, 227, 229; 

ii. 8, 58, 66, 69, 76. 84, 160—164 
Dead, marriage to the, i. 88, 214 
Deaf and dumb, marriage of, ii. 248, 

249 
Deasuil, ii. 65 
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Deccan, i. 137 

Deega marriages, L 145 

Denmark, marriages in, i. 223, 226 ; 

iu 185, 186 
Diamond wedding ring, ii. 41 
Dinner superstition, ii. 14 
Distaff symbol, i. 62, 121 
Divination at marriages, i. 66, 184, 

146, 174, 235 ; ii. 50, 225 
Divorce, i. 14, 42, 53 
Dogs, omens of, iL 65, 249 
Door, chnrch, marriages at. Vide 

Porch 
Door onstom, i. 219 ; iL 13 
Dorians, i. 41 
Dower declared at church porch, 

ii. 16, 17 
Dow purse, ii. 175 
Dress, wedding, ii. 113, 246 
Drinking at weddings, i. 18, 20, 21, 

44, 49, 99, 204, 232, 237, 241; 

ii. 12, 13, 51, 52, 66. 70, 123, 

181—183 
Druids, ii. 34, 50 
Dyaks of Borneo, marriages of, i. 240 

Earthen vessels given at betrothal, 

ii.41 
East Indies, i. 142, 143, 152, 153 
Edinburgh, ii. 75, 235 
Egg symbol, i. 21, 22, 153, 156 
Egyptian marriages, i. 73, 75, 77 
Eimauk lend wives, 1. 97 
Elba, marriages at, iL 43 
Elephants at marriages, L 140 
Enchantments, charms to avert, i. 63 
Epithalamia, L 39, 64; iL 212 
Esquimaux, marriages of, i. 239 
Ethiopia, marriages in, i. 174 
Etruscan marriages, i. 66 ; ii. 15 
Evelyn, L 22 ; iL 238, 241 

Fair, marriage, i. 209 ; iL 73 



Fasting at marriages, ii. 238 
Fattening for marriage, i. 169 
Favours, bride, ii. 22, 66, 128, 186- 

189 
Feet-washing at marriages, L 134, 

141, 156, 157, 219 
Fejee Islands, marriages in, i. 191 
Fescennina, L 64 
Festerol, L 228 
Fez, marriages at, i. 78 
Fines, wedding, iL 69 
Finger, ring, ii. 132 
Finland, marriassres in, i. 231,233 
Fire symbol, L 63, 69, 70, 120, 128- 

134, 136, 142, 157, 176, 219, 238 
Firewood symbol, i. 181 
Fish symbol, i. 78, 235 
Fleet marriages, d. 234, 235 
Florida, i. 178 
Flouncing, iL 34 
Flowers thrown at weddings, ii. 13, 

90, 198—200 ; worn at betrothal, 

iL 126. Vide Crowns 
Footballs at weddings, 228, 229 
Foot, happy, ii. 61 

Forehead, money put on bride- 
grooms, L 72, 80 
Fortune-tellers and marriage, i. 107, 

202 
Fiance, marriages in, ii. 7, 14—28, 

38. 48, 65, 108, 137, 156, 173, 188, 

213, 238 
Franconia, ii. 9 
Friesland marriages, ii. 14 

Gallows, marriages under, ii. 25, 26 

Ganjam, i. 137 

Gkurlands, wedding, ii. 95. Vide 

Flowers 
Garters, the bride's, ii. 22, 23, 101, 

126, 128, 189—193 
Gauls, ii. 5, 18 
Gemmal rings, iL 125, 137—144, 155 
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Genoa, marriages at, ii. 42 
Georgia, marriages at, i. 97 
Germans, marriages of, ii. 1 — ^9, 20, 

173 
Gipsies, marriages of, ii. 49 
Girdles, wedding, i. 10, 19, 59, 76, 

102, 103, 226, 229 ; iL 74, 186 
Gloves at weddings, ii. 34, 91, 103, 

128, 183, 185, 188—190, 204 
Goa, marriages at, i. 135 
Golden wedding, ii. 7, 8 
Gothland, i. 223 
Goths, i. 79 
Greeks, ancient, marriages of, i. 30 

—42 ; ii. 3, 15, 105, 129, 168, 173, 

240 
, modem, marriages of, i. 42 

—50, 100, 236 ; ii. 180 
Gretna marriages, ii. 66 
Grooali marriages, i. 151 
Guernsey, marriages in, ii. 34 
Guiana, marriages at, L 180 
Guichola Indians, i. 182 
Guinea, marriages at, 1. 173 

Hair-outting at marriages, i. 170, 

177, 209, 219 

locks of, ii. 54, 125 

loosing at marriages, ii 168 

money worn on the, i. 44, 45 

Handfasting, i. 183 ; ii. 72—74 

Handkerchiefs at marriages, i. 221 ; 

ii. 48, 126, 127 
Handkerciiief symbol, i. 96 

Hands, drinking out of, a form of 

marriage, i. 81 

joining, ii. 118, 119 

Hawk omen, i. 65 

Head-hunters' marriages, i. 153 

Helen 8 Hunt, ii. 93 

Hempseed symbol, i. 204 

Hen drinking, ii. 251 

symbol, i. 21, 206 ; ii. 250 



Henna used at weddings, i. 74, 79, 

91,92 
Henry VUI., wedding ring of, ii. 146 
Herbs thrown at weddings, ii. 198 — 

200 
Highlanders, marriages of^ ii. 65— 

68,70 
Hindii marriages, i. 120—134, 145, 

147 
Hiring wedding rings, ii. 55 

wives, i. 90 

Holland, marriages in, ii. 7, 12 — 14 

Honey at marriages, i. 219 

Hop symbol, i. 203, 204 

Horses, grey, ii. 250 

Horsing, ii. 53 

Hottentot marriages, i. 161, 166 

Hours for marriages, i. 133, 136 ; 

ii. 35, 165, 166 
Hungarian marriages, i. 221 
Hunting at marriages, i. 178, 220 ; 

ii.93 

Iceland, marriages in, i. 229, 230 
" I'm to be Married o* Sunday," ii. 171 
India, marriages in, i. 120—135, 139, 

145, 151 ; ii. 137 
Infent marriages, i. 119, 136, 139, 

142, 143, 145, 162, 179, 180, 214. 

221; ii. 23, 115— 117 
Ireland, marriages in, ii. 50—55, 66, 

137, 157 
Iron and divorce, i. 146 
Iroquois, i. 182 
Italy, marriages in, ii. 35—43, 48, 

105, 130, 131, 143 
Ivy symbol, L 36, 37 

Jamaica, i 157 

Japanese marriages, i. 118 — 121 
Java, marrijiges in, L 153—157 
Jews, marriages of, i. 2—29 ; ii. 15, 
105, 129, 168, 173 
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Justices of the Peace, marriages be- 
fore, L 189 ; ii. 13. 

Kail, winning the, ii. 61, 62, 94 
Kalmucks, marriages of, i. 210 — 212, 

214 
Kamtchatkadale marriages, L 284 — 

286 
Kamul, i. 151 
Karague, i. 168 
Keiaz marriages, i. 151 
Key, marriages with a, ii. 136 
Khondistan, marriages in, i. 137, 138 
Kicking the bride, i. 69 
Kirghiz, i. 210 
Kiss, nuptial, i. 38, 63; ii. 31, 91, 

119, 120, 142, 180, 181, 226 
Knife symbol, I 233 
Knives, wedding, ii. 194 — 196 
Knot-loosing at marriages, ii. 23, 47, 

65 

true-love, ii. 186, 187 

tying at marriages, i. 142, 143, 

148. 176, 177. 220 
Kocch marriages, i. 145 
Kooloo, i. 151 
Korea, i. 215 
Koryaks, i. 237 
Kunkan, marriages at. i. 136 

Laobs, bride, ii. 184, 193 
Lapland, marriages in, i. 237 — 239 
Laurels at marriages, ii 13 
Leaf symbul, i. 85 
Leather wedding ring, ii. 136 
Lending wives, i, 97, 146, 151, 167. 

237 
Lent, raariiages in, ii. 106, 161 — 163 
Leopards at marriages, i. 66 
Letting out wives, i. 151 ; ii. 248 
Libations of wine at marriages. L 98 
Liburnians, marriages of, ii. 48 
Licenses, marriage, ii. 236 



Lifter, bride, ii. 14 

Lights at marriages. Vide Torches 

Linseed symbol, i. 204 

Lithuania, L 220 ; ii. 10 

Livonia, i. 220 

Loango marriages, i. 167 

Looking-glass symbol, i. 92 ; ii 250 

Lot, marriage by, i. 189 

Lovers' wine, i. 238 

Lutherans, marriages of, ii 9 

Luther, Martin, wedding ring of, ii. 

145, 146 
Lycian marriages, i. 68 
Lydian marriages, i. 68 

Madras, i. 139 

Magellan's Straits, i. 183 

Malabar marriages, i. 139 — 141 

Malay marriages, i. 147 

Maldive Island, marriages in, i. 143 

Man, Isle of, marriages in, ii. 78, 79 

Mantchu Tartars, i. 216 

Mantuanos, i. 185 

Marca, ii. 72 

Market-place marriages, ii. 237 

Maroon marriages, i. 157 

Martawan, i. 151 

Maryland, L 186 

Mary, Virgin, wedding-ring of, i 28 

Massachusetts, i. 186 

Mass at marriages, L 172 ; ii. 35, 36, 

179 
Match-makers, professional, i. 33, 

42, 74, 91. 107, 119, 152 ; ii. 27, 

42 
May Fair marriages, ii. 136, 235 
marriages, i. 57 — 59; ii. 59, 

163, 164 
Medals, marriage, ii. 7, 18 
Medes, marriages of, i. 88 
Mexican marriages, i. 174 — 177 
Mezeynes, marriages of, i. 86, 87 
Milk-soup at marriages, ii. 33 
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Minorca, ii. 49 
Mkanga marriages, i. 168 
Mocha, marriages at, i. 152 
Moldavia, marriages in, i. 222 
Molucca Isle, marriages in, i. 81 
Money-breaking at betrothal, ii. 122 

—125 
given at weddings, 1. 19, 44, 

50, 134, 148, 149; ii. 7, 17, 18, 

34, 87. 47, 60. 101, 103, 173—177, 

213 
Mongols, i. 210, 213, 214 
Monogamy, 1. 3, 50 
Montenegrin custom, 1. 45 
Months for marriage, i. 35, 57, 133 ; 

ii. 59, 160—164 
Moon and marriage, i. 35; ii. 66, 

70,77 
Moors, marriages of, i. 77, 160, 161 ; 

ii48 
Moravians, marriages of, i. 189 
Morganatic marriages, ii. 8 
Morgengabe, ii. 4, 5, 113, 175 
Morlacchis, ii. 45 
Morocco, i. 77, 79 
Mothers-in-law, i. 66 
Mottoes on rings, i. 56, 57 ; ii. 138 

—152 
Mboming at marriages, i. 112, 200 
Ifpi^H^me marriages, i. 1G7 
ililiMlbora, ii. 109—112 
Munniepures, i. 1 51 
Muscovy, i. 220 
Music at weddings, ii. 206 — 209. 

Vide Dancing 
Mustaceum, i. 13, 60 

Nail-parings at marriages, ii. 24 

Nairs, marriages of, i. 141, 142 

Naked, marriage, i. 188 

Nasamones. i. 81 

Natches, i. 182 

Neilgherry marriages, i. 150, 151 

VOL. ir. 



Kestorian marriages, i. 69 

New Andalusia, marriages in, !• 180 

Zealand, marriages in, i. 191 

Night, marriages at, i. 222 ; ii. 21 
Nimroud marriages, i. 71 
Noctivalia, ii. 238 
Nogay Tartars, i. 210 
Normandy, ii 23 
Norse marriages, i. 226 
Norway, marriages in, i. 226 — 229 
Nuts at weddings, i. 43, 65 ; ii. 30, 
46, 49, 212 

Oaths, nuptial, i. 97, 171, 173 ; ii. 
112,119,121 

Obstructing the bride and bride- 
groom. Vide Chaining 

Oil used at marriages, i. 77 

Omens at weddings, i. 65, 108, 114, 
133, 206, 219, 224; ii. 44, 48, 59, 
60, 65, 67, 75, 249—255 

Orange blossom at weddings, ii. 197^ 
198 

Orissa, i. 137 

Orkneys, marriages in, i. 231; ii. 
76—78 

Ortous, i. 210, 213 

Ostiacs, i. 214 

Ottamaques, i. 182 

Painting brides, i. 167, 185 
Paranymphs, ii. 49 
Parthian marriages, i. 69 
Patagonian marriages, i. 184 
Pawning wives, i. 151, 240 
Pay-weddings, i. 225; ii. 6, 20 
Peacocks' feathers at weddings, it 

46 
Pegu, i. 145 

Penny bridals, i. 225 ; ii. 20, 68, 69 
Pensions to parents, ii. 27 
Pepys, Samuel, ii. 162, 189, 192, 216, 

233, 246 
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Persian marriages, i . 88 — 97 
Peru, marriages in, i. 177, 178 
Pestle symbol, i. 37 
Petropaulovski, i. 286 
Petting-stone, ii. 254, 255 
Pies, wedding, ii. 223, 246, 247 
Pin-money, ii. 113 
Pins at weddings, ii. 38, 214, 215 
Points, wedding, ii. 189, 191, 193, 

194 
Poles, marriages of, I 218 — 221 ; 

ii. 9, 10 
Polygamy, i. 3, 50 
Pomegranate symbol, i. 46 
Porch, church, marriages, i. 207; 

ii. 14—17 
Portland Island, ii. 74 
Portuguese, marriages of. i. 179 
Posies on rings. Vide IMottoes 
Posset at weddings, ii. 21, 215—223 
Praying for husbands, i. 135 
Pretents, wedding, i. 28, 24, 39, 47, 

65, 71, 72. 80, 83, 86, 92, 94, 102, 

110. 147, 149, 158, 160, 225, 228; 

u. 3, 4, 19, 71, 79, 83, 85, 87, 90, 

110 
Priests, marriages of, i. 229 ; ii. 107 
Promiscuity of wives, i. 40 
Prostitution and marriage portions, 

i. 68 
Proverbs, marriage, i. 70 ; ii. 164 
Proxy, marriage by, i. 90, 143. 198 ; 

ii. 10, 17, 24, 25 
Prussia, marriages in, i. 220 ; ii. 9, 

10 
Psalm, wedding, ii. 246 
Purchasing wives, i. 38, 47, 51 , 70, 

72, 74, 75, 82, 85. 86, 90. 98, 106, 

115, 117, 149, 155, 165, 166, 174, 

210, 214, 218, 230, 237 ; ii. 3, 173, 

247 
Puritans, marriages of, ii. 135 
Purse and girdle, ii. 83 



Quakers, marriages of, ii. 135 

Quince symbol, i. 39 

Qumtain at weddings, ii 96—98 

Bagusa, marriages at, ii. 44 
Rain at weddings, i. 134 ; ii. 252 
Bhodian marriages, i. 68 
Ribbon, riding for the, ii. 94 
Ribboiis at weddings, ii. 22, 103 
Rice symbol, i. 94, 95, 128-130. 

133, 140, 156 ; ii. 44. 224 
Rienzi, wedding ring of, ii. 153, 154 
Rings, betrothal and wedding, i. ^=, 

16, 20, 25—29, 40, 44, 48, 50, 55, 

73, 102, 103. 141, 148, 154, 190, 

220, 230 ; ii. 9, 12, 18, 33. 37, 40, 

42, 55, 57, 96. 104, 112, 118. 119. 

125, 169, 221, 224. History of, 

ii. 129—159 
Rio de Janeiro, marriages at, i. 179 
Rock, fertile, i. 46 
Roman Catholics, marriages of, ii. 

36—38, 185, 157, 179, 213 
Romans, marriages of, i. 13, 50—66; 

ii. 3, 15, 73, 130, 131, 157, 163, 

168, 173, 180, 224 
Rosemary at marriages, i. 22 1, 224 ; 

ii. 155, 183, 184, 193, 200—205 
Rough music, ii. 44, 238—240 
Rue symbol, i. 204 
Rushes strewn at marriages, ii. 90, 198 
Rush rings, ii. 154—157. 172 
Russia, marriages in, i. 46, 201—210 

Sabeans, marriages of, i. 97 
Sacrifices at marriages, i. 34, 36, 60, 

61, 77. 84, 86, 115, 120, 126, 128, 

162, 164 
Sagois, i. 199—201 
Sale of wives. Vide Purchasing 

vnves 
Salt and msimge, 1. 131, 132, 221 ; 

ii. 78 
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Samogithia. i. 220; ii. 10 j Sops at weddings, ii. 181—183 

Samoides, i. 239 i Spain, marriages in, ii. 48, 49 

Sanding at marriages, ii. 80, 100, ■ Sparta, i. 31, 32, 40, 41 

101 I Sponsalia, i. 54 ; ii. 1 18 

Santa Cruz, marriages at, i. 180 St. Andrew £ind marriages, ii. 76 

Sattis, i. 135 ; — John, marriages at, i. 97 

Savoy marriages, ii. 235 i Stars and marriages, i. 26, 131 

Saxony, ii. 4 — 6, 146 j Sticks, bundle of, symbol, i. 180 

Scandinavian marriages, i. 222, 226 ; ' Stocking-flinging at weddings, ii. 

ii. 77 67, 215—223 

Scarves at weddings, ii. 193 ; Stone-piercing before rairringe, i. 179 

Scilly Isles, marriages in, ii. 78 Stones, marriage, ii. 77, 254, 255 

Scotland, marriages in, i. 183, 225 ; Strasburg, ii. 8 

ii. 55 — 76, 94 : Straw symbol, ii. 5 

Scythian marriages, i. 67, 68 Streams, marriages in, i. 143 

Seats for bridt-s in churches, ii. 243 ; String tying at marriages, i. 143 
Sermons, wedding, ii. 196, 202, 204, ' Sun and marriages, i. 142, 241 ; ii. 



245 
Serpents and marriages, i. 133; ii. 

249 
Servants, gifts to, at marriages, ii. 

229-233 
Settlements, marriage, i. 7, 53, 81, 1 Switzerland, marriages in, ii. 11, 12, 



77, 252 
Suttee, i. 135 
Sweden, marriages in, i. 222—225, 

227, 229 
Sweetmeat symbol, i. 38, 47, 140 



93; ii. 5, 18, 247 
Sewing brides in sheets, ii. 215, 223 

married couples together, i. 99 

Shakespeare, ii. 39, 120, 140, 142, 

143,155,171,180,182, 198 
Sheet, marriage in a, 1. 188 
Shoe symbol, i. 15—17, 69, 178 ; ii. 

65, 112, 119 
throwing, i. 17 ; ii. 6, 61, 78, 

252—254 
Shoes, wediiing, i. 59, 145 j ii. 194 
Shrouds and marriages, i. 180 
Slam, marriages at, i. 145, 146 
Siberia, i. 237 
Sicilian Jews, i. 4 
Sicily, marriages in, ii. 35 
Sieve symbol, i. 38, 44 
Siller marriage, ii. 68 
Silver wedding, ii. 7, 8 
Songs, love, il 128 



135 
Swords at marriages, i. 69, 225 ; ii. 

3, 47, 76 
Syracusan marriages, i. 66 
Syrian marriages, i. 72 

Talasius, i. 64 

Talasdio, i. 64 

Taleth, i. 24 

Talmud marriages, i. 13 

Tanju, i. 145 

Tarrying, i. 186, 233 ; ii. 99 

Tartary, marriages in, i. 117, 210, 

213, 214, 216 
Tax, marriage, i. 118, 186; ii. 12, 

237, 238 

wife, i. 53 

Teng*gar mountains, i. 156 

Terms, wives for, i. 82, 96, 106, 118, 

152, 169, 182 
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Thread-tying at marriages, i. 142 
Threshold superstitions, i. 44, 63, 

77; ii.l3,46,59,t>0,251 
Tibets, marriages of, i. 239. 240 
Tides and marriages, ii. 76 
Tierra del Fuego, marriages at, i. 181 
Tigers at weddings, i. 6G 
Tithes, marriage, ii. 102 
Tolls, marriage, ii. 242, 243 
Tongs symbol, ii. 62 
Tonqnin, marriages at, i. 149 
Toorkomans, marriages ot, i. 72. 216 
Torclies; nuptial, i. 37, 38, 50, 62, 

69, 76, 103, 114, 120. 134, 175, 200, 

204, 205, 223; U. 2, 30, 37, 49, 

180, 205 
Tiade-emblems thrown at weddings, 

ii. 200 
Trees planted at marriages, ii. 11 
Trial of spears, i. 1 95 
Turcoman marriages, i. 72, 216 
Turkey, marriages in, i. 46, 79, 83, 

97, 197—201 
Turkititan Tartary, i. 216 
Tying married couples together, i. 

127, 128 
Tyrol, ii. 11 

Undbesbing the bride, i. 75, 80, 81, 
201, 235 ; ii. 47 

Vandals, i. 79 



Vassals, lords' power over marriages 

of, il. 71, 72, 114 
Veils, nuptial, i. 10, 23, 38, 46, 59, 

71, 74, 92, 99, 100, 102, 104. 113, 

176, 200, 202, 219 ; ii 45, 75, 111, 

167, 176, 225 
Veisyas and marriage, i. 134 
Venetian marriages, ii. 42 
Venezuela, marriages at, i. 179 
Vizerees, marriages of, i. 96 

Waggons at marriagesi i. 226 ; Ii. 14 

Wakungu marriages, i. 168 

Wales, marriages in, ii. 20, 29, 80-^ 
104, 175 

Wallachia, marriages in, i. 222 

Wands at weddings, ii. 79 

Wardship, ii. 114—116 

Water symbol, i. 63, 127, 128. ISO, 
131, 133, 134, 143, 146. 153, 160, 
167, 170, 172, 241 ; ii. 37, 47 

Whip symbol, i. 128, 206, 208 

Widows unlucky, i. 221 

Willow symbol, ii. 190 

Wine. Vide Drinking 

Wool symbol, i. 62, 63 

Wormwood symboJ', i. 204 

Wreaths. Vide Crowna 

YUE-LAOU, i. 106 

ZOGOTARA, i. 174 
Zurich, ii. 12 



THE END. 
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